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Abstract

International politics as anarchy is the greatest common divisor of interna-
tional relations, as well as the logical starting point of many western internation-
al relation theories. In order to seek their own survival and development, the
states must engage in a game of power and interest in international interactions,
which is the normality of international relations. Under anarchy, there are three
kinds of game modes in the international society, namelsr the Hobbesian mode,
the Lockean mode, and the Kantian mode, with the latter ones being on a
higher level than the previous ones. The Lockean mode refers to the game in
which the nuclear powers follow the principle of “survival and allowing surviv-
al” during the game process, with co-existence of competition and coopération
as the mode to maximize power and achieve interests. It contains positive-sum
game, partial zero-sum game and limited negative-sum game. The evolution
trend of Sino-US game is a transition from Hobbesian mode to the Lockean
mode, with weapons, governance and civilization as the three driving forces for
the transition.

The science and technology has pushed forward the development of weap-
ons, while the weapons technology has profoundly shaped the international po-
litical configurations. The devastating consequences of nuclear war between major
powers have transformed the war as the “continuance of politics” to the “end
of the politics” . The variable of nuclear weapons determines the mode of game
among the nuclear powers, namely the transition from the Hobbesian mode to
the Lockean mode. The nuclear weapon is one of the three driving forces for Chi-
na and the US to engage in a Lockean mode of game.

Meanwhile, the world also witnesses the changes of the methods of the
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great powers’ governing of the world, namely a change from the traditional war
and domination to new means of governance. The latter includes means such as
using military hegemony to deter force from other countries, using monetary he-
gemony to plunder other countries’ wealth, to exert influence on other countries
through control and monopoly of strategic resources, to attain the advantage of
science and technology through absorption of the talented and intelligent people
all over the world, and using the dominance of the international system to real-
ize its benefit, etc. Compared with the traditional method, the new governance
means appear to be more legitimate and invisible, and be more capable to real-
ize the interests and demands of the great powers. The change of the governance
means is the second driving force for China and the United States to engage in a
Lockean mode of game. .

The type of civilization occupying the leading position in international poli-
tics is Bound to have a profound impact on the choice of the mode of the game as
well. When it is the zero-sum type civilization occupying the leading position in
the world, the competition among the countries is most likely to take a Hobbesi-
an mode of the game. When the non-zero-sum type civilization moves from weak
to strong, gradually beéoming the world’s leading civilization, the Lockean
mode will become a reasonable way to interact among the nuclear powers. The
civilization based on réligious “ monotheism” and nation-states is of a type of
zero-sum civilization, while the Chinese civilization does not have such two
foundations. Since the ancient time, China is a civilizational country. In addi-
tion, as the US is not established on the foundation of a single national charac-
teristic, the American civilization is of a half zero-sum civilization nature. In the
international political realm, the game between the Chinese civilization and the
American civilization is largely a game between a non-zero-sum type civilization
and a half-zero-sum type civilization. This provides the conditions and possibility
for the two countries to engage in a Lockean mode of game. As a non-zero-sum
type civilization, the revival of Chinese civilization would have deep impact of
the world’s political landscape. This is also the third force for China and the US
to engage in a Lockean mode of game.

It is a natural law for the emerging power to challenge the hegemony in
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Western history, and in most cases, the two powers would fall into the so-
called “trap of Thucydides” . The Western scholars have applied this logic to
the relationship between China and the United States, contending that the Sino-
US relations in the future would be bound to fall into this trap. Nevertheless, the
peaceful transfer of hegemony between Britain and the United States has proved
that the trap can be bypassed. In fact, compared with the relationship between
Britain and the United States in the process of power transfer, the Sino-US rela-
tions have more advantages in achieving peaceful coexistence. Among them, the
function of nuclear weapons in deterring war, the changes of world governance
means, the rise of Chinese civilization, the solidification of mutual dependence
between China and the US have all determined that they could go beyond the
trap of Thucydides.

Overall, the nuclear weapons, new governance means, the dominance of
a non-zero-sum type civilization are the decisive factors leading to the formation
of Lockean mode of game between China and the US. The essence of the mode is
that there are both struggles and co-operations, but the struggles would not run
wild to be disruptive, stiff, and perishing; instead, the final trend of the evo-

lution would be win-win cooperation and symbiotic- prosperity.

Key words: Sino-US relations; Lockean mode of game; governance

means; non — zero — sum type civilization
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