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Bill Clinton’s Speech on My Life
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Delivered by Bill Clinton on June 3, 2004
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hank you...Wow. You have to be careful treating me that way.
You'll have me thinking I’'m President again.

I'm a great book Iover( You can hardly "navigate in my house with
all the books that are stacked everywhere, and | can’t build any more
bookshelves in the house,\| don’t think. When | left the White House, we
sent 4,000 books home to ?Arkansas to the library and took 1,000 or
so to Washington where my Senator lives during the week, and where |
get to visit on occasion. And>w'§—brought igou/plthome,
and | think we’ve acquired another thousand since then. People are
good enough to send me their *books in galley copies when they come
out. And so between the ones | buy anth are given to me,
| can hardly walk around without ®stumbling over them.

But | have had a lifelong love affair with reading since my grandmother
gave me Dick and Jane readers when | was “literally two and three
years old. And | used to ®hang out at the local public library when | was
in ®grade school, and read about the Indian chiefs | most admired. So
I've always loved reading, and books have had a big impact on my life.
And as you’ll see, in the book | mention a lot of the books that have
meant a lot to me in the course of my life, as well as a lot of my teachers.
Most of them survived the "editorial cut.

Although Robert Gottlieb, my editor, was a joy to work with and
one of the most interesting experiences in my life. Hi'w
about everything, but not so much about politics, and he didn’t really
think he wanted to know very much about it.

So | sent him the first 150 pages and Gottlieb called me. First thing
we had this meeting and | had told him what | was gonna do and he said,
“Well, we may do it that way, but you’re working for me now.” And | hadn’t
worked for anybody i time, so it was interesting. But | sent him
150 pages or so,mnd he said, “This is a really good story
but let me ask yo_u something. Are you ®running for anything?”And |
said, “No, I'm done.” And he said, “Good, you cannot put the name of
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every person you’ve ever met in this book.” And he said, “l do not care
what happened to their children and grandchildren and it bothers me
that my President had room left enough in his head to remember what
happened to the children and grandchildren of every person he ever
met.” And so | said, “Look, Gottlieb, but I'm from Arkansas. That's what
we do, that’s what we care about. | mean, you know, | can’t help it.
That's who we are.] W book readers out there from home
too. o Tl

So then | sent him another hundred pages or so on the American
South in the late 40s and 50s, and he called my childhood... And so he
called and said, “I really like this.” ...And | said, “Well, you got any
questions?” He said, “Just one.” | said, “What is it?” He said, “Did you
know any sane people as a child?” | said, “No, but neither did anybody
else.” | was just paying more attention than most people.

So then | sent him 150 pages or so on my introduction to Arkansas
politics and my exposure to different kinds of people in the 70s and
early 80s. And he said, “Boy this is really good. How much of it did you
make up?” He said, This is a story. You can’t make stuff up here. You got
to tell the truth.” | said, “So help me God, ... all these things happened.”
So he said,“Well, when people read this, they’ll all want to go to
Arkansas, because it’'s much more like a novel by *Gabriel Garcia
Marquez than a politician’s '“memoir.”

But | found out, if I'd try to say so much about movies or football or
the rock-and-roll culture in which | grew up, that stuff was all...you know.
| wanted to write a whole page on *@,@7, r;y favorite movie, and
why it's an important movie. And it really is a very important movie in
American history. And if you’re nice to me I'll somehow give you what
Gottlieb asked me to cut out of it. But...

So once | figured out the cultural taste of my editor, | just kept
"ballooning the book. You know...it was really interesting.
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1. TI’'m a great book lover.

HRE—IHRHEZSHEHA.
2. So I've always loved reading, and books have had a big

impact on my life.
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Kofi Annan’s Speech on World
Water Day
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Delivered by Kofi Annan on March 22, 2006
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Dear friends,

Water is essential for life. Yet many millions of people around the
world face water shortages. Many millions of children die every year
from ‘>water-/l4’6§ﬁé diseases. And drought regularly ?afflicts some of
the world’s poorest countries. The world needs to respond much better.
We need to increase water efficiency, especially in agriculture. We need
to free women and girls from the daily c?]é?é/gf)}ﬁéﬁli%’vﬁter, often over
great distances. We must involve \thgﬁ decisi n-makjn/g on water
management. We need to make @ 5 E"BriJ:ﬁAyfyﬁﬂs is where

Lol
progress is lagging most. And we mustShow that water resources need
not be a source of Yconflict. Instead, they can be a ®catalyst for
cooperation. SWbeen made. But a major effort is still
required. That is why this year marks the beginning of the *“Water for
Life” Decade. Your goal is to meet the internationally agreed targets for
water and sanitation by 2015, and to build the foundation for further
progress in the years beyond.

This is an urgent matter for human development, and human
dignity. Together, we can provide safe, clean water to all the world’s
people. The world’s water resources are our lifeline for survival,
and for 7sustainable development in the 21st century. Together,
we must manage them better.
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