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PREFACE

Today Omega is one of the world's biggest watch manufacturers. The
brand has reached a high in the beginning years of the twenty-first
century in both image and technological development that nary a soul
would have dared to even dream during the era of the so-called quartz
crisis in the 1970s. Nicolas G. Hayek, chairman of the board of the
Swatch Group, recognized the underused potential of the traditional
brand and within just a few years formed a marque that is in more
demand all over the world than ever before in its entire 160-year history.

With this book, we would like to provide a brief glimpse into that which
makes Omega so exceptional foday.

Alongside a brief history of the brand, we present you abouf

one hundred of the most remarkable models the Swiss luxury brand
manufactures. Alongside the winners of the chronometer competition
at the beginning of the last century, you will see the legendary
Moonwatch and the current co-axial models, which have laid the
cornerstone for Omega'’s future as a manufacture. We will also show
you some of the most beautiful and exclusive pieces that the global
brand based in Biel has to offer.

It is, of course, impossible to be exhaustive here. lllustrating the entire
multiplicity of models from the course of the 160-year history of
Omega within these pages would be a near impossibility. Qur goal,
therefore, is fo invite you to browse these pages and perhaps dream
alitle.

A big thank-you goes out to Christiane Hahn of Werbewelf Relations
for her strong support in the creation of
this book.

Heidelberg, August 2009
Henning Mtzlitz
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John F. Kennedy also wore Omega
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;ﬁ OMAEGA g@ Omega advertising on the occasion

of the Olympic Games in 1932 in
Los Angeles

160 YEARS
OF SUCCESS

Omega is founded on a more than 160-year history of success,
characterized by precision, innovation, variety, and the courage to
travel new paths.

This globally reputable brand starfed out as a small one-man
show: in 1848, 23-year-old Louis Brandf founded a so-called
comptoir detablissage in La Chaux-de-Fonds, a city locafed in
Switzerland’s Jura canton. This small enterprise was dedicated
to the hand assembly of individual waftch components and even
included a department for distribution and sales. The company’s
own creations quickly became a great success thanks to their
aftractive appearances. From 1877 onward, the company was
called Louis Brandf & Fils and was managed by sons Louis

Paul and Cesar after the death of their father. The company
moved fo Biel in 1880, among other things in order fo enjoy
improved travel connections as well as the opportunity fo use
free water power—which during the era of industrialization was
an immense advantage for a geographical location. The brothers
had the future in mind — a future in which they were planning

fo completely make their own watches with movements they

160 YEARS OF SUCCESS 7
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Fourteen-time Olympic champion
Michael Phelps swears by Omega
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developed themselves; in other words, they wanted to establish
a complete watch manufacture. This plan was realized most
successfully and saw the company becoming the largest
watch factory in Switzerland by 1889.

The name Omega was first used in 1894 when the

successful caliber of the same name set a new standard in
terms of simple design and interchangeability of movement
components. In 1903, “Omega” was officially integrated into
the company’s own moniker: Societe Anonyme Louis Brandt &

Frere - Omega Watch Co. The name remained valid until 1982;

since then it has been simply called Omega SA.
Precision had always been Paul-Emile Brandt's first
commandment, a man who led the watch enterprise for fifty

BRE2EFE - R5E, B
199545 2 FF i 1B {E B K A 72
KAE

years from 1903. In 1919, Omega won ifs first precision
competition of the Neuchatel observatory. In the 1920s and
‘30s, this success was repeated several fimes and even
gave rise fo a line that remains firmly enfrenched in Omega’s
collection to this day: the Constellation Chronometer, which
was top dog among the chronometry authorities’ testing for
many long years. In 1967, the one-millionth certificate was
issued to Omega. And even today Omega remains one of
the brands receiving the most chronometer certificates for

mechanical wristwatches every year.

Another tradition began in 1909 when Omega first enfered
the stage as the official fiming partner for a sports event, a
tradition that the Swiss company has consistently maintained

Supermodel Cindy Crawford has
been a member of the “Omega
family” since 1995
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Hollywood actor Nicole Kidman was hired to inspire women to
wear the exclusive creations made in Biel

imekeepers on land when sno
‘ Wers researching the deep seas. Tl

worn by Hollywood actors such as George Clooneyv and :
Daniel Craig :

e for Omega at the beginning of the
great financial loss and damage
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segment. Salvation came — as for many other traditional
Swiss brands — from Nicolas G. Hayek, who reorganized

the ASUAG (Aligemeine Schweizerische Uhrenindustrie AG)
group, securing survival for brands such as Certina, Longines,
Mido, and Rado. In 1985, the SMH Group, which emerged
from the ashes of ASUAG and was renamed Swatch Group in
1998, took over Omega and integrated it into what has now
become the world’s largest watch concern.

Hayek not only made it possible fo reissue the brand’s

successful historical models, with an extensive image
campaign he also ensured that Omega would be perceived
as an exclusive lifestyle object alongside its demand on
technical prowess. Actors, professional athletes, and other
personalities were infegrated into the “Omega family” during
the 1990s. Celebrities such as Cindy Crawford, Michael

Caliber 8500, outfitted with a co-axial escapemern
is the first movement completely developed by
Omega in the brand’s recent history
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The Omega Speedmaster accompanied
American astronauts to the moon
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Schumacher, Nicole Kidman, George Clooney, and — most
recently — American swim star Michael Phelps ensured that
Omega mainfained a constant presence on the world’s stage,
garnering attention everywhere.

In terms of the art of watchmaking, Omega has gained
enormously in reputation in the last fifteen years: the Central
Tourbillon debuting in 1994 has allowed the brand to climb

to the summit of haute horlogerie. The co-axial caliber first
presented fen years ago with its innovative, almost friction-free
escapement, has been constantly developed and optimized to
this day, securing a place for the brand at the top of the global
watchmaking industry.
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recialion

OMEGA WATCH COMPANY

SWITZERLAND

MANNED FLGHT AWARENESS
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In 1970, NASA awarded Omega the Snoopy Award in
recognition of the brand's service to the moon landing
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