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Over the past 66 years, a total of 820 issues of China
Pictorial have been publiéhe:d. The cover of each
issue depicts either an influential figure or records an
unforgettable moment in history. Each photo tells a story

about the times, society and life.
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Foreword

ia Pictorial is New China’s first comprehensive pictorial tailored for global

jers. In July 1950, Chairman Mao Zedong inscribed the masthead for the

reac
naugural issue of China Pictorial. Late Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai persanally
reviewed and edited articles for the magazine in the early 1970s. By October
2016, China Pictorial had published a total of 820 issues for 66 straight years,
making it the longest-continually-running magazine ever in the history of the

People's Republic of China

Over the past 66 years, China Pictorial has documented the development of the
nation, recounted changes in the lives of the people, and recorded unforgettable

moments of the great era with intriguing photos

Over the same period, the office of China Pictorial Publications has moved from
Shibei Hutong in Fugian Street successively to Beichang Strest, Baiwanzhuang,
and then Chegongzhuang before finally settling in Huayuancun, Haidian District,
Beiling. The magazines that it published have been distributed not only across
China, but also in mote than 100 countries and regions around the world,
attracting millions of readers. Hailed as a "national illustrated magazine.” China
Pictorial has become a witness of history and a spiritual ballast for Chinese

people

As the foreword of the first issue of Chinese-version China Pictorial said, "We
hope to make China Pictorial a greatl success through pooling wisdom and
efforts of all of the pecple, to paint a beautiful, intriguing picture of great people
in the great era.”

Qver the past 66 years, those words that illustrate the initial

goals of the magazine have inspired generations of China Pictorial employees

and will confinue serving as a torch lighting the way to the future

China needs to better understand the world, and the world also needs to know

more aboul China. The people need a new China Pictorial, and the era requires

It

new types of media organizations. The glorious mission for the new generation

of 1ts employees is to make a new Iinterpretation to the name of China Pictorial

that meets the call of time and expectations from readers

Yu Tao. Yu Jiutao

September 2016
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Birth of China Pictorial

In October 1849, soon after the founding of the People's Republic of China (PRC),
the Publicity Department of the Central Commitiee of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) decided to launch a national iliustrated magazine. Hu Qiaomu, then
deputy minister of the Publicity Department and director of the State General
Administration of Press and Publication, was entrusted to head the task.
Preparations to launch the magazine began in November 1949 and continued
until May 1950 when the editorial department of China Pictorial was officially
established.

In June 1950, the editorial department came up with an idea of inviting Chairman
Mao Zedong to inscribe a masthead for China Pictorial and asked Hu to deliver
the request to Chairman Mao. Chairman Mao wrote six versions of the Chinese
characters “China Pictorial” on two pieces of paper and marked the one he liked
best with two small circles, That calligraphy has since been the official masthead

of the Chinese-version China Pictorial,

In July 1950, the inaugural issue of China Pictorial was published, with its cover
featuring Chairman Mao at the founding ceremony of the PRC and a title page
bearing the foreword to the magazine. A total of 40,000 copies of the inaugural

issue were printed.

From the very beginning, the magazine showed extraordinary momentum: With
48 pages in oversized octavo format, it featured beautiful color photos and
exquisite full-color printing that were rare at the time. The magazine was even
directly delivered to Chinese top leaders and departments of the State Council
throughout the year. After 1951, English. Russian, French, Japanese, Spanish,
German, Hindi and Arabic editions of China Pictorial were launched one-by-
ane. In its heyday, it was published in as many as 26 languages and circulated
in more than 100 countries and regions. Not only has it showcased modern
China's development and changes to the outside warld, but also witnessed the

evolution of the country's politics, economy, culture, and lifestyle.

Over the past six decades, only four Chinese magazines and newspapers,
including China Fictorial and People’s Daily, has published continuously despite
any political turmoil. More commendably, though undergoing many ups and
downs, China Pjctorial has never abandoried its instinctive pursuit to capture

beauty and purity in an lllustrated magazine
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A Window to the Nation -
Cover Stories of China Pictorial

Of nearly 10,000 magazines published in the country, China Pictonal is the on
siclered the onal llustrated magazineg” and tasked with the mission to

the outside world, The covers of the magazine have recorded

milestane events throughout the history of the PRC and they illustrate trends
®
This article elaborates on unigue cultural connotation:

o! social development

embedded in the cover images of China Px

tonal by discussing the importan

ctive characteristics of China Pictona

Importance of Magazine Covers and the Commonalities of
Photos

Although a magazine's editors and readers may take away different under-

standings ol the covers, no one denies the importance of magazine covers

During the process of edition, the front cover isn't usually the first completed, but

it is treated as a critical piece worthy of extra time and effort. Editors highlight

the maaazine's philosophy, Image, unique style. and content with front cover:

Whether purchased via subscription, a newsstand or borrowed at a library

readers focus first on the front cover, with which they can obtain an enormous

amount of information about the magazine, including its style, feature stories

and unigue selling points that distinguish it from others. It is fair to say that the

cover detarmines a magazine’s public image and central tone

Aty magazine cover consists of complementary graphic and textua
contents, Text includes the masthead and previews of feature stones, revealing
as much information as possible about the issue with only a few words. From

the design perspective, cover text is secondary to graphic contents and only

plays a role like icing on the cake. Imagery is more eye-catching and can convey



