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Introduction

Responding to a need for better structured English lessons more in tune with the average level of
Chinese college students and their particular mode of learning, the initiative was taken to create
this book. Having immediately implemented these lessons in a classroom setting, reflected with
other foreign teachers and rewritten chapters accordingly, Dragon Says is a tested and relevant
resource for both teachers and students. It is designed to work in group settings of students who
are mainly beginners or, at most, lower intermediate English speakers. Applying a communicative
method, the emphasis is not so much on accuracy; rather the lessons seek to equip students with

basic vocabulary and simple sentences and aim to empower students in terms of confidence.

Having found that the motivation to learn English is noticeably lower among students for whom
learning English is a compulsory element of a curriculum, without them necessarily being aware
of the immediate relevance to their intended careers, the chapters in this book revolve around
topics that closely reflect the students’ personal and cultural experiences. By using this book
you are inviting them to speak about familiar subjects in a less familiar language and peak their
interest in other cultures. Taking into account the reality that many students are prone to become
disengaged when left to their own devices — especially when the initial motivation is lacking, the
book integrates a number of group activities and discussions aimed at fostering confidence and
gradually building towards independence. This strategy is not out of disregard for the students’
capacities, rather out of recognition for the teacher’s initial responsibility to be a source of

guidance, assistance and encouragement.

It is suggested that an oral examination takes place half-way through the book with the
expectation that students will be able to adequately introduce and answer questions about
themselves in the English language. Upon completion of the book, it is suggested that students

present a topic as part of a group, requiring them to do research, think about their formulations,



draw upon the vocabulary that they have been exposed to and exhibit confidence when speaking.

Prior to teaching, we recommend that teachers read ahead to understand how the material
evolves and are aware of the essential elements necessary for final presentations. Once again, the

emphasis throughout these lessons is not on accuracy, but on getting students to speak.

While the book follows a relatively rigid structure, teachers are encouraged to simply use the
material for guidance, adapting their lessons to the actual reality in their classes and drawing on
their own creative powers to assist their students to express themselves in a language that they
may at first find daunting. Teachers and students should also note that, in order for students and
teachers to completely understand the activities to follow, the instructions given in both Chinese

and English are not always translated literally.
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Useful Classroom Expressions

Good morning. zdoshang hdo B Euf,
Good afternoon. xiawl hdo T E
Stand up. qili NV

Sit down. zudxia < 3

Open your book. fankai sha B
Close your book. héshang shu & L4,
Where is your pen? nide bi zaindli ? PR B AR L ?
Put your pen down. ba gang bi fingxia ENERT .
Listen to me. ting wo shuo W i o
Look at me. kanzhe wd BEK.
Please be quiet. qing anjing &
Turn around. zhudn guo lai k.
Form groups of.... fenchéng:+++zli 720 AR
work together yiqi hézud —EE1E
Think of... xidngcht <115 AU

be creative ydu chuangzioli A
read da 2

write Xié 5

Read after me. gén wo di BRI

Ask him/her. Wen ta i) At /
question wenti Je1] 25

answer huid4 =]

Answer his/her question. huid4 tade wenti [F] 2 Ath, / oty () ) 25
Turn to page... fandao __ ye 22| IR I
Come to the front of the class. | ddo jidngtaishang 14i G k.
Come here. guolai k.

Go over there. dao nali qu P 195210 8

Excuse me, may I please go to

dardo yixia, wo kéyi qu cesud

TM—F, BT LAE BT

the toilet? ma? g ?
I’'m sorry I'm late. Duibuqi, wo chidao le XA, FIBET .
I had an appointment. -=+w0 you yigeé yuéhui BHE "M%
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I was sick.

-*wo bingle

P 1.

I had a family matter.

w0 jiali youshi

e LR

If you know the answer, put

your hand up.

rigud ni zhidao daan, qing

jushou

W RRATE A , ET

Tell me.

gaosu wo

R

Excuse me, could you please

dardo yixia, ni kéyi bangzhu

TR —F, fRaT LA Bh &

help me? wo ma ? fg 2

Could I please ask for leave? | wo kéyi qingjia ma ? FerT LAE R 2
Class has started. yijing shangke le o BT .
Class is over. Xiake le THRT.

It’s time for your break. shi xiax1 de shihou le R E R T
No excuses! bliyao zhdo jiekéu ANEFAEN!
Great job! hdo yang de UFFER !

Good work! gande hdo T154f !

Well done! zud de bucud LR AR !
Fantastic! tai bang le NEET !
Congratulations! gongxi RE!

Please speak louder qing dadianshéng shuo KR AU,
Stop talking! qing @njing LR

Take your time. manman lai gk

Hurry up. kuaidian PRAL

classroom jiaoshi H=

Meet me in my office. dao bangdngshi 14i zhdowd BITPA R
teacher ldoshi Z '
student xuéshéng =425

Ask... question wen -*-wenti Ji] eeeees Ji] et
form groups zlichéng xidozil A A

form pairs jié chéng dui g5 iRt

Talk to your partner. hé nide dadang shué FRAFERS e
Every student in the group xidozll de méige xuéshéng N2
in your group nide xiGozi zhdng FEARI /N

I have a question.

wo you yigeé wenti

BAH AR




Do you understand?

ni dong le ma ?

PRl T2

I understand. wo dong le KT

I don’t understand. wo buddng AN

I understand a little bit. wo dong le yidigndidn BET A A
What don’t you understand? | ndge difang ni budong ? WA 1 5 AR AN ?
What is this? zhe shi shénme ? XA A

Please translate this. qing fanyi zhege HREEA.

What is the English name?

zheégeéde yingwén mingzi shi

shénme ?

RXANHESCA T RAT A

What is the Chinese name?

zhege de zhongwén mingzi shi

A TR A2

shénme ?

word danci AT
sentence juzi NS
letter zimil i ()
noun mingci CAT|
verb dongei #yiA]
adjective xingrongci TE 2510
pronoun daici AR
conjunction lianci %A
adverb fuci fil] 1]
present tense xianzai shi HAER
past tense guoqu shi it 25X
future tense jianglai shi bES it
dialogue duihua Xf ik
activity hu6dong 53
bame youxi TR
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CHAPTER ONE: Home

Hometown and Family

Lesson Snapshot: Students are introduced to the concept of discussing their origins and
becoming comfortable sharing their ideas, interacting with the teacher and getting to know

one another.

"@ Part 1: Hometown
FeE—H0: £5

Vocabulary: Introduce key words and write them on blackboard. Students can call out the
Chinese and use the space to write translations. Work on pronunciation. Students then write three

“home” related words of their own. (For teachers)

fERERE ST P HPER, REEE=A5RKZHXKMIAEE R, (For students)

home hometown city
countryside hang out busy
quiet foreigners local dish

Conversation: Talk with students about their hometowns using these questions. (For teachers)

A2 Iitie LA F A @ . (For students)

Who is from the countryside?
HEk B RA?

Who is from the city?
HER B3 ?

Where are you from?

PR B R ?

Is your hometown quiet or busy?

REIK 2 2 T HNE R ?
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What is your hometown’s local dish?

K Z st A?

Are there foreigners in your hometown?

TEVR R 2 A HME A2

Where do you hang out with your friends?
R AR B I ACHE VR B B 2

Pair work: Ask your friend the following questions and write down his/her answers. Pairs will
share their answers with the class.

) RS RS LA T 8 A AL S R &%

What is your name?
R ft-a 4452

His/her name is

Where are you from?
PRk R 2

He/she is from

Are you from the countryside or the city?
PRK B ARSI 3 1T 2
He/she is from the

What is your hometown’s local dish?
K Z T AT A2

The local dish in his/her hometown is

Where do you hang out with your friends?
PR T AR K IR ACAE DR B e ?
He/she hangs out at




~~ CHAPTER ONE: Home

4> Part 2: Family
B oEN: KR

Vocabulary: After drilling vocabulary, students write the following words into a family tree.

The teacher completes the family tree on the board. Students should call out the answers. (For

teachers)

2R LN, FHBAF B 2 I K ER R 7R 5E . (For students)

myself & H cousin 5t / 5 / W / 4k son JLF

mother £} aunty gk / B4 / Gk daughter %)L

father 3 3F uncle FURL / B 5 / A11A grandma fH B} / SME B}
brother &f&f / 5 2 nephew 11 / #1345 grandpa 14 / #MHAL
sister ZH4H / IRak niece £ & / #MH L husband 3L K

wife #1-

‘ myself )
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Gap Fill: Students fill in the gaps. Teacher elicits the answers. (For teachers)
HELL F4¥ . (For students)

Example: My mother’s mother is my grandma.

. BEESRKEESERRASMEEE

My father’s brother is my

My sister’s son is my

My brother’s daughter is my

My cousin’s mother is my

My is my grandma’s daughter.

My sister’s mother is my

Additional Learning:

step mother step father step brother step sister
mother-in-law father-in-law brother-in-law sister-in-law
husband wife divorce parents
ex-husband ex-wife siblings

Conversation: In pairs, students ask each other the questions below and fill in the gaps. Chat

with students about their partner’s responses.

GixtgR2) o FORBIFERS LA )8, [B1%F32 1R HF 4 22 A AL b R e % .

How many people are there in your family?
EAILEAN?

There are people in my family.

Do you have any siblings?
PR LR B A ?
Yes, I have / No, I don’t.

Where are your parents from?
1345 S JEL LN

Mum is from and dad is from

How often do you talk to your parents?
PR 2 AFRI S B — IR R ?

Once a week/twice a week/a few times a week/everyday.



CHAPTER ONE: Home

Students write down four questions of their own to ask teacher.

A8 H DY A ) B K 18] [e) 22 e

i ?
2. ?
3. ?
4. ?

Cultural Tip: In England it is common for families to enjoy a roast dinner together on
Sunday evenings. This tradition is affectionately known as the “Sunday roast” .
XAt EXE, AE®RLE, —FKABEEZHERBREMRE LK. WASGEHE
BORVIMRR D “FAHBR” .

(
&
v
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Dialogue

Thomas: Hi, it’s lovely to meet you.

Yasmin: Great to meet you too. What’s your name?
Thomas: I’'m Thomas! What about you?

Yasmin: [’'m Yasmin. Where are you from?

Thomas: I'm from Changsha in Hunan province. It’s a pretty big city and very busy. Where are

you from?

Yasmin: That’s cool. I'm from a small village in the countryside called Shaodong. It’s really

quiet there but the food is so good. The local dish is egg dumplings. I miss my hometown a lot.
Thomas: That sounds delicious! Where do you hang out with your friends?

Yasmin: When I’m at home I usually go to the lake to go fishing or ride my bike to the local

school to play basketball. Changsha is a very big city, are there any foreigners there?

Thomas: Yes, there are lots of foreigners in Changsha. I have some foreign friends. We usually

hang out at the cinema, food street or on Orange Island. Do you have any siblings?

Yasmin: Yeah, I have two brothers and a sister. My brother recently had a son so that makes me

an uncle!
Thomas: Congratulations! So where are your parents from?

Yasmin: Well dad is from Shaodong but mum is from Loudi. She moved to Shaodong when my

parents got married. What about your parents?

Thomas: Mum is from Shanghai and dad is from Guangzhou. They live in Shenzhen now. It’s a

long way away but I talk to them a few times a week so it’s not too bad.



