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Preface

Ai Huaisen

A result of the collision of the Indian subcontinent and Eurasian
continent tectonic plates. the Gaoligong Mountains have been nurtured
by both maritime and continental climates. with their distinctive
populations of plants and animals. A wide variety of human cultures

nds of miles

also live in perfect harmony here. 1 have traveled thou:

over mountains and rivers. but never have 1 seen another mountain

like Gaoligong. so abundint in the depth and rich variety of colors.

mysteries and magnitudes. Many legends about plants. animals and

people take place in the mountains of Gaoligong every day.

The Gaoligong Mountains preserve the most beautiful. natural

broadleaved forests. the most complete vertical bioclimatic belt

spectrum, the most diverse vertical mountain vegetation types. the richest
biodiversity and the most endemic species in China. In the past 30 years.
it has been a region with the Targest number of newly discovered fauna

in

and flora varieties. Tropical forests are also found at Gaoligong Moun

Range. which are the highest latitude tropical forests in the world.

The mountains are the original home of the Rhododendron giganteum

(Big Tree Rhododendron). known as the King of Rhododendron. the
largest thododendron in the world. The castern and western sides of the

Han. Yi.

Gaoligong Mountains are home to 16 nationalitics including

Bai. Dai. Lisu and Nu. Different folk cultures and religions contribute to

the varieties of Gaoligong Mountain

Gaoligong Mountains have been a protected region more than

4 thousand years. The nature reserve in Gaoligong Mountains in the

modern sense began in the 1960s. As carly as in 1962, the Gaoligong

Mountains were designated as a national forest “no cutting”zone

and forestry management depots were set up in Bawan. Mangkuan,

Dahaoping. Qushi and Jictou. In 1983, the Gaoligong Mountain

Provincial Nature reserve was established with the approval of Yunnan

Provincial Peoples Government and three depots o manage the reserve

were set up in Baoshan, Tengchong and Lushui. In 1986, the State

Council approved upgrading the Gaoligong Mountain Nature reserve to

a national nature reserve. In 1992, the World Wildlife Fund designated

it a grade A protected area. In 1994, the Forestry Ministry approved



implementation of the first phase of a comprehensive plan. Administrative
bureaus were set up in Baoshan City and Nujiang Prefecture to manage
the nature reserves in their respective jurisdictions. In April 2000, the

State Council approved upgrading the Nujia

2 Provincial Nature reserve

in order to bring it into line with the administration of the Gaoligong

Mountain
combination grew from 12.450.000 to 40,520,000 hectare:

ational Nature reserve. The preservation area after this

making it

the largest nature reserve in Yunnan. In 2000, UNESCO accepted it as
art of the Three Parallel
ind as
CO World Heritage Site. In 2006. it was named a national

a Biosphere Reserves member. The reserve is

Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas. established in July 200: such

is a UNES

forestry model reserve. In 2011 the Gaoligong Mountain National Park

was established at the southern part of the Gaoligong Mountains.

Since 2004, Gaoligong Mountain National Nature Reserve

Yunnan Baoshan Administrative Bureau have pioncered a new type of
conservation — using videos 1o protect Gaoligong Mountains. Videos
systematically record the various information of the mountain and

preserve the data comprehensively and in detail. The elegant. truthful

I

and intuitive images of the videos display for all to see the splendid
and magical beauty of the Gaoligong Mountains. the stories of the
mountain’s ecosystem. its wildlife and natural landscape. They also

demonstrate the value and importance of protecting the Gaoligong

Nature Reserve. The videos have greatly promoted the publi
participation in natural conservation. Since the launch of the video
conservation work., fruitful achievements have been made and the

videos have had a broad impact both at home and abroad.

To better showcase the beauty of the Gaoligong Mountains and
the fruitful achievements of natural conservation. we have published
the One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong Mountains picture
album series. The One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong
Mountains are the 1001 themes and the 1001 stories of the Gaoligong
Mountains and each album tells a story of the Mountains. We hope that
the One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong Mountains will
evoke the people’s love of nature and arouse them to enthusiastically
join in nature protection. We also hope the videos help more and more

people find their way back to nature.



H3x
CONTENTS

[lIF/S

Landscape

LYl

Animals

M

Plants

N

77






I s
Abird’s eye view on Gaoligong Mountain
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Boundless Gaoligong






Layer upon layer of peaks
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Cloud sea on Gaoligong
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Fog over Nu River






