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Warm-up Activity
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Read and appreciate the following quotes
about nature and then try to fulfill the
communicative task with your partners.

My philosophy of life is work,I want to reveal

the secret of nature,for the benefit of mankind. —Edison
Only obey nature,to manage natural. —Francis Bacon
I don’t love,but love more human nature. —Baron

Nature never deceives us,to deceive us forever is our own.

—Rousseau
Only obey nature,can conquer nature. —Darwin
Mother nature is good ,but also the butcher callous. —Hugo
Nature of each field is marvelous. —Aristotle
Days have often, nature is the true law. —Xun Zi
Rather, compulsory natural obeys natural. —Aeschylus

Communicative task .

Work in pairs and describe one of your favorite scenic spots.

Hints .

nature ; human beings ; beauty ; feelings about nature ,etc. .
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On Cottages in General( Abridged) )

by Helen Allingham and Steward Dick

For it is not the large houses that live in the
memory of the visitor.
He goes through them as a matter of duty,

and forgets about them as a matter of course. The

pictures that linger in his mind, called up in a

moment by such sensations as the smell of roses
or of new-mown hay ,are of a simpler nature. A little cottage nestling amidst the way-
side trees,the blue smoke curling up against the green,and a bower of roses round
the door;or perhaps a village street of which the name has been long forgotten, with
its rambling old inn,and,a little distance away,the hoary, grey church-tower in its
township of tomb stones—these are the pictures of old England that are carried away
to other climes. And it is the cottage ,more homely than the inn,more sacred than the

- church , that we remember best.

Such places have no history at all, their life have not been set in the public eye,

and they have always been so wrapt up in their own affairs, that they have never
noticed how time is passing,and so they have brought down into the life of today—the
traditions of two or three hundred years ago.
B But though they do not pose,those quiet places,yet it is through them that the
- deep,main current of English life has flowed. For it is a shallow theory that views
history as the annals of a court, or the record of the lives of a few famous men.
Doubtless such have their significance , but it is easy to overrate their importance , and
they afford but little clue to the life of the people, which is the real history of the
country. And until recent days, it was not through the cities that this main stream
flowed , but through innumerable little country towns and villages.

And these little villages and hamlets are planted all over England, sometimes
close together, sometimes more widely spread, but seldom more than a mile or two
apart. Written history may have nothing to say regarding them,but they have helped
to make history. They have gathered few legends beyond those which time has

written on the walls in weather stains and grey lichen,but the men who were born in
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those humble cottages have wrought in other lands legends that live today. Their cosy
homes were bit newly built when the desperate tides of the civil war surged round
them. Half a century later they formed part of the army which “swore terribly in Flan-
ders” , and in fifty years more they were laying the foundations of our great Indian
empire. Then the arid fields of Spain saw them as they followed the Iron Duke
through the dogged years of the Peninsular war, and they took part in his crowning
triumph at Waterloo. Later still, India knew them once more ,and the snowy trenches
of the Crimea, and but yesterday Afghanistan, Egypt, and South Africa called them
forth again.

And all the while that those truant birds upheld the name of England abroad,
leaving their bones in many lands, their brothers and sisters carried forward the old
traditions at home , living their busy , unobtrusive , useful lives,and lying down to rest
at last in the old familiar churchyard. And after all, this last is the real life of Eng-
land , for the sake of which those wars were waged and bloody battles fought. It is the
productive life which brings wealth and prosperity and happiness to a nation, and
lays the foundation of all that is its honor and its pride.

There is nothing obtrusive about the old cottages. They do not dominate the
landscape , but are content to be part of it,and to pass unnoticed unless one looks
specially for their homely beauties. The modern house ,on the other hand , makes a bid
for your notice. It is built on high ground ,commands a wide range of country  and is
seen from far and wide. But the old cottage prefers to nestle snugly in shady valleys.
The trees grow closely about it in an intimate, familiar v‘vay,and at a little distance
only the wreath of curling smoke tells of its presence.

Indeed , the old cottage has always been something so close and so familiar to
us,that its charms have been almost entirely overlooked, and it is only of recent
years ,when fast falling into decay, that it has formed a theme for pen and pencil.
Truth to tell, of late years a change has come over England.

The life that the old cottage typifies is now a thing of the past, and is daily
fading more and more into the distance. Twentieth-century England , the England of
the railway ,the telegraph,and the motorcar,is not the England of these old cottages.
Our point of view has changed. We no longer see the old homely life from within, but
from the outside. But the commonplace of yesterday becomes the poetry of today,
such a glamour does the magician. Time cast over things, and the old life becomes
ever more and more attractive as it slips away from us,and we watch it disappear with

regretful and kindly eyes.
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% sensation [ sen 'seifn | n. L s L R s 22 Bl i
- hay [ he1] n.
g . & B %
© curd [kail] n.  HihY :
vi. | :
ramble [ 'reembl | vi. B & 1
n. 820 ;187 18R
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significance [ sig 'nifikans] n B E R EEN
clue [ kluz | n &z PR
innumerable [1'njurmorabl] a. TR, BOASTE Y
seldom ['seldom ] ad. R I HER AR
gather ['geda(r) ] wr.  WCHE B R (O s oKk B
legend [ledzond | n. fRULAEE A B0 B
humble [ 'hambl ] a. W TR
. {EHREAR
cosy [ 'kouzi | a. EFIE G R0 s PR s SR AU Y
surge [ s3:d3] n. M
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foundation [faun'deifn] n. i 5 FEA
arid ['zerid ] a. T 05 LRSI ToHR Y
dogged ['dogid ] a. TS P 5 PR
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triumph ["tratamf ]
trench [ trent/ |
truant ['truzont |
uphold [ Ap 'hould ]
unobtrusive [ .Anab 'truzsiv ]
wage [ weids ]
productive [ pra 'daktiv ]
dominate ['dpminert |
indeed [in 'dizd ]
overlook [ ouva 'luk]
decay [ di'ker]
typify [ 'tipifai]

fade [ferd ]

commonplace ['kpmonpleis |
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Phrases and Expressions

call up

wrap up

have nothing to do
lay foundations
once more

all the while

carry forward

on the other hand
prefer to

truth to tell
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o Notes

A little cottage nestling amidst the wayside trees,the blue smoke curling up against the

green ,and a bower of roses round the door. INI A SRR AE B 2 R A rh g Y
B b RO 5% 5, B R Y BOR AR GE 5 [ 12

... or perhaps a village street of which the name has been long forgotten, with its
rambling old inn. B{F, — 2R AHIL M/IME b A BB A KBTS MRS o
1%/5]F 9 has been long forgotten” fifi FH (Y &4 BhiE A&
PANERMEEARGH . T8 +be +33 £ ( + by + SMERIANE) .
f4n . F5h1E 7 : Everyone likes her.
#3157 : She is liked by everyone,
She told me that the bicycle had been repaired by her father. 5 /f
RETFERMEEEN.

. But though they do not pose,those quiet places, yet it is through them that the deep,

main current of English life has flowed. RS TG/ TC 5., A ZEHAERE, TRUTAY
e [ AR 1 0 AN EAR LA i
TEBLTE 58 U 19 /8) o, already 3 1T %€ 0], yet % F 45 %€ B FISE ] 4], {2 yet
A A I .
(1) TR EmS, BER A M 125 B
#5411 : He is not yet here. fliif K F|
At three o'clock they had not yet decided whether to play basketball or not.
= BT R P R AT HEER
(2) HTgeEmah  BER EA",
B4 Is everything ready yet 7 —YJARMER LT T 57
GYMTH=ZAS, BERE R L/
40 - she is yet a child. iif &~ F.

. And until recent days, it was not through the cities that this main stream flowed, but

through innumerable little country towns and villages. 8|4~ A LA, e B A= 76 1 F i
EATESTT , MRAE S B, EATHHERAE S .
WA FE) A IR TE S i R L SR, R A coountl LB R
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P4 : You mustn’t eat anything until you see the doctor. & if EE 4 Z )5, IR A GEFZ
A,

Don’t get off the bus until it has stopped. F45%& T LU F 4.

. Half a century later they formed part of the army which “swore terribly in Flanders” ,

and in fifty years more they were laying the foundations of our great Indian empire. 4~

L2 UG M TTOMATREA, 72 B 28 EE B R . I+ Z4FRE A, 1K
BB B T A

6. And all the while that those truant birds upheld the name of England abroad,leaving. . .
useful lives,and lying down to rest at last in the old familiar churchyard. 433 %6 ;i J5i

EXZONEEINATE 2,6 P AW S i A8 5L 6 kA — BAE M
NORFFR S ERE4.

. But the commonplace of yesterday becomes the poetry of today ,such a glamour does the

magician. 5 0] - FLI SR8 4 H PR A8

o Exercises

| . Choose the best answer according to the text.

1. According to the text, the place which has left the deepest impression on people is

A.inn
B. church

C. cottage

2. The reasons why these cottages have no history at all NOT including
A. they seldom call attention among the public
B. they are always involved with their own business

C. they are always aware of the passing of time

3. Concerning the contributions to history , which of the following statements is correct?
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A. Cottages have played the most important role in the forming of history.
B. Cottages have nothing to do with the making of history because written history has
nothing to say regarding them.

C. Cottages contribute to the forming of history.

4. According to the seventh paragraph,what change has come over England of late years?
A. Cottages have dominated the landscape.
B. Cottages have become popular among writers.

C. People prefer to live in the cottages now than to live in modern houses.

5. How do you understand “the commonplace of yesterday becomes the poetry of today” ?
A. “Poetry” refers to “modern houses”.
B. “Commonplace” refers to “cottages” .

C. More and more people want to live in the old cottages now.

Il . Match the words in Column A with their appropriate meanings in Column B.

1. foundation | a %
3. ramble c. TR, A TE Y
5. si@iﬁcmce o e. %x R
e R S et e
7. innu‘mera.ble | g it
i. M

i j.7‘%/‘iﬁ ‘ :
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. Fill in each of the blanks in the following sentences with a word or phrase chosen
from the Words and Phrases to Drill box. Change the forms where necessary.

1.1 like around in the country.

. We have no as to where she went after she left home.
. His name will go down in the

. Hopes of a peaceful settlement are now

. The apple tree is fruitful.

. She up in front of the fire with a book.

. Few people realized the of the discovery.

. There are stars in the sky.

O 00 N O s W

. According to the old Romulus was the founder of Rome.
10. He laid the of his success by study and hard work.

IV. Turn the following sentences into English, using the words and phrases you have
learned from the text.

1. A S 5 b & T, (have nothing to do)

2. NI UGREAEE AT . (gather)

3 X EEHFE A TR — KA. (triumph )

4. BT T =4/, — A EREA AR, (all the while )

5. B4 SHP S EET-? (decay)
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1. FETE 25 0] i i RTS8 F H the
5l : He is the best teacher even though he is so young. i /R 4E 4%, B #H 1%
53/ 38

2. Mg el RAERIE (UL T which J5) HAVH LLETE FII , the 47
B CCHRIEERS &) AT LA
#5141 ;: This book is( the ) best. XA P54 .
Which of the boys is( the ) tallest? XBEEH ZH BN BEZEA FRE?
EJR , M Ab T3R50 B 0 T 25 0] de o B0 A L 35030 1B sl A PR PR 48 Wi
i, LRI the 58 T AN BEA IS
4 : This dictionary is the best I can find. 332 3% 5B 2 Y B 4 A 1] #L

3.2 most F7 AU I, 75 LR A6 404 10 T L A
RS0, DGR A AS S e 1) 10 A JH R e
401 had a most unpleasant time at the airport. F&££ #1357 i 2 — 4R A far R
U
She is a most mysterious person. fill J&—{EH #IALHI A o

4. M B E]— N NS YAEA GO T 70 b, Ak T3R5 A 8 i e 2818 B
EHATAREM the,,
140 : Tom told me it was safest to go by train. 45 FIR AL K G LT 42,
Vegetables are best when they are fresh. & ST 8 i Fe 417

5. ST AR I B e, B Al — A NS LA R O T #EAT X B
R ] 5 e R T UL AN RE TN thee
il : He works hardest when he's doing something for his own. {t & B C 4535 i}
wEJ1o
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Exercise : Choose the proper structures to fill in the blanks to complete the following
sentences. '

1. She is I have ever known.
A. the kindest B. kindest
C. kinder D. the kinder
2. Which of the books ?
A. are interesting B. is the most interesting
C. are interested D. is interesting
3. Jim had pleasant time in Paris.
A. an B. the most
C. a most D. most
4. Fruit is to be absorbed when taken before meals.
A. best B. the best
C. the most best D. the most good
5. He runs when he is chased by police.
A. the faster B. the fastest

C. fast D. fastest



