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To the teacher

Although English Pronunciation in Use has been written so that it can be used for self-study, it
will work equally well in a class situation. In a classroom context, the learners can get immediate
guidance and feedback from the teacher. Also, they can practise some of the dialogues and other
exercises in pairs. You can direct students with particular pronunciation difficulties to do specific
units on their own.

The following is an explanation of how the book is organised:

Section A aims to cover the sounds of English and their main spellings. The units are organised
by letters rather than sounds. The intention is that this would be a more intuitive route for
non-specialist users. At the same time, this organisation helps to highlight sound-spelling
regularities in English.

The vowels are covered first via the five vowel letters of the alphabet, and their ‘long’ and ‘short’
pronunciations, for example the letter A as in tape or tap. The remaining vowel sounds are
presented as vowels which typically occur before a letter R. The consonant sounds are presented
through either their most common spelt letter, or by one of their main spellings. The ordering of
these units is more or less alphabetical.

The units in Section A are not presented as minimal pairs. Vowels are paired according to their
spelling, not their potential for being confused with one another. Consonants are paired mainly
where they share the same place of articulation. The units were not organised as minimal pairs
for two reasons:

* Any sound can form a minimal pair with a number of other sounds, not just one. Organising
units according to minimal pairs would therefore lead to a huge number of units and a lot of
duplication.

¢ Many minimal pairs will be redundant for any given learner, so learners need to be selective.
Potentially confusing minimal pairs are gathered together in Section D4 Sound pairs. Learners
are encouraged to select from these according to their own needs.

Alternatives are included for those areas of pronunciation which are especially susceptible to
variation across different varieties of English. For example, where there is a letter R with no
vowel after it, many speakers do not pronounce the R and many other speakers do pronounce it,
and both varieties are presented.

Many vowel sounds are treated as local variants of vowel + R. For instance, the diphthong /19/ is
initially presented not as a sound in itself, but as a variant of /i/ when it occurs before R or L.



Some of the pronunciation points in the book are potentially irrelevant to some learners. For
instance, for learners whose aim is mainly to communicate with other non-native speakers

of English, accurate production of the sounds /0/ and /0/ is probably not necessary. Research
suggests that where speakers substitute these sounds with other approximations such as /t/ and
/d/, communication is not impeded (Jennifer Jenkins: 2000)*. In many such cases, readers are
advised of this fact in the units. These pronunciation points are nevertheless included. My feeling
is that a distinction can be drawn between what we aim for and what we settle for. Thus, a
learner might aim for /0/ and settle for /t/ (or /s/).

Similarly, even in cases where a learner does aspire to communicate with native speakers, there
are many pronunciation features where receptive competence would be sufficient. For instance,
such a learner would need to understand speech with weak forms, but not necessarily produce it.
This is indicated in the units by a grey background shade and the sign ‘Important for listening’.
Nevertheless, there may be exercises which ask the learner to produce such features. I have
observed that in many cases, there is no better awareness-raiser than to attempt to produce, even
if the aim is receptive competence.

Section B focuses on pronunciation units which are bigger than individual sounds. The units
are in three blocks, dealing in turn with syllables, word stress and sentence stress. As the title of
the section suggests, these features are looked at more or less in isolation from a communicative
context. For instance, in the case of word stress, it is the form as it may appear in a dictionary
that is dealt with here. Similarly, in the case of sentence stress, we focus on an unmarked form
in Section B. For example, “What do you think?* is presented with the stress pattern O000. In
a specific conversational context, this same sentence could be said with the stress pattern 00QOo,
but sentences in conversational context are dealt with in Section C rather than Section B.

Section C focuses on pronunciation features which emerge in the context of conversation. These
include discourse organisation, prominence and tone. Note that there is a lot of grey shading in
this section, indicating material that is more important for listening than for production. It is felt
that while productive mastery of many features of intonation will be beyond the reach of many
learners, they may nevertheless benefit from a receptive awareness of them.

Note: The material in Section D3 Guide for speakers of specific languages is based on
the pronunciation notes in Learner English (Michael Swan and Bernard Smith: 2001)**.
Nevertheless, I have had to extrapolate from the information presented there, as many of the

minimal pairs presented in this book are not specifically mentioned in the pronunciation notes in
that book.

Mark Hancock

*Jenkins, J. 2000 The Phonology of English as an International Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
**Swan, M. and B. Smith 2001 Learner English (Second Edition). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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Section B Syllables, words and sentences . BiR5AF

21 Eye, my, mine =T3/145
22 Saturday September 13th F15EE] |
23 Remember, be told her G5 EZ11%

BT
24 Ob, no snow! S HFLIHE
25 Go - goal — gold ETHEREE

26 Paul’s calls, Max’s faxes ET): BHLINEMEIE-sidE

27 Pete played, Rita rested =75 HIIENEE

BREET

28 REcord, reCORD NETHINES
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30 Unforgettable =51081EE 1

31 Public, publicity <EINES 2
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Bye, buy
TEEBENSE

RPN BESHF /LN, HLRSNBEREN. HENSEHFNSESVIAEENFTE. P, 8
Gkeyflcar FAVERER, BFYAE, WRBIIGIRTRINSIMRELFR, REBLBERNE
Bl. ki kale FETFEEBIFEP, BWEEDLRSHEEEHERTD:

buy bye sun son
weak  week weigh  way
too two write  right

ER: £ DI BENA" —BE LA I TR RY I E R,

BEEMD. BE (C) tE (V) . P, 2iFduckB=T8%: W5 T3-HZ (CVC) . —
PRPERSFTINNEFL—EHEE. WRANCRINSIMRELFR, MEBEX—R (BRI D1
BINE” —T13) o PIE0, duckBIEIRZE /daks.

FREBIPENE BN Hd, WRMENIBLEFEANESST, HIBTFE:

o BEE—THAEI/ITER CXIRNELEY) , AR: Donald Duck,
o BEEG—TIITER OXFRNEES)) , BE: Ronald McDonald,

T TEXESERSBXNZTREA, TR, (FREAERASBRIMARHSE . HI0, #Dennis
the Menacet?, M TZINRE=TEFRHE, BHERERE,

Mickey Mouse

Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer

Dennis the Menace .

Bugs Bunny

news and views

rock and roll

wine and dine

While the cat’s away, the mice will play.

ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂﬁ%‘é?@ﬁ%@ﬂ%@%qﬂﬁmﬁﬁ, REBLBRBLUBH A TENEE, XZEHITHNE
¥, REXDTTREEENRBERE,.

ITTENSEIEN. R, BWEUXD?

boat — vote hit — heat so — show sung — sun wine — vine wet — wait

/\ R B0 03 EMESEAENLTEE" —F, TUTRITREMSENAKS, B

RERERBEZX S, BLLEBHEMUX Do

English Pronunciation in Use (Intermediate)
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Section A Letters and sounds

1.1 ZETEXVKEFFNRMERERE, ERNEESERNEEALXZHEREHERE, £AREIEGE

13

1.4

A4

week buy piece

road two

sent

PHEEHE IR
son some meat way threw pears
week

Last weak, I cent my sun Jamie to the shops to
bye sum food. He got a peace of meet and too
pairs. On the weigh home, the bag broke. The
food fell onto the rode and got dirty. In the end,
Jamie through the food in the bin.

ExAMPLE

night _ _CYC  (3NEZE. BE-TS-HBT)

1dog . . 4 gorilla
2 rabbit 5 snake
3 frog ., 6bee .. . .o

T TFIRBHPNRT. WMEFRLE (A) 2 MERER (B) ?

ExampLe Sam the lamb B
1 Phil the fox

2 Mary the canary
3 Ida the spider
4 Claire the bear

5 Polly the parrot
6 Deborah the zebra
7 Myrtle the turtle

8 Kitty the cat

TTFIER, EEREMNFRDG? WIRE, £#EETHE (Vo

1 /f/ (shoe)
2 /31/ (girl)
3 /&/ (hat)
4 /z/ (zoo)

5 /d3/ (June)
6 /au/ (soap)
7 10/ (thing)
8 N/ (life)

=
i
B

s J3B21 85T

SNERRIBIEEER (PR) I
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A5b

Asc

1)

D

Aéb

Aé6c

Pk -
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Plane,

plan

Toe [elf A [/

ASRERDP, I R/ARKITTS/1/; OUAESAplanePITEIXTER. SRARTURTETTS/2/, Bl
W0, £ Gplan, aR/e /B,

* PRAI/MRE. OB, MBRKTEL/TRS.

* I NIIEEPERS

Re/RE, ASTOMARTREFHLR.

-~ W — o BR 4,
( @ ) meat mate met
y come came calm
white wait wet
Rl buy bay

* ITRBHREX TIIESERSERCI/MET,

play -
grey
aim

played plate
grade grear
aze  eight

* PIT/c/NRE. BORE, NS TE/x/IURS.

"The rain in Spain falls mainly on the plain.”

* TMSRPERER/:/MKE, RACMIBIDNRBIELR,

f @ﬁ\%?&(’/
-— BHKX — mud mad made
| sing sang sung
( ) pen pan pain
9 TR hot hat heart

o (TRBHIRE NISEERS R/ /B,

bank bag back
can cash catch
ham has hat

“The fat cat sat on the man'’s black hat."

- ERE¥OZTHR, THBEEPNFFaktS/2/. ask. dance. castle. bath, fast, BEEEXEKE

HE

#, MHERERFTHF Bk MTE/ /o (TE/a:/ZRE14HTT, )

BEHEA

fei]

A-E (mate), AY (say), EY(grey), El (eight), Al (wait), EA (great)

[=]

AZE: IRFEBAREFER, BRERAELETER, WARKR//EF. flm, arm: SAE

1487T,

English Pronunciation in Use (Intermediate)



2.1

2.2

N
w

A7

2.4

A8

Section A Letters and sounds

%>

ETIE AN EARIERERE T ERLVE,

- ’a’" L —==u) i)
cake =

apple
\

EXAMPLES pan . . . PO s plan pas

Tat 4tap
2mad T R —
3 man 6 hat

g, BHTEREMNEE,

Exampie  black (want) mad hand
\ J/

1 sad bag salt Vtap 5 case lake name care
2 far fat map add 6 space change plate square
3 watch catch match land 7 break great heat weight

4 rain said fail train

B —BHEEMRNER.

R, BHARWENERE, MREBZE%E, B "Ds FRMLL" —PHEARKES,

1 Man or men? Did you see the man / men? (=8RNWL 1)
2 Cap or cup? Have you seen my cap / cup? (=>8RWt 2)
3 Hat or heart? She put her hand on her hat / heart. (=BRWL 3)
4 Pain or pen? [D’ve got a pain / pen in my hand. (=BRYL 4)
5 Hay or hair?> There are bugs in this hay / hair. (=BRNL 5)

B&I%: BiE24FNATFHEE. BESMOTFHMREAE
PEE—, ETRENERE, RARWRARE, MEITHRERN

=] T - ‘E Ji[E! ’) s
=B — 1 EiEn IWEESE228 5T

HRERRIZIESER (PR) 13



A%a

A9¢c

Asd

8 Al0a

A10b

A10c

14

Back, pack
& /bl K /p/

AEFRERP, SIBPOAREDAIR/bivAl/pive ERIAP, ENDBIREES/ DY plo

« EORE, MBES/bF/p RS [
o T/ R/ NES .

RIbi&R/pEN, OBEE, R/b/Ei, BHikil; &
I PIBhY, BEARRE, BWELFN, 5—/I) BRESHK
peilee s

WEHE
(BRLE=iRD)

WEFIH
(BR=RD

o PFEEIIF/BRE L ’
s TTROIEEPERSRE/MNRE, FSLOMURIINREIFR,
HEE /5,
vest best vest
cups cubs cups
covered  cupboard  covered

* ITRBHIRE MBS BERER/bBYETE,

buy  bird  bread
mbber about able “Bernie brought a big breakfast back to bed."
job web globe
* PRIT/PKRE
* (T NIRRT ERER/PHRE, HSLOMASONRSIFLR,
@ﬁy\%ﬁ by
full pull full
cubs cups cubs
coffee copy coffee

* TREHIRE T IIESERER/PHSE,

park please price
open apple spring “Pat put purple paint in the pool."
tape help jump
HBEHEA &iE
/bl | B (job) BB A& F(comb),
BB (rubber)
/p/ | P (open) PH&/f[Z (phone),
PP (apple) P B~ % & (psychology)o

English Pronunciation in Use (Intermediate)




3.1

A1l

w
N

33

A12

3.4

A13

Section A Letters and sounds

%3

XiFE—BNIE, BAFE b FH “p" EHZE,
TREHLERNETSER,

Sip: Where are the ° ears?

JoE: .

Sip: No, ...
JoE: Oh, Isee, . ..
Sip: What, in the ___ack of the truck?

ears with a P! They’re in the ___ack.
JoE: No, in the
Sm: Oh, I'see, ___ack with a P! Would you like one?
Joe: No, I'll have a
Sip: A beach?!!!

B&il%: BRE—BXE, ESINESOEEEERN. Rixd
Joef9iE, AEEHERE, WoeE Ak,

ack, you know, with a P!

each, please.

BiFapeBEFNMER: levFlpl. MEXBNMERNIUT, 2EREHpay /per, B THIEEH
ERNIVF, SHFEE,

EXAMPLE  tops ... et

1peach ... . B e
2cab 5 keeps .
3lip

RF. BHBE—TRIEFH b F “p’ FAEF. BHXNHEIE,
ExampiE  double @, Dublin

1 lamb label lab 5 recipe repeat receipt
2 crab robbed climb 6 possibly psychology special
3 cup cupboard copy 7 Cambridge combine combing

4 photo potato paper

FEREHAL (V) RTENGF, AQHBE, MRBEIRE, PR "D+ FRIL" —HHEERL
%3

A B

1 | There's a bear in that tree. There's a pear in that tree. (=BERNt 28)

2 | He had the beach to himself. He had the peach to himself. (=BEREWLL 28)

3 | They burned it. They've earned it. (=8&XL 29)

4 | Say 'boil'. Save oil. (=8&RXL 29)

5 | This is a nicer pear. This is a nice affair. (=BRNLL 30)

6 | Would you like a copy? Would you like a coffee? (=BERXL 30)
EHIG: PEARMaTHEE. BENMAGSBE RiEE—
MHIETHRIIEE. BRARRARNRES, #WTHRZNEB—T
aFE?

AN ERRIBIEZER (PR) 15



Al4a

Al4b

Alde

Al4d

AlSa

Alsh

A15¢

i3 A

16

Rice, rise
WS [s/ K [z/

AFIRD, FHCNSHRBDBIR /siv K] fes/s TR, EIEH

SEWE /s, BSUEBREE /7,

T /s K0 /2 ORE, BORR, WEHE /v 1 /12 VEAKRSB-
AR, RISEH, FHARY, BERENFS; &R /2 BiY,
PR, BEERENFS.

A RIR0T/S/BVRES .
* TRIEIEPBERSR/Y IRE, HSLEMUBTNR SR,
SEX /g,
200 Sue z00
rise rice rise
shave save shave
thing sing thing

* FREHERE MIESERSR/YNRT,

sad city science  scream

glasses concert lost “It's si)'( or seven years since

b place clasx Sydney's sister sang that song.”
* BIRIT/Z/INR S
* T MISERPERSR/Z/NLS, HSEACMABENRSIER.

@ﬁf\%’% /2,

Sue z0o Sue

place plays place

breathe breeze breathe

beige bays beige

» TRSHRE MISERER//08T,
200 ZE€ro
lazy easy SCISSOrS exact
size wise times

HE

"Zebras in zoos are like dolphins in pools.”

BEHSA RS A &
s/ | S (sad), SS (class) | SC (science) XaT DUSEA ks (mix) o
C (place) SHAZRZX[sIE(sugar, rise, plays).
lzl | Z (zero), S (nose) | ZZ (buz2) XA/ 9z/(exact)o
SS (scissors) -SEfEIEIRRY, @ &[S (rise)o
SOUESEAEX: use /JUIS/ = noun use /ju:z/ = verb
close /klous/ = adjective  close /klouz/ = verb house /haus/ = noun  house /havz/ = verb

English Pronunciation in Use (Intermediate)



