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The architects, Andreas Fuhrimann

and Gabrielle Hachler, of Andreas
Fuhrimann Gabrielle Hachler
Architekten, wanted to build four
reasonably priced apartments for
themselves and their friends and
family. Their Apartment at the Foot
of the Uetliberg mountain, in Zurich,
Switzerland, was designed with high
standards of living comfort, ensuring
that each of the four apartments
benefited as much as possible
whether facing the impressive views
to the north or south. The structure
of the design and choice of materials
resulted in a striking appearance.
The two double-story apartments
and the two roof apartments are
encapsulated in each other so that
each angle of the four-sided building

is fully utilized.
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LEPREH - B/RE (Andreas Fuhrimann)
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The architects wanted to create a

low-budget building that deliberately

emphasized the use of materials

Commonplace and unrefined

e WAL

materials such as concrete, timber,

wood and galvanized steel were

used, which animate one another

ﬂ.

when combined. For example, the

intentional combination of color
and reflective glass surfacing

in the kitchens, and extensive
glass paneling of the walls in
the bathrooms, contrast with
coarse concrete and organic
wood patterning. The basement,

stairwells and partitioning walls,

which are made of concrete cast,
counterbalance the acoustic radiance
of the timber elements. This concrete
core acts as the skeleton of the
wooden structure, with the organic
softness of the wood heightening the

rawness of the concrete.
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The architects utilized the current technologies of prefabrication—with complex spatial

structures and polygonal geometry—to achieve a rapid assembly of only three days. The most
striking element of the galvanized sheet-metal facade is the differentiation of the form of

the window openings on the north and south sides. The polygonal and sharp-edged volume
of the building is accentuated by its external skin of large-format, galvanized-metal panels.

This building has a crystalline and compact expression.

Photography: Valentin Jeck
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