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A TRAVEL DIARY

The farmers don’t stay long in the same place. They move on to a new place every
two or three years. I asked, “Why don’t they stay? Isn’t it easier to stay in the same place?
Why do they move and burn more of the forest?”

The answer is this: you can only grow crops in the forest for one or two years. The
soil is very thin in the forest. It is only about 20 centimeters thick. It can easily be
destroyed by the burning and by the cows.

The soil is made from the dead leaves of the three above. Under the soil there in
nothing but sand. When this soil is destroyed, the forest land will become sand again. But
this time there will be no trees to make new soil from their leaves.

FACTROY VISIT

Grades 2 and 3 will visit the new car factory in Hubei province on Monday, 26th
October. The ABC Motor Company was started five years ago and the factory was opened
last May.

In the morning we will visit the different areas of the car factory. In the afternoon we
will visit the factory which makes minibuses and trucks.

Please bring a raincoat and a picnic lunch. Wear strong shoes as we shall do a lot of
walking.

We will meet under the dock at the railway station at 7: 00 on Monday morning. The
train leaves at 7: 40. Don't be late!
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