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Abstract: In 2016, in order to implement the Regula-
tions on the Disclosure of Government Information, the O-
pinions of the General Office of the CPC Central Committee
and the General Office of the State Council on Comprehen-
sively Advancing the Work of Open Government, and De-
tailed Rules for the Implementation of Opinions on Compre-
hensively Advancing the Work of Open Government and
Key Points of the Work of Open Government in 2016, is-
sued by the General Office of the State Council, and to fur-
ther promote the work of open government in China, a pro-
ject team of the Law Institute of Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences was entrusted by the Office of Open Government
Work under the General Office of State Council to carry out
third-party assessment on the open government work of vari-
ous departments under the State Council and various provin-
cial-level governments in such fields as disclosure of policy
information, disclosure of information in key areas, expla-
nation of policies and response to public concerns, disclo-
sure upon application, and construction of safeguarding and
supervision mechanisms. The assessment shows that China
has made remarkable progress in the work of open govern-
ment. For examples, some targets of assessment have car-

ried out active explorations on the transparency of decision-
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making; the situation of disclosure of information in key ar-
eas and information about performance of functions is gener-
ally good; significant progresses have been made in the
work of explanation of policies and response to public con-
cerns; the channels of disclosure upon application are gen-
erally unimpeded; and .procedure for reply to requests for
disclosure of information have been standardized. Mean-
while, the assessment also reveals some problems: the
standard of open government still need to be further elabora-
ted on; more efforts need to be made in the disclosure of
policy information; the disclosure of information about the
implementation of policy measures, information about major
projects and information in key fields are still not satisfacto-
ry; and the construction of supervision and safeguarding
mechanisms needs to be further strengthened. In light of the
above problems, the project team suggests that China adopt
more detailed standards on openness, explore a new model
of openness that organically integrates disclosure, explana-
tion and response, simultaneously advance the regulation of
the operation of power and the openness of government af-
fairs, attach equal importance to openness of government af-
fairs and advocacy of policies, and strengthen the speciali-

zation and professionalization of relevant personnel.
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