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1. The Story of Karr and Grayskin

—. ERWOEEINHHRSE
KARR *R
ABOUT twelve years before Nils RYTEJEI/RHT « SAEIRBRITLR

Holgersson started on his travels with the
wild geese there was a manufacturer at
Kolmaden who wanted to be rid of one of
his dogs. He sent for his game-keeper and
said to him that it was impossible to keep
the dog because he could not be broken of
the habit of chasing all the sheep and fowl
he set eyes on, and he asked the man to
take the dog into the forest and shoot him.

The game-keeper slipped the leash on
the dog to lead him to a spot in the forest
where all the superannuated dogs from the
manor were shot and buried. He was not a
cruel man, but he was very glad to shoot
that dog, for he knew that sheep and
chickens were not the only creatures he
hunted. Times without number he had
gone into the forest and helped himself to
a hare or a grouse-chick.

The dog was a little black-and-tan
setter. His name was Karr, and he was so
wise he understood all that was said.

As the game-keeper was leading him
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through the thickets, Karr knew only too
well what was in store for him. But this no
one could have guessed by his behaviour,
for he neither hung his head nor dragged
his tail, but seemed as unconcerned as
ever.

It was because they were in the forest
that the dog was so careful not to appear
the least bit anxious.

There were great stretches of woodland
on every side of the factory, and this forest
was famed both among animals and
human beings because for many, many
years the owners had been so careful of it
that they had begrudged themselves even
the trees needed for firewood. Nor had
they had the heart to thin or train them.
The trees had been allowed to grow as
they pleased. Naturally a forest thus
protected was a beloved refuge for wild
animals, which were to be found there in
great numbers. Among themselves they
called it Liberty Forest, and regarded it as
the best retreat in the whole country.

As the dog was being led through the
woods he thought of what a bugaboo he
had been to all the small animals and birds
that lived there.

“Now, Karr, wouldn’t they be happy in
their lairs if they only knew what was
awaiting you?” he thought, but at the same
time he wagged his tail and barked
cheerfully, so that no one should think that
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he was worried or depressed.

“What fun would there have been in
living had I not hunted occasionally?” he
reasoned. “Let him who will, regret; it’s
not going to be Karr!”

But the instant the dog said this, a
singular change came over him. He
stretched his neck as though he had a mind
to howl. He no longer trotted alongside the
game-keeper, but walked behind him. It
was plain that he had begun to think of
something unpleasant.

It was early summer; the elk cows had
just given birth to their young, and, the
night before, the dog had succeeded in
parting from its mother an clk calf not
more than five days old, and had driven it
down into the marsh. There he had chased
it back and forth over the knolls —~ not with
the idea of capturing it, but merely for the
sport of seeing how he could scare it. The
elk cow knew that the marsh was
bottomless so soon after the thaw, and that
it could not as yet hold up so large an
animal as herself, so she stood on the solid
earth for the longest time, watching! But
when Karr kept chasing the calf farther
and farther away, she rushed out on the
marsh, drove the dog off, took the calf
with her, and turmned back toward firm
land. Elk are more skilled than other
animals in traversing dangerous, marshy

ground, and it seemed as if she would
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reach solid land in safety; but when she
was almost there a knoll which she had
stepped upon sank into the mire, and she
went down with it. She tried to rise, but
could get no secure foothold, so she sank
and sank. Karr stood and looked on, not
daring to move. When he saw that the elk
could not save herself, he ran away as fast
as he could, for he had begun to think of
the beating he would get if it were
discovered that he had brought a mother
elk to grief. He was so terrified that he
dared not pause for breath until he reached
home.

It was this that the dog recalled; and it
troubled him in a way very different from
the recollection of all his other misdeeds.
This was doubtless because he had not
really meant to kill either the elk cow or
her calf, but had deprived them of life
without wishing to do so.

“But maybe they are alive yet!” thought
the dog. “They were not dead when I ran
away; perhaps they saved themselves.”

He was seized with an irresistible
longing to know for a certainty while yet
there was time for him to find out. He
noticed that the game-keeper did not have
a firm hold on the leash; so he made a
sudden spring, broke loose, and dashed
through the woods down to the marsh with
such speed that he was out of sight before
the game-keeper had time to level his gun.
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There was nothing for the game-keeper
to do but to rush after him. When he got to
the marsh he found the dog standing upon
a knoll, howling with all his might.

The man thought he had better find out
the meaning of this, so he dropped his gun
and crawled out over the marsh on hands
and knees. He had not gone far when he
saw an elk cow lying dead in the
quagmire. Close beside her lay a little calf.
It was still alive, but so much exhausted
that it could not move. Karr was standing
beside the calf, now bending down and
licking it, now howling shrilly for help.

The game-keeper raised the calf and
began to drag it toward land. When the
dog understood that the calf would be
saved he was wild with joy. He jumped
round and round the game-keeper, licking
his hands and barking with delight.

The man carried the baby elk home and
shut it up in a calf stall in the cow shed.
Then he got help to drag the mother elk
from the marsh. Only after this had been
done did he remember that he was to shoot
Karr., He called the dog to him, and again
took him into the forest.

The game-keeper walked straight on
toward the dog’s grave; but all the while
he seemed to be thinking deeply. Suddenly
he turned and walked toward the manor.

Karr had been trotting along quietly; but
when the game-keeper turned and started
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for home, he became anxious. The man
must have discovered that it was he that
had caused the death of the elk, and now
he was going back to the manor to be
thrashed before he was shot!

To be beaten was worse than all else!
With that prospect Karr could no longer
keep up his spirits, but hung his head.
When he came to the manor he did not
look up, but pretended that he knew no
one there.

The master was standing on the stairs
leading to the hall when the game-keeper
came forward.

“Where on earth did that dog come
from?” he exclaimed. “Surely it can’t be
Karr? He must be dead this long time!”

Then the man began to tell his master
all about the mother elk, while Karr made
himself as little as he could, and crouched
behind the game-keeper’s legs.

Much to his surprise the man had only
praise for him. He said it was plain the
dog knew that the elk were in distress, and
wished to save them.

“You may do as you like, but I can’t
shoot that dog!” declared the game-keeper.

Karr raised himself and pricked up his
ears. He could hardly believe that he heard
aright. Although he did not want to show
how anxious he had been, he couldn’t help
whining a little. Could it be possible that
his life was to be spared simply because
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he had felt uneasy about the elk?

The master thought that Karr had
conducted himself well, but as he did not
want the dog, he could not decide at once
what should be done with him.

“If you will take charge of him and
answer for his good behaviour in the
future, he may as well live,” he said,
finally.

This the game-keeper was only too glad
to do, and that was how Karr came to

move to the game-keeper’s lodge.

GRAYSKIN'S FLIGHT

FROM the day that Karr went to live with
the game-keeper he abandoned entirely his
forbidden chase in the forest. This was due
not only to his having been thoroughly
frightened, but also to the fact that he did
not wish to make the game-keeper angry
at him. Ever since his new master saved
his life the
everything else. He thought only of

dog loved him above
following him and watching over him. If
he left the house, Karr would run ahead to
make sure that the way was clear, and if he
sat at home, Karr would lie before the
door and keep a close watch on every one
who came and went.

When all was quiet at the lodge, when
no footsteps were heard on the road, and
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the game-keeper was working in his
garden, Karr would amuse himself playing
with the baby elk.

At first the dog had no desire to leave
his master even for a moment. Since he
accompanied him everywhere, he went
with him to the cow shed. When he gave
the elk calf its milk, the dog would sit
outside the stall and gaze at it. The
game-keeper called the calf Grayskin
because he thought it did not merit a
prettier name, and Karr agreed with him
on that point.

Every time the dog looked at it he
thought that he had never seen anything so
ugly and misshapen as the baby elk, with
its long, shambly legs, which hung down
from the body like loose stilts. The head
was large, old, and wrinkled, and it always
drooped to one side. The skin lay in tucks
and folds, as if the animal had put on a
coat that had not been made for him.
doleful
curiously enough, he jumped up every

Always and  discontented,
time Karr appeared without the stall, if
glad to see him.

The elk calf became less hopeful from
day to day, did not grow any, and at last he
could not even rise when he saw Karr.
Then the dog jumped up into the crib to
greet him, and thereupon a light kindled in
the eyes of the poor creature — as if a
cherished longing were fulfilled.
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After that Karr visited the elk calf every
day, and spent many hours with him,
licking his coat, playing and racing with
him, till he taught him a little of
everything a forest animal should know.

It was remarkable that, from the time
Karr began to visit the elk calf in his stall,
the latter seemed more contented, and
began to grow. After he was fairly started,
he grew so rapidly that in a couple of
weeks the stall could no longer hold him,
and he had to be moved into a grove.

When he had been in the grove two
months his legs were so long that he could
step over the fence whenever he wished.
Then the lord of the manor gave the
game-keeper permission to put up a higher
fence and to allow him more space. Here
the elk lived for several years, and grew
up into a strong and handsome animal.
Karr kept him company as often as he
could; but now it was no longer through
pity, for a great friendship had sprung up
between the two. The elk was always
inclined to be melancholy, listless, and,
indifferent, but Karr knew how to make
him playful and happy.

Grayskin had lived for five summers on
the game-keeper’s place, when his owner
received a letter from a zodlogical garden
abroad asking if the elk might be
purchased.

The master was pleased with the

—. FROEBEIHHRE Lo

MHBLLE, RIRBEEREES
HANE, At BEF LA, B
i€, Mt —EELRE, B
i <> fh BR MRS Y0 S (1) — Lo
1o

AR, NRRIFGERE
FHERERZE, BEEBRL
THWE, MHFHEKKRE. h—
Kk, LA RE
ERAERNTAET . Bt A8 #
BB MR HAE,

EEAMA RS TR A,
VU B R R ek, ATLABE
DFTEHBE I B E L. REHEET
FHERAH, FHRARSRT -
MERENEE, A/ EE L ERY
5. A R B S A
TILE, KET — R 3R 1K B
B o FIREHMTRBEM AL, A
RAEA S thee AR E AR,
& W A 12 B B4 4% F T
KK H . BRRE T4,
ERITR, XN —PREAKL, HE
IRENRNTE AT L At 5 BR e XA A

KEFEFHRAMERES
EIET SAEK, XRT 5 ERE
—HES YRR, W AR
X KRRt

FHETHREMBER TX

Q7230



A ®IG RREEBBETE: RE

proposal, the game-keeper was distressed,
but had not the power to say no; so it was
decided that the elk should be sold. Karr
soon discovered what was in the air and
ran over to the elk to have a chat with him.
The dog was very much distressed at the
thought of losing his friend, but the elk
took the matter calmly, and seemed neither
glad nor sorry.

“Do you think of letting them send you
away without offering resistance?” asked
Karr.

“What good would it do to resist?”
asked Grayskin. “I should prefer to remain
where 1 am, naturally, but if I've been
sold, I shall have to go, of course.”

Karr looked at Grayskin and measured
him with his eyes. It was apparent that the
elk was not yet full grown. He did not
have the broad antlers, high hump, and
long mane of the mature elk; but he
certainly had strength enough to fight for
his freedom.

“One can see that he has been in
captivity all his life,” thought Karr, but
said nothing.

Karr left and did not return to the grove
till long past midnight. By that time he
knew Grayskin would be awake and
eating his breakfast.

“Of course you are doing right,
Grayskin, in letting them take you away,”
remarked Karr, who appeared now to be
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calm and satisfied. “You will be a prisoner
in a large park and will have no
responsibilities. It seems a pity that you
must leave here without having seen the
forest. You know your ancestors have a
saying that ‘the elk are one with the
forest.” But you haven’t even been in a
forest!”

Grayskin glanced up from the clover
which he stood munching.

“Indeed, 1 should love to see the forest,
but how am I to get over the fence?” he
said with his usual apathy.

“Qh, that is difficult for one who has
such short legs!” said Karr.

The elk glanced siyly at the dog, who
jumped the fence many times a day — little
as he was.

He walked over to the fence, and with
one spring he was on the other side,
without knowing how it happened.

Then Karr and Grayskin went into the
forest. It was a beautiful moonlight night
in late summer; but in among the trees it
was dark, and the elk walked along slowly.

“Perhaps we had better turn back,” said
Karr. “You, who have never before
tramped the wild forest, might easily break
your legs.” Grayskin moved more rapidly
and with more courage.

Karr conducted the elk to a part of the
forest where the pines grew so thickly that

no wind could penetrate them.
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