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Fans are used in daily life as a tool to
generate a cooling breeze and provide relief
from heat. Fans have also become a rich and
colorful representation of Chinese culture
and art.

China has the earliest record of fan
usage in the world. There are a wide variety
of Chinese fans for different functions. Kings
and court officials demonstrated their power
with tall and huge ceremonial fans. Scholars
showed off their literary talent by writing
and painting on small fans. Common people
sat chatting under the shade of a tree with
a palm-leaf fan in hand. A small hand fan
has recorded five thousand years of Chinese

civilization.
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This book explains the evolution and
changes of Chinese fans starting from the
oldest fans to the unique style of different
types of fans and their applications in the
Chinese history. The book is intended to
provide a comprehensive understanding

about Chinese ancient fans.
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Charms of Fans
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China is the first country in the world to invent fans. Fans in China
have over three thousand years of history. There are many beautiful
legends and folktales about the origin of fans. Chinese fans after
thousands of years of evolution have in turn added tremendous

delights to people's life.
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> The Origin of Fans

One of the many legends about the origin
of fans is the story of Niiwa and Fuxi.
According to Strange Anecdotes by Li
Rong. Tang Dynasty (618-907), before
Pangu creating the universe there were
a brother (Fuxi) and a sister (Niiwa)
living in the Kunlun Mountain. In order
to reproduce mankind they decided to
become husband and wife. But they
felt guilty about this desire, so they
climbed up to the top of the mountain
and prayed, “If the heaven allows us
to be man and wife, please let clouds
gather together.” Upon their prayer, the
clouds slowly came together and became
one. When they got married that night,
Niiwa was very shy and covered her face
with a fan she made from cattail leaves.
This fan became the legendary “Xi Fan”

named after Fuxi. It is said that red veils
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Fuxi and Niiwa

In the painting, Fuxi and Niwa embrace each other
in their upper bodies with snake-like lower bodies
intertwined. Fuxi holds a square representing the
earth and Nuwa holds a compass representing the
sky

used by Chinese brides to cover their
faces in ancient Chinese weddings were
originated from X7 Fan used by Niiwa
and Fuxi when they were married.
Emperor Shun's fan was another
legend about the origin of fans.
According to Interpretations of Ancient
and Current Events by Cui Bao of the
Jin Dynasty (265-420), Emperor Shun
invented the Sage Fan of Five Directions
for his plan to get good ideas from
people. Five directions represented the
east, west, south, north and center. The
name of the fan was a eulogy for the
emperor's wisdom and graciousness. It is
said that this fan was made of pheasant

feathers and used by Emperor Shun
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Painting of Life of Saint Confucius by Jiao bingzhen, Qing Dynasty (1644-1911)

The painting describes how Confucius lobbied among kings. Confucius was a thinker during the Spring and
Autumn Period (770 B.C.-476 B.C.) and Warring States Period (475 B.C.-221 B.C.). Facing various disputes
among kings of different states, he strongly advocated his theory of running the government through rites and
morality. In order to promote his political beliefs he started lobbying everywhere.

In the painting Confucius sits on the mat talking to a king on the redwood chair. Behind the king are five of his
servants, among whom two hold long-handled ceremonial fans.
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The Legend of Pangu Creating the Universe

It is said that in the prehistoric times there was no sky or earth except a chaos embedded in a
cosmic egg. A great man named Pangu had slept inside the egg for eighteen thousand years. One
day he woke up from the egg and saw nothing but darkness everywhere. He swung his giant ax
and broke the egg open with a loud noise. The egg white floated up and became the sky. The
heavier egg yolk sank and turned into earth.

After he separated the sky and the earth, Pangu was afraid that they would merge into one
again. So he stood between them with his feet on the earth and head pushing up the sky. Each
day he grew ten feet taller with the sky becoming ten feet higher and the earth ten feet deeper.
After eighteen thousand years the sky and the earth were finally stabilized. Pangu was so tired
that he fell to the ground dead. His last breath became wind and cloud; his last voice became the
thunder; his arms and legs formed the east, west, north and south of the earth; his blood turned
into rivers, his left eye the sun, his right eye the moon, and his hair and beard stars; his skin and
body hair became trees, flowers and grass; his teeth and bones changed to gold, silver, copper,
steel and jade: his sweat fell as rain and morning dews. Hence the universe was born.
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Exquisite Folding Fan

the primitive society, people worked
under the scotching sun and would find
something to cover or cool themselves. In
the beginning, they used different things
to induce cooling breezes. After a long
time of experiments one thing was found
to be the most effective and people began
to use it all the time to generate breezes,
which brought about the original version
of fans. With the mankind's progress in
civilization people started to transform
the primitive version into fans of

beautiful appearances and wide varieties.
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Other Names of Fans

In ancient times, fans had many other
names. In the very beginning, they were
called “sha”

to early fans made from bamboo and

, which was mostly related

feathers.

In the Wei and Jin Dynasties,
fans got a graceful name of Fanning
Benevolence Breeze. It is said that Yuan
Hong, a friend of Xie An, was about to
take office in another place. Xie An was
the prime minister at the time. Before his
departure, Xie An gave him a fan as a
gift. The smart Yuan Hong immediately
understood the meaning of the fan and
said, “After I take office, I will uphold
integrity, fairness and benevolence.”
From then on, people gave fans this
elegant name.

For its functionality, people also

gave fans nice names such as a Cooling

* BYEERE

~ Calligraphy Fan Leaf by
Qi Gong (1912-2005)
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Folding Wood-Carved Fan
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Friend or Breeze Inducer. According to
his notes about utensils, Tao Gu in the
Song Dynasty (960-1279) quoted a poem
that said “The clean man sweeps away
dust and the cooling friend induces a
breeze.” The clean man refers to broom
and the cooling friend means the fan. It is
very well put.

Different types of fans had different
names. For example, round fans were
called fine silk fans, court fans, happy
reunion fans, a face cover or a hand
screen. Some of these names came
from poems. Ban Jieyu of the West Han
Dynasty (206 B.C.- 25 A.D.) wrote in her

poem Ode of Round Fans this verse:
“Cut silk into a happy reunion
fan, round and round like the
bright moon.” Then Happy

Reunion Fan became a name

for round fans. Wang Jian,

a poet of the Tang Dynasty

wrote in his poem, “Round
fan, round fan, a beauty uses
to cover her face.” This poem
brought about the “face cover” or
“hand screen” names for round fans.

Folding fans became very popular
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Round Pierced Ivory Fan
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Exquisite Folding Fan

in the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing
(1644-1911) Dynasties. They were given
the name “an elegant ornament in the
sleeve™ . “In the sleeve” means that
folding fans are small and easy to open

and close. “An elegant ornament” refers

to the poetry and paintings on the fan leaf

by scholars and artists of literary taste.
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Qi Wan, Founder of Fan Industry

There is a temple in memory of Qi Wan, the founder of the fan industry in Xingzhong Street,
Hangzhou City. In addition to Qi Wan, memorial tablets for over six hundred fan craftsmen were
placed in the temple. However, no historical record was found to trace back when this temple
was built.

There is actually no such person named Qi Wan in history. In the Western Zhou Dynasty
(1046 B.C.-771 B.C.) there was a type of fine silk called Qi Wan used in making fans. Therefore,
it could be mistaken as a person's name.

Qi Wan was a kind of white fine silk produced in the State of Qi. Together with a raw silk
called Lu Gao from the State of Lu, they were referred to as Lu Gao and Qi Wan. Qi Wan was
a very important raw material for making fan leaves. Later people called round fans made from
white fine silk Wan fans. Probably this was how Qi Wan became the name of the fan industry
founder.




