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Preface

You are looking at a photo album. To be more precise, you are looking at the real life
of ordinary Chinese people.

Not until the invention of photography had human beings been able to create visual
replications of history. The visual past before that is missing forever. As history has been
moving forward, photography has been developing. In the late 1880s, photographers
aimed their cameras at society. Social life and human activities became the main themes.
In the 1930s, the U.S. Farm Security Administration launched a project called “FSA
Photographs.” It brought the combination of photography and social documentary to the
next level. In the early 1990s, the Photographic Report of China Hope Project reflected
the existing status of China’s rural education through the camera.

Mass media have been growing fast. Interpreting images has become the main
approach to understanding the era and society in which we live. Therefore, the effect
of using photos to record our life has been more prominent, and the responsibility and
duty it bears is more comprehensive and powerful than it used to be. The intention of
compiling Chinese Stories Told in Pictures is to use photos to present the enormous changes in
China’s social life in the years after it adopted the reform and opening-up policy as well
as the life and dreams of the ordinary Chinese.

Photos collected in this book are all from the special-themed photos taken by teachers
and photography students in the Art School of Dalian Medical University during the
period of 2012 to 2016. Most of the students are now active in China’s mainstream media.

The photography major of the Art School of Dalian Medical University is a special major



of Liaoning Province. It stresses the combination of teaching and practice and endeavors
to enhance the students’ ability of taking press and documentary photographs. In recent
years, students have attended many major national and international competitions, such
as World Press Photo (WPP) and China International Press Photo Contest (CHIPP) and
won multiple awards. Photographers mentioned in this book are winners of Picture of the
Year China, China Press Photo Award and Pingyao International Photography Festival.

“Passion is the thing, not ambition that brings you to the top.” The photographers,
filling their souls with the love and passion of photography and life, use their cameras to
reflect different dimensions of society. They bring visual and spiritual impact to people
with driginal choice of subject and fierce point of view, and they ask people to review
this pluralist society, to discover the “truth, sincerity and beauty” of it, and learn to work
hard, be content and be grateful. Photos in this book are records of the changes and
development of China. From these very specific and micro scenes, we can see the big
picture of the reality and blueprint of the whole China.

The photos included in this book are categorized into nine themes: Changes in
Life, Chinese Dreams, People from All Trades, Family and Love, New Scenes in the
Countryside, Rural Education for Children, Traditional Culture and Customs, Spring
Festival Travel Rush, and In the Face of Catastrophes. Each theme consists of two to
eight sets of related photos taken by one or more photographers. And each set contains
five to 15 photos, depicting slices of life.

In this book, you will witness the changes Internet has quietly brought to people’s
lives; you will meet the newly married couple with sweet smiles on their faces in Gaoyou
Village, Baoding, Hebei Province; and you will watch the moving scenes from the Lushan
Earthquake, Sichuan Province .... Through unsophisticated eyes, you will see that even at
the unnoticed corners of the country, people still have a great longing for happiness and

hold in their minds their never-faded “The Chinese Dream.”

Li Yi
Dean of the Art School of Dalian Medical University
December 1, 2016
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Sinology Boom in Chinese Temples
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Sinology is rooted in classics of Pre-Qin Dynasty (21st
century BC—221 AD) and hundreds schools of thoughts,
covering the essences of culture of all historical periods. In
recent years, there is a boom of Sinology in China. From 2009
to 2014, the Sinology Summer Camp held by Dacaowang
Temple had lasted for five years. The temple is situated
in the countryside of Jiaxing, Zhejiang Province and the
camp is designed for primary and junior high students. The
temple provides traditional sinology education on site with
specially-recruited professional sinology teachers and military
instructors. The number of applicants has seen a continuous
increase due to word of mouth among parents. In 2014, the
camp had 80 students. Some of them came as far as Chengdu,
Sichuan Province.

Exactly at five in the morning, the temple bell rings.
Students get up and assemble to practice horse stance
and running with monks in the lead. Day courses include
recitation of classics, calligraphy, acupuncture, cupping therapy,
flower arrangement, tea ceremony, gratitude education and
coordination activity. And at night there is a class of sitting
meditation.

The students follow a military routine under the
management of military instructors. They make their own beds

and wash their own clothes and dishes.
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Students queue up for entering the classroom in order after dinner.

A sinology teacher talks with students.

A sinology teacher sits at the back of the dining room and checks the bowl! of each student.
One student received severe criticism because he left too much food in his bowl.

Students line up in formation following the order given by the military instructor. It's easier for
the monk to manage the class when the students settle down.

The one-hour sitting meditation is a fixed section at night. Surrounded by peaceful music,
quite a number of students fell asleep.

A boy, being naughty in an outdoor activity class, stands at the request of a monk at the
front door of the main hall with his head bent to ruminate upon his faults.

A boy sits in silence in a sinology class. Sitting-in-silence, which is to train students to
settle down by themselves, lasts for over half an hour.
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The students are at different ages and heights. In order to let the summer camp operate in a better order, a monk is
arranging them to queue up.

Younger students dining. Through education and strict control, students gradually form the habit of not wasting food.
Students learn cupping therapy under instructions from the teacher.

A boy plays guitar during the noon break, while his roommate practices folding the quilts into the shape of tofu over
and over again.

Students run back to the classroom from the dorm as night class break ends.
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Digital Class for the Elderly
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To the post-30s, using apps is a struggle. To the post-90s,
the FM/AM of radios is alien. These two groups of Chinese,
despite the huge gap in between, now get together in the top
library of China because of a special position there. In this
section, we went to the National Library of China to interview
a group of young people who are there just for “teaching the
elderly to use the computer for Internet surfing.” They open up
a brand new cyber world for the elderly by teaching them the
simplest concepts, such as chat and watching a movie online.

This is the last time in 2014 for “Care for the Elderly,” a
public welfare training service held by the National Library of
China, aiming at assisting the elderly participants to realize
that “the elderly have something to learn, something to do and
something to enjoy.” The training lasted for two hours, with
another half an hour for a Q&A session. The senior trainees
each were equipped with a computer, which showed the
synchronized interface of the post-90s trainer’s PowerPoint.
The elderly took notes with pen and paper while listening to
the trainer.
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Each senior trainee in the class is equipped with a desk, a seat and a computer.
A lady watches the screen closely in the class.

In the National Library of China, a member of the post-85s team introduces a gray-haired elderly man to the
procedure for surfing the Internet.
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04 A lady records the course video playing on the computer with her mobile phone.
05 Though it's a digital class, the elderly can’t handle typing on the computer, so they write
their notes with pen and paper.



