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Unit 1 Business Giants

ri BT

Henry Fok: A Life of Devotion

Although not the richest man in Hong Kong, he donated' the largest
amount of money. He made a huge contribution in the 1970s to help
China join football’s governing body FIFA.

Henry Fok passed away in Beijing on October 30, 2006, aged 84,
after a long battle with cancer. Millions of Chinese were sad at the loss.

“His unselfishness and devotion to the country earned him great
respect,” said a Hong Kong-based newspaper. “His achievements went far
beyond the huge wealth he earned”

Born into a fishing family in 1923, FoK’s life was a classic rags-to-
riches tale. Until the age of six he didn’t even own a pair of shoes. His
father died when he was only seven, leaving the family even poorer. Yong
Fok was forced to quit his junior high school when Japan occupied Hong
Kong in 1941. To make ends meet, he worked as a laborer at the port and
suffered beatings from the Japanese.

“He witnessed the humiliation’ Hong Kong met with under
Japanese control and realized the importance of a strong home country;”

said one of Fok’s old friends.

' donate /dov'nert/ vt. B, W4k (W%, HISEMGAZEES )
* humiliation /hju: milt'etfn/ n. /8, g™
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With this belief, Fok began his effort to help revive' China after the
war. During the 1950-1953 Korean War, Fok risked his life breaking a
US-led embargo’ and shipped medicine and other supplies to support
the mainland. His charity foundation set up in 1977 has put more than 5
billion yuan into the mainland’s development.

A sports fan, Fok attached great importance to Chinese people’s
health and contributed to building gyms around China. Since the
Barcelona Olympic Games in 1992, whenever a Chinese athlete has won
an Olympic medal, Fok’s foundation has given him or her prize money
and gold.

He travelled tirelessly around the globe to win support for Beijing’s
bid’ to host the Olympic Games, despite his old age. After Beijing’s
success, he made another donation of 200 million yuan.

He Zhenliang, a Chinese official in the International Olympic
Committee remembered the help he received from Fok. “In his eyes,
sport is the window of a country. The betterment of sports, he believed,
would help China to get rid of its weak image and improve the lives of
ordinary people,” said He. Fok, however, couldn’t fulfill his biggest wish
to attend the Beijing Games’ opening ceremony.

“Henry FoK’s life illustrated” the responsibility of fortune very well,”
said Guo Zhichun, a Chinese columnist’. His deeds cause us to think
about what we might do for the country, he said. ( Adapted from an
article in China Daily, November 6, 2006 )

IR PRBEAIRA — 2k
BRRRFREBRROER, 2AERTHARKGER, 20

revive /r1'varv/ vt. fEREN / FEW R @ . 1R sE
embargo /im'ba:gov/ n. 284 LR G 4 HHES%
bid /bid/ n. #eh5, #br; )

illustrate /'tlestrert/ ve. JHSZM) . BIZEZEULH . M SEY)
columnist /'kolomnist/ n. ER/EFK
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Sir Run Run Shaw: A Business Giant With Noble Qualities

A E U R, RERFERORE,

TAMENROABRAETIBR . WH5E, AR, EMAZ,

FRIEEAA, AABFRREHA, HRAAZRIERA
FIZE D EK

Sir Run Run Shaw (23 November 1907-7 January 2014), also
known as Shao Yifu, was a Hong Kong entertainment mogul' and
philanthropist’. He was one of the most influential figures in the Asian
entertainment industry.

Career

In 1925, Shaw’s brothers, led by the eldest brother Runje Shaw,
established Tianyi Film Company (also called Unique Film Productions)
in Shanghai, and Run Run began his film career doing odd jobs for the
company. In 1927, Shaw, then 19 years old, went to Singapore to assist his
third elder brother Runme Shaw in their business venture there, initially
to market films to Southeast Asia’s Chinese community. Tianyi produced
what is considered the first sound-on-film Chinese talkie in 1931, and
made the first Cantonese’ sound film in 1932. It was highly successful,
and Tianyi established a branch in Hong Kong in 1934.

Just before the Japanese invasion of Shanghai in 1937, Tianyi moved

its operation to Hong Kong, shipping its equipment from Shanghai. In

" ‘mogul /'mogl/ n. ‘BEAY)
? philanthropist /fi'leenOrapist/ n. Z£3% %
* Cantonese /kenta'ni:z/ n. | 751



his early days in Singapore, Run Run Shaw supervised the company’s
business while Runme travelled north to Malaya to establish ties with
local theatre owners. In 1927, having noticed that there were few cinemas
in Malaya, Runme decided to open four cinemas there to show their
films. By 1939, the brothers owned a chain of 139 cinemas across the
region; the chain would later include Singapore’s first air-conditioned
cinema, at Beach Road. The brothers began to make Malay films in
Singapore in 1937. Inspired by the success of films intended for Malay
audiences, for example Leila Majnun in 1934, and other films from the
Dutch East Indies, the brothers established Malay Film Productions
(MFP).This company would eventually produce over 160 Malay films.

Shaw Brothers Studios

In 1957, Run Run Shaw moved to Hong Kong, which was emerging
as the new centre of Chinese-language cinema. Shaw copied Hollywood
by setting up a permanent' production site where his actors worked and
lived on 46 acres purchased from the government in Clearwater Bay. At
the opening of the Shaw Movietown in December 1961, Shaw Studios
had the world’s largest privately owned film-production outfit with about
1,200 workers shooting and editing films daily.

By the 1960s, Shaw Brothers had become the biggest producer of
movies in Asia. Notable films produced by Shaw include director Li Han-
hsiang’s The Magnificent Concubine, which took the Grand Prix at the
1962 Cannes Film Festival; the 1963 blockbuster’ musical film The Love
Eterne, also directed by Li Han-hsiang; King Hu's 1966 pioneering’ wuxia
film Come Drink with Me; and Chang Cheh’s 1967 The One-Armed
Swordsman, which broke box office records. His companies in Shanghai,

Singapore and Hong Kong made more than 1,000 movies, with annual

' permanent /'p3:manant/ adj. /AN, AKIEM
* blockbuster /'blokbasto/ n. Fz— i ) A sk 34
* pioneering /para o/ adj. H AN, JeIK
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production peaking at 50 pictures in 1974 when Shaw was described as
the “Czar of Asian Movies”.

The studio declined in the 1970s. Shaw began to focus his
efforts on television. Shaw Studios also entered a new era with Shaw’s
majority investment (through his various holding companies) in the
US$180,000,000 Hong Kong Movie City project, a 1,100,000 square feet
(100,000 m®) studio and production facility in Tseung Kwan O.

Television Broadcasts Limited

In 1967, he co-founded TVB, the first free-to-air television station
in Hong Kong, growing it into a multibillion-dollar TV empire with
channels broadcast in 30 markets including the US, and Canada, making
it the world’s largest producer of Chinese-language programs. Shaw took
a greater interest in TVB after succeeding the deceased Harold Lee as its
chairman in 1980. Under his chairmanship, TVB successfully launched
the careers of international stars such as Chow Yun-fat and Maggie
Cheung, singers such as Leslie Cheung and Anita Mui, and directors like
Wong Kar-wai. In 2006, TVB had 80 percent of Hong Kong's viewers and
78 percent of the city’s TV advertising market.

In December 2011, Run Run Shaw retired as chairman of Television
Broadcasts Ltd. at the age of 104 after more than 40 years at Hong Kong’s
biggest television company.

Community Life

Sir Run Run Shaw was an advocate and financial supporter of the
Hong Kong Arts Festival in which he became the first chairman of the
Festival. He was also chairman of the Hong Kong Arts Centre’s Board of
Governors. He was a member of the Board of Trustees of United College,
one of the colleges of the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He became a
vice-chairman of the Board of Trustees in 1972 and was appointed to the
University Council of the Chinese University in 1977. Other public posts
included vice-president of the Hong Kong Girl Guides Association, and



the Hong Kong Society for Rehabilitation.

Philanthropy

Over the years, Shaw donated HK$6.5 billion to charities, schools
and hospitals in Hong Kong and mainland China through the Sir
Run Run Shaw Charitable Trust and the Shaw Foundation, including
donations of HK$4.75 billion to educational institutions in mainland
China, which helped to build 6,013 construction projects ranging from
primary schools to university libraries. More than 5,000 buildings in
China’s college campuses bear Shaw’s Chinese name, “Yifu”, which has
become so ubiquitous' that many mistake it as a generic name. Shaw
College, the fourth constituent college of the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, is also named after him, whose donations made the establishment
of the college possible. His other major donations include 10 million
British pounds in 1990 to help establish the Run Run Shaw Institute of
Chinese Affairs at Oxford University, and US$13 million for disaster
relief after the 2008 Sichuan earthquake.

Shaw Prize

In 2002, Shaw established an international award, the Shaw Prize,
for scientists in three areas of research, namely astronomy, mathematics,
and life and medical science. The award is up to US$1 million, and the
first prize was awarded in 2004.

Death

He died at his residence on 7 January 2014, aged 106, and survived
by his four children, nine grandchildren and several great-grandchildren.
His body was transferred” from the United Christian Hospital to the
Hong Kong Funeral Home at North Point on 10 January 2014. Shaw’s

remains were brought to the Cape Collinson Crematorium in Chai Wan

' ubiquitous /ju: ‘bikwitas/ adj. LT ATERY, ERAFFER
* transfer /treens 3:/ v. $#55
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