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Preface

S 0 20

Good expression in reading is the product of sympathy and
understanding, and therefore, the child who likes to read is quite sure to
take first rank as a good reader. The controlling purpose of Classics, Old
and New is to inspire in children a love for reading, and thus, without
their being conscious of the fact, induce in them the reading habit. This
is about the best and safest of all habits. If we contrive to teach young
people the mechanical art of reading, and fail, at the same time, to breed
in them the impulse and desire to continue their education throughout
life by reading, we have cheated them out of the best thing to be obtained
by going to school.

Good literature is an expression for the best of the world’s activity, and
the power latent in such literature to lift and enlighten the mind and spirit
is greater than any other power, save, perhaps, the influences of home. The
formal education of many of the children that will use this series of readers
will cease with the elementary schools. This fact makes the preparation of
the readers a very serious task, especially to one who knows children well
enough to realize how difficult it is to know them at all.

When a child enters the Fourth Reader, he has practically mastered
what may be called the mechanics of reading. New words, as words,
no longer have any terror for him. He knows how to read, we say. He
is, therefore, at a critical moment in his mental life in so far as that life
touches literary culture. Let us hope that his imagination is not dulled,
and that he has learned, as the earlier readers of this series are planned to
teach him, to have a feeling for the good as distinguished from the bad or
the commonplace. The selections in this book are the work of three score



and ten writers of distinction, writers of the past ages and of the present
time-writers of many lands, who were not writing down to children, but
uttering their own best thoughts. This book, like the earlier numbers,
may, therefore, be appropriately called Classics, Old and New.

No hard and fast culture-epoch theory has determined their selection,
though earnest thought has been given to the interests that appeal to
youth at this age. Constant effort has been made to give variety in subject
matter, and yet to maintain a unity of appeal to the understanding and
the imagination. The subjects chosen range from nature and myth and
adventure to biography and patriotism and ethics.

Our material age is coming more and more to neglect poetry as a
thing outside the world of reality. The truth is, that there are no more
practical things in the world than poetry and music, for they, even more
than bread, bring to life what it needs. Many of us can recall poems that
have served us as practically in the day’s work as have the multiplication
tables. The guiding thought in all the poetry selected has been to acquaint
the child with the songs that will always be sung-especially the older
poems studied by their fathers and mothers before them, such old and
yet ever young treasures as “Lord Ullin’s Daughter”, Gray’s “Elegy”,
“Annabel Lee”.

The author believes that these readers, in the hands of sympathetic
teachers, can be so used as to make not only good readers in the technical
sense, but also real lovers of fine literature, young people of good taste in
letters and of an increasing desire for close friendship with the best that
has been thought and said.

The following acknowledgments are made in addition to those
already given in the biographies: to Charles Scribner’s Sons for the use
of “How I Found Livingstone”; to Houghton, Mifflin & Co. for the use of
“Playing Theater at River mouth”, and to G.P. Putnam’s Sons for the use
of “A Tradition of Weatherford”.
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The Lord Helpeth Man and Beast

@ fil >

concealed /kon'si:ld/ Pk
consequently /'ka:nsokwentli/ [Htt; FrlA
custody /'kastadi/

defendant /di' fendont/ #i45

edible /'edabl/ T

hospitably /'hospitabli/ 3T 25
perplexed /par'plekst/ [FlZKH]

plaintiff /'plemtif/ 5

During his march to conquer the world, Alexander the Macedonian
came to a strange people in Africa. Dwelling in a remote and secluded
corner in peaceful huts, they knew neither war nor conqueror. They led
him to the hut of their chief, who received him hospitably, and placed
before him golden dates, golden figs, and bread of gold.

“Do you eat gold in this country?” said Alexander.

“I take it for granted,” replied the chief, “that thou were able to find
edible food in thine own country. For what reason, then, art thou come
among us?”

“Your gold has not tempted me hither,” said Alexander, “but I would
willingly become acquainted with your manners and customs.”

“So be it,” rejoined the other, “sojourn among us as long as pleaseth
thee.”

At the close of this conversation two citizens entered as into their
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court of justice. The plaintiff said, “I bought of this man a piece of land,
and as I was making a deep drain through it, I found a treasure. This is
not mine, for I bargained only for the land, and not for any treasure that
might be concealed beneath it; and yet the former owner of the land will
not receive it.”

The defendant answered, “I hope that I have a conscience as well as
my fellow-citizen. I sold him the land with all it’s existing advantages, and
consequently the treasure was included.”

The chief, who was at the same time their supreme judge, repeated
their words, in order that the parties might see whether or not he
understood them aright. Then, after some reflection, he said, “Thou hast
a son, friend, I believe?”“Yes.”

“And thou,” said the judge, turning to the other, “A daughter?”“Yes.”

“Well, then, let the son marry the daughter, and bestow the treasure
on the young couple for their marriage-portion.”

Alexander seemed surprised and perplexed. “Think you my sentence
unjust?” the chief asked him. “Oh, no,” replied Alexander, “but it
astonishes me.”

“And how, then,” rejoined the chief, “would the case have been
decided in your country?”“To confess the truth,” said Alexander, “we
should have taken both parties into custody, and have seized the treasure
for the king’s use.”

“For the king’s use!” exclaimed the chief, now in his turn
astonished. “Does the sun shine on that country?”“Oh, yes!”“Does it
rain there?”“Assuredly.” “Wonderful! But are there in that country tame
animals which live on the grass and green herbs?”“Very many, and of
many kinds.”

“Ay, that must be the cause,” said the chief, “for the sake of those
innocent animals, the All-gracious being continues to let the sun shine
and the rain drop down on your country.”

(Samuel Taylor Coleridge)
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