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An Extra [en Minutes
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On Monday afternoons at two o’ clock, Beau and 1
would arrive at the Silver Spring Convalescent Center on

Milwaukee™ s northeast side of town for an hour of pet

Ctherapywith the seniors who lived there. We’ d walk the

o
hallways greeting everyone on our way to the hospitality
therapy
['Berapi]n, room, where residents would come to pet Beau and bask in
AT, Ik
?.  the adoration of this beautiful, happy, ten-year-old, ninety-
nine-pound Doberman pinschery You' d never know this was
PiEICE d ”
the same dog that arrived at my doorstep eight years earlier
pinscher
['pinfe]n 50 beaten, scarred and scared that as soon as he made eye
REMR
R—

contact with you, he’ d lic down on his back with his feet
up in the air and pee until you petted and soothed him into

feeling safe

the utility room. It was the first time he had walked in over
two weeks. He slowly came up to me and T picked him up
and held him in my lap. For the first time he let me stroke
his head without trying to get away. We sat like this for what
seemed like a very long time, and then Charlie decided it was
time to leave. Slowly he walked to the back door and as T let
him out, he paused on the deck as he watched my husband
building the coffin. He descended the steps, then turned and
looked back at me one more time, and then he was gone.
Charlie knew that his hour had come, he said his good-
byes, and then did what all of God” s creatures do. He went to
his resting place. His little coffin was turned into a planter and

over the years has been the home for many brightgeraniums;
» * #id

but its true purpose is to remind us of Charlie.
geranium
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1. I waited for you patiently, comforted you through heartbreaks and

disappointments, chided you about bad decisions, and romped with

glee at your homecomings, and you fell in love.

2. And I worried for him, and lessons you had just taught him

about friendship and _____, about love and responsibility, and about
respect ___ alllife.
3.Asismy ____,Twas more concerned about her. The _____ which she
bears weighs heavily on her, and I know that, the same ____ I knew your
every mood.
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1. When I was a puppy, I entertained you with my antics.
entertain with: f---3RfF; M- (K) BRE
2. ..and made no attempt to find me another good home.

make attempt to: IREMFESE; EiX; £E
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Innocent Homeless
A Friend in Need Is a Friend Indeed

KA/ J.B. Garrington
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- 451/ Bob Toren

FERES 2 Soul to Soul
A TE A Friend of Mine

g5 FRIMESEZ  Pedro the Fisherman
AArIIER  Tippy
KIHHA KK Friendship Lasts Forever
454 / Bob Toren
Chapter
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ZITHLTE  Two Lost Souls
RE .S 25 / Lori S, Mohr

{44 / Anonymous
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Flight over Little Egypt

A EE MRS The Old Man and the Dog
EEER IR We Are Not Alone
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Even zf the death can not separa/e us
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When I was a puppy, I entertained you with my antics
and made you laugh. You called me your child, and despite
a number of chewed shoes and a couple of murdered throw
pillows, I became your best friend. Whenever I was “bad”,

you’d shake your finger at me and ask “How could you?’—

but then you’d @'liéiﬁ\l) and roll me over for a belly rub.
Aent

My housebreaking took a little longer than expected,
because you were terribly busy, but we worked on that

together. I remember those nights ofcnuzzlingyou in bed

~

HEFEICE K J

nuzzle [ 'nazl]v.
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and listening to your confidences and secret dreams, and I
believed that life could not be any more perfect. We went for
long walks and runs in the park, car rides, stops for ice cream

(I only got the cone because “ice cream is bad for dogs”, you



said), and I took long naps in the sun waiting for you to come
home at the end of the day.

Gradually, you began spending more time at work and
on your career, and more time searching for a human mate. I
waited for you patiently, comforted you through heartbreaks

and disappointments, never‘@iidéﬂ)you about bad decisions,

and romped with glee at your homecomings, and when you
fell in love. She, now your wife, is not a “dog person”—still I
welcomed her into our home, tried to show her affection, and
obeyed her. I was happy because you were happy.

Then the human babies came along and I shared your

excitement. | Was@“aséazid)by their pinkness, how they

r * BEEIDE

fascinate

smelled, and I wanted to mdther them, too. Only she and

you worried that I might hurt them, and I spent most of my

time(l/ggilisl{é:@to another room, or to a dog crate. Oh, how I

—
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wanted to love them, but I became a “prisoner of love”. As
they began to grow, I became their friend. The}(clting)to my
fur and pulled themselves up on wobbly legs, poked fingers
in my eyes, investigated my ears, and gave me kisses on my
nose. I loved everything about them and their touch—because
your touch was now so infrequent—and I would have
defended them with my life if need be. I would@ﬁ%@into
their beds and listen to their worries and secret dream; and
together we waited for the sound of your car in the driveway.

There had been a time, when others asked you if you
had a dog, that you produced a photo of me from your wallet

and told them stories about me. These past few years, you
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