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Abstract

Leo Strauss’s final intention is to reflect the modern-Enlightenment, at the
same time to save an enlightenment spirit. Therefore he must hardly study the
history of political philosophy, and then try to revive an Platonic classical politi-
cal philosophy.

But why he must do so? It is because he think that after the modern-En-
lightenment collapse because of its success, not only the modern political phi-
losophy becoming ideology, but also philosophy itself lose its possibility and ne-
cessity, Strauss use “The Second Cave” to describe the special post-modern
situation. This self-aware cave is not fit for human being to live in, because it
lack of steady foundation, nihilism threaten its foundation everywhere; and
what’s more, there are double ball and chain in this second cave, so eros which
try to transcend the cave has lost its natural foundation, and so human possibili-
ty will be probably dry up. This is Strauss’s special diagnose to modern erisis.

The final cause is that the modern-Enlightenment mistakenly dispose the re-
lationship between philosophy and politics, and so this is an disease of political
philosophy. Since from Machiavelli, all the modern philosopher discontented
with utopia character of classical political philosophy, they want to insure an i-
deal amalgamation between philosophy and politics through Enlightenment, and
so the light of truth will lighten every corner of political society. How majestic
and tempting they are! But in order to do so, the modern philosophers must
willing to narrow-down their eye shot, and let philosophical enlightenment serv-
ice for the reconstruction of political society. It is an fault from beginning, be-
cause they imaging to put two instinctively inter-repellent things together, and
its only result is that both of them will be damaged. Strauss use an famous “The

Three Waves of Modernity” to syllabify reveal how the modern-Enlightenment
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ultimately self-collapsed step by step: Both of Rousseau (The Second Wave)
and Nietzsche (The Third Wave) radicalization the philosophy because of their
moral dissatisfaction to modern-Enlightenment, they want to turn the degenerate
tendency of modernity through returning to classicality. But because they haven’t
dap out of the inner eye shot of the modern-Enlightenment, they far from hold-
ing back of exacerbation of modern disease, but unfortunately they push moder-
nity to its peak.

In order to overcome the modern crisis result in modern political philoso-
phy, Strauss think that it is necessary to revive an wisdom of classical political
philosophy. The core of this classical wisdom is that clearly recognize the poles
apart characteristic of philosophy and politics: philosophy is an forever-lasting
to wisdom, and it will inevitably threat the need of politics to opinion and dog-
ma, and therefore it will be needed to have an political philosophy to properly
deal with the relationship between philosophy and politics, to make sure they
won’t do harm to each other. Political philosophy as such will completely not an
political layout just as all kinds of isms, and even the republic of Plato should
be considered as an acutely attack to political idealism, its real intention is to
reveal an highest limit of political life contrary to the highest possibility of
man. Only when we grasp this classical wisdom that we catch an whole eye shot
viewing to man and political things, and then let it give us meaningful revelation
today.

However, this kind of classical political philosophy can not be understand,
because we today live in an “Second Cave” which make philosophy and poli-
tics lose their pristine meaning. So Strauss think that we need an special method
which the ancients will not need, that is study on the history of political philoso-
phy, to do so we can climb back to “The First Cave” step by step from “The
Second Cave” . “The First Cave” is a natural and self-aware-less cave, this
cave has steady “ theological-political confederation” as its foundation, and
philosophy come up and grow up on this soil. Philosophy in this meaning is tran-
scendence beyond polis, it yearn for the sunlight out side of the cave, and con-

comitant with an highest possibility of man which means man will be syncretize

with the whole.
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Of course, it must means that there will not any pristine philosophical en-
lightenment in post-modern situation, all of such are theoretically attempt. Once

&

it put into effect, it even looks like *anti-enlightenment” , this is an important
factor that cause Strauss to be censured. Therefore, we must firstly clarify
Strauss’s political position on liberal democracy, to prove that the classical po-
litical philosophy can be beneficial to resolve present political dispute; and then
we must put it into the level of free education or general education, it require us
painstakingly read those great classical books, and try our best to understand
forefathers’ thought just as they think themselves, and so we can get a whole eye
shot, and ultimately liberate ourselves from “The Second Cave” .

This is Leo Strauss’s job: revive a kind of wisdom of classical political phi-
losophy to reply to today’s political and philosophical crisis. In despite of how we
evaluate Strauss’s job (of course, before we evaluate Strauss, we must firstly
understand him correctly ) , the orientation that Strauss point out for us must be

seriously and adequately regarded.

Keywords: Leo Strauss; enlightenment; modern-Enlightenment; Classi-

cal Political Philosophy
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