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Preface I

In this pleasant season of autumn, the Comparative Exhibition about Chenghua Porcelain of the Ming dynasty between Jingdezhen
Imperial Kiln and the Palace Muesem solemnly opened under the cooperation of the Palace Museum and people’s government
of Jingdehzen city at the Palace of Prolonged Happiness (Yanxigong) in the Palace Museum. I would like to express the warm
congratulations on this exhibition and sincerely appreciation for the hard work of all the staff on behalf of the Palace Museum.

This exhibition is another large special exhibition after the Comparative Exhibition of Ming dynasty Hongwu, Yongle and
Xuande Porcelain between Jingdezhen Imperial Kiln and the Palace Museum in 20185.

The Palace Museum and Jingdezhen people’s government singed the cooperation framework agreement in 2014. The
exhibition of imperial porcelain in the Ming dynasty is just one of the important content in the agreement. Through the
comparative exhibition between porcelain excavated by Jingdezhen kiln and the quality porcelain collected in the Palace
Museum, The exhibition aims to provide an opportunity for audience to fully understand standard porcelain and porcelain type
fired by Jingdezhen imperial kiln in the Ming dynasty.

The kiln site in Zhushan, Jingdezhen city of Ming dynasty has excavated some porcelain shards from 1970s. The
Archaeological Research Institute of Ceramic in Jingdezhen has hold archaeological excavation on part of kiln site of Ming
dynasty many times from 1980s and gained plentiful achievements. The large numbers of porcelain shards become the precious
materials for research on the production system of imperial kiln in the Ming dynasty.

According to the repairing, exhibition and publishing of excavated porcelain shards, it was found that plenty of porcelain
can be mutual provided with the porcelain handed down. There are many excellent imperial porcelain of Ming dynasty collected
in the Palace Museum. Therefore, this is the best exhibition held by both Jingdezhen people’s government and the Palace
Museum. This exhibition also can be considered as a reunion of the porcelain separated for hundreds of years.

The exhibitions of imperial porcelain in the Ming dynasty belong to series exhibitions. Because of the importance of
Chenghua imperial porcelain, we specially hold this exhibition of Chenghua period in this year. The exhibition will display 183
cultural relic which can be divided into five parts: Freshness and Elegance: Blue-and—~White Porcelain and Underglaze Red
Porcelain; Lightness and Beauty: Polychrome Porcelain and Doucai Porcelain; Colorful Porcelain: Multi-Colored Glaze Porcelain
and Plain Tricolor Porcelain; Uniformity and Pureness: Single Colored Glaze Porcelain; Profoundly Influence: Chenghua
Imperial Porcelain Imitated by Later Ages.

The Chenghua imperial porcelain is famous for white glaze body, smooth glaze, plentiful decoration, excellent composition
of a picture, elegant color and exquisite craftsmanship. Some literature books has highly praised the Chenghua imperial porcelain
in the later Ming dynasty. The Xuande and Chenghua periods achieved greatest success. The best representative porcelain is
blue-and-white porcelain of Xuande imperial kiln and Doucai porcelain of Chenghua imperial kiln. The porcelain connoisseur
considered that the best kiln in the early Wanli period of Ming dynasty was Xuan(de) kiln and the Cheng(hua) kiln after Wanli
period.

Although the Chenghua royal porcelain has a 500 years history, the pretty modeling, exquisite body glaze and elegant
decoration can still give the beautiful enjoyment for you.

The two parties will hold series exhibitions on imperial porcelain of Hongzhi, Zhengde and Jiajing, Longqing, Wanli periods
in the future. Hope all the friends continually pay attention to those exhibitions.

Wish this exhibition will be a great success!

Director of the Palace Museum
Shan Jixiang
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Preface I1

| The imperial kiln of Zhushan kiln in Jingdezhen started firing porcelain from the second year of Hongwu period (1369) by

emperor Zhu Yuanzhang and stopped in the end of the Qing dynasty (1911). During the 500 years of Zhushan imperial kiln
firing history, tens of thousands of porcelain were continually produced for the royal court in Beijing and some defective goods
was abandoned and buried inside the kiln. Since the 1980s, the Archaeological Research Institute of Ceramic in Jingdezhen
discovered many sites of Chenghua imperial kiln in the kiln factory in order to coordinate the municipal construction. Especially
the period from early 1987 to winter in 1988, archaeological workers discovered three tiles accumulation of Chenghua period
and thousands of tiles specimen in the northeast of the imperial kiln. The results prompted the further research on Chenghua
kiln and provided precious material information. In recent years, Jingdezhen archaeological workers cooperated with the Palace
Museum and Peking University, and the further research work received significant achievement on Chenghua imperial kiln study
field.

According to the historical documents of Ming dynasty, the Chenghua imperial kiln had significant impaction during the
whole dynasty. In the 23 years history of Chenghua emperor, the kiln produced much famous and delicate porcelain which

| gained the same achievement as in Yongle and Xuande period. The porcelain body has the whiter color than previous generation

and the Pingdengqing makes the glaze color became clear and elegant. Besides the imitated the style of Song, Yuan and Xuande
of Ming dynasty, the decoration and modeling even made innovation and development. The documentary records mentioned
the famous Chenghua clashingcolor porcelain which can be considered as the best work of Chenghua porcelain.

This exhibition is another large exhibition after the Comparative Exhibition of Ming dynasty Hongwu, Yongle, Xuande
porcelain between Jingdezhen imperial kiln and the Palace Museum in 2015. The Jingdehzen imperial kiln porcelain displayed in
this exhibition mainly belongs to the remains of Chenghua period in Ming dynasty. The exhibits contain famous Chenghua
Doucai porcelain, elegant blue-and-white porcelain and porcelain imitating Guan, Ge and Longquan kiln. The Chenghua Doucai
porcelain has the most plentiful types among the exhibits.

The Palace Museum and Jingdezhen imperial kiln has a profound and lasting relationship in the history. In recent years, the
strategic cooperation between the Palace Museum and Jingdezhen city became more and more close. This exhibition presents
the spirits of Chinese traditional culture and plentiful achievement. It has significant meaning that makes Jingdezhen city
become an international city and communicate with different culture in the world. I am on behalf of Jingdezhen Municipal Party
Committee and Jingdezhen city People’s Government to express the heartfelt appreciation for the concern and support of the
Palace Museum.

Wish this exhibition will be a great success!

Secretary of Jingdezhen Municipal Party Committee
Zhong Zhisheng
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Overview and Identification Points of Jingdezhen

Porcelain in Chenghua Period of Ming Dynasty

Distinguished from the strong and powerful tone of Yongle period, Jingdezhen porcelain
in Chenghua period is well-known for its exquisite shape, fine body, pure color and elegant
painting. As can be seen from archeological excavations from imperial kiln site in Zhushan
Jingdezhen City, Chenghua porcelain takes great emphasis on production quality. Those
unqualified objects will be scraped and destroyed. Thus, products are rare of flat body,
shrinking-glaze or other ills. At this time, folk kilns are also deeply influenced by the imperial
kiln, which aim to produce high quality porcelain and imitate the imperial kiln most of the time.

Chenghua blue and white porcelain uses “Pingdengging” to pain instead. The color of “Cha
Zi” on the famous Doucai is a unique feature of Chenghua imperial kiln production.

Different from folk kilns, Chenghua imperial kiln rarely produces objects of big shape.
Common objects of Chenghua imperial kiln are high stem cups, plates, bowls, jars, cups and so
on. Cups of various shapes tend to be pretty small and cute. Among all kinds of jars, those with
“Tian” character are particularly valuable and precious.

Identification of Jingdezhen porcelain in Chenghua period of Ming dynasty can be
concluded to points as shape, body, glaze, color, decoration, mark and etc.1.Shapes of Chenghua
porcelain are tender and exquisite. 2. Quality of body tends to be pure and thin. Glaze is thick
and light. 3.Blue and white porcelain of Chenghua is distinguished for its soft and serene tone.
4. Lines painted on porcelain surface are slim and smooth. This point is reflected in Doucai
particularly. S. Chenghua porcelain usually has deep and thin foot. Bilateral lines on foot are
neat and closely next to the bottom. 6. The mark on the porcelain are powerful, which seems to
be written by the same person. Its style is obvious and prominent, those afterwards who wants
to imitate mostly fail to try. Therefore, observing the mark is a key to identifying Chenghua
porcelain.

Geng Baochang
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