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Editor’s Notes

Early in the year 2014, Mr. Chao Gejin, the Chairman of the China Folklore Society
(CFS) contacted China Social Sciences Press and proposed the joint compilation of Annual Re-
view of China Folkloristics 2015 by the Institute of Ethnic Literature (IEL) of Chinese Academy
of Social Sciences (CASS) and CFS. After the settling of the cooperation matters, Mr. Chao or-
ganized a feasibility study meeting in IEL, attended by many folklorists in Beijing. In the meet-
ing, the editing framework, the editors as well as their respective responsibilities were decided
and an editorial committee was also founded.

The Annual Review of China Folkloristics 2015 is the first annual review on folklore. A pio-
neering job requires great efforts. During the editing, adjustment has also been made on chapter
division according to the current development of China’s Folklore Studies. The final version of the
Annual Review 2015 includes 9 Chapters.

Chapter One “Special Collections” includes important documents, covers important events,
and also selects related authoritative explanations that may affect Chinese folk culture and folklore
research orientation. The most important documents for China folklore in 2014 are the two spee-
ches . Speech by President Xi Jinping at UNESCO Headquarters and Speech by President Xi Jin-
ping at the Forum on Literature and Arts. The most important events include: CFS entered the
“Evaluation Body” of UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage; Mr. Chao Gejin, the Chairman of
CFS, was elected the President of The International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences
( CIPSH/ICPHS) . Relevant commentaries and reviews are also collected in this chapter.

Chapter Two “Hot Topics” presents influential and fruitful academic topics concerning folk-
lore in 2014 and early years. For example, the study on oral tradition led by IEL, and the idea of
“Mythologism” raised by professor Yang Lihui. Furthermore, new academic theories and ideas
also appeared in 2014, such as the “Reconstruction of Ethnicityof Literature” proposed mainly
by Mr. Zhang Jiang and “Economics in Folklore” put forward by professor Tian Zhaoyuan.

Chapter Three “Research Reviews” is the most important part of the book. We invited fa-
mous scholars from various fields to make comprehensive reviews and summaries on all the aca-
demic achievements in different folklore research fields. Since the Annual Review is the debut an-
nual review on folklore, we specially asked the review writers to give retrospection on the academ-
ic development of folklore studies since 2010 with an emphasis in 2014.

Chapter Four “Book Reviews” takes the form of book review and introduces some important
academic works published from 2011 to 2014, especially those in 2014. It doesn’t necessarily

mean that those excluded are of littke account. The reason for their absence is either the difficulty
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to find suitable reviewer or the failure for reviewers to submit reviews before the deadline. We feel
quite regretful and wish that in the future more readers could recommend important books and arti-
cles and more scholars could provide high-quality academic reviews to us.

Chapter Five “Selected Outstanding Articles” shows our effort for a tentative academic ap-
praisal. We hope to present the excellent achievements of China folklore studies of the year. The
recommendation procedure of Volume 2015 Excellent Papers goes like this: first, the editorial
members and other book reviewers and hot-topic writers recommend papers from which some rep-
resentative ones were selected by the chief editor, deputy chief editors and other editorial mem-
bers. Usually, only one paper would be selected from those with similar topics and
themes. However, because of our lack of experience, the number of the recommended papers was
not restricted, and as a result, the total number of the articles from the first round recommendation
had far exceeded the capacity of the Annual Reviews, and some editors even recommended more
than 20 pieces. We had to ask them to limit the number to 2 —4 in each field or hot topic, but most
of them still reach the maximum of 4 and outnumbered the book length. Reluctantly, we asked some
editorial members to cut off another half of the papers. Even so, it still could not meet ourchief edi-
tor Chao’s requirement that “excellent papers of the year should not exceed 30% of the total length
of the Annual Review” . Finally and desperately, we removed all the papers which exceed 25, 000
words in length, including the excellent paper by Mr. Lv Wei which has 60, 000 words. Though the
format was set up as what it is now, the list is far from complete, as the papers here are only a
small portion of the recommended ones. We are regretful that many excellent papers cannot be in-
cluded in this Annual Review because of our negligence and the limitation of the length. In the fu-
ture, we will improve our work and try to collect as many excellent papers as possible.

Chapter Six “Important Extracts and Abstracts” collects extracts and abstracts of important
articles published from 2011 to 2014 with an emphasis on those in 2014, and articled published
before 2011 are not included. Our selection of important articles followed the recommendation from
the editors of different research discipline and the writers of reviews and hot topics. For those ex-
cellent papers that were cut off from Chapter Five, their abstracts are included here.

Chapter Seven “ Excellent Comments and Discussions” selects good essays on the current
situation of modern folklore culture, academic development in folklore studies, and folklorists

and their ideas. These essays are either from the recommendation of the editorial members or from

~the collection by our editorial staff from periodicals and academic journals in 2014. The final se-

lection was approved by the chief editor. Because of our limited manpower, we cannot cover all
the good articles in this Annual Review and we do hope that our fellow scholars could recommend
more excellent works to us in the future.

Chapter Eight “Famous Scholars” collects historical and biographicalarticles about famous
folklorists. Most of these articles were published in periodicals and academic journals in 2014,
and the discussed folklorists are either famous historical figure who has made great contribution to
the development of Folklore Study or distinguished scholars of the present time. This chapter is not
written by invited writers, but a collection of published articles on celebrated folklorists, so there

is no subjective preference and the order is arranged according to the birth time of the scholars
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rather than their contributions.

Chapter Nine “Minutes of Academic Activities” includes reports, summaries and comments
on important academic activities and meetings about folklore and folk culture in 2014. It aims to
make a faithful and comprehensive record of important academic events and activities and also to
provide an overall picture of 2014 China’s Folklore Studies to the readers.

For the reader’s convenience to check and learn about the important information of folklore,
an “Index” is enclosed at the end of the book.

There are altogether 22 editorial members for Annual Review of China Folkloristics 2015, and
their work are assigned according to different professional fields as follows (in the order of sur-
name Pinyin alphabet) . Folklore Theories (Lv Wei), Mythology ( Chen Lianshan, Yang Li-
hui, Zhao Zongfu), Epics and Narrative Poems ( Bamo Qubumo, Chen Ganglong, Yin Hu-
bin), Legends (Chen Yongchao), Stories (Lin Jifu, Qi Lingyun, Wan Jianzhong), Folk Op-
era and Quyi (An Deming), Ballads ( Chen Lianshan), Folk Arts (Zheng Tuyou), Material
Folk-Customs ( Wang Xiaobing), Folk Religions ( Ye Tao), Etiquette in Human life ( Xiao
Fang), Folklores in Social Organization ( Wang Xiaobing) , Festival Customs (Liu Xiaofeng, Xi-
ao Fang, Zhang Bo), Folk Games (Lin Jifu), Travel Customs (Tian Zhaoyuan), Folk-Customs
of Minorities (Ao Qi) . Shi Aidong is in charge of solicit contribution, compilation and other daily
work of the editorial committee; Bamo Qubumo is in charge of the revision and the English transla-
tion; Chao Gejin has been responsible for the overall planning and final approval of the book.

I would like to make a special acknowledgement to Dr. Wang Yao, who has devoted a lot of
time to the data collection and editing work of this book. Dr. Wang and I are the only two editors in
charge of the daily work and we are seriously understaffed. [ am very grateful that she is always
ready to help with trivial but complicated matters and my 106 e-mails recorded our communication
on the Annual Review. If 1 include those deleted e-mails, the number would exceed 130. More
than half of these e-mails are my instructions for her about the editorial work, so it’s not difficult
to imagine how heavy the workload has been. Besides the contacts and critical decisions made by
our Chief Editor Chao Gejin, Dr. Wang alone has been responsible for all the contacts, discus-
sions and handing over with Mr. Zhang Haopeng, the director of yearbook and Digest branch of
China Social Sciences Press, and Mr. Ma Zhipeng, the executive editor of the Annual Review.

The plan of Annual Review of China Folkloristics 2015 has aroused great attentionfrom the
folklorists in the country and the editorial work has received passionate support. All the experts ac-
cepted our invitations with no hesitation. We are infused with strong spiritual impetus by the sup-
port and encouragement from our fellow folklorists, and the generosity and cooperation from China
Social Sciences Press. We hereby would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the folklore
scholars who have helped us with unconditional support, with free excellent articles and precious

data!

Shi Aidong
from the editorial committee of Annual Review of China Folkloreristics
Dec. 2, 2016
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