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i Ve ; Tﬁé October leaves have fallen on the lake. On bright,
':' i‘ ;,-f 8 calm days they lie in thousands on the now darkening water,
o . mostly yellow flotillas of poplar, floating continuously down
e -7 . . .

€5d from great trees that themselves shake in the windless air
"-e’“,;; with the sound of falling water, but on rainy days or after
A P rain they seem to swim or be driven away, and nothing
f;:‘f - 4 . remains to break the surface except the last of the olive-
2 yellow lily pads that in high summer covered every inch of
?)l' Er. S water like emerald porcelain. The lilies have gone too, the

g yz_d' . yellow small-headed kind that in bud are like swimming
‘?'@4{ e M es and the great reeds are going, woven by wind
g e b Y ‘anc ﬁt into untidy basket islands under which coot and
R, “, moorhe \,:skid for cover at the sound of strangers.

At

mer in this world of water lilies, the coot and
lived a bewildered life. There was no place where
ould swim and all day they could be seen walking
' heads slightly aside and slightly down, across the
idden water, as bemused by the world of leaves as they
en in winter by the world of ice. In the clearer water
more active.

' lake is long and unbroken except for two small islands.

‘ irds, as the fit takes them, dash madly up and down
ng off and touching down it, taking off and touching
ike small fussy black sea-planes. Besides them the
f the wild duck, at much higher speed, is almost
y plane down; the necks of the drakes shining
> like r 'E"i‘éen satin, with the air of squadrons coming in
= after long fights from home.



to catch. Only in the evening, as the air cooled a
darkened, and the surface was broken with the

baby perch sucking at the worm, a roach no )

sardine.

rings.

It is curious, but all the life on and about wéter see
belong to water. Except for a solitary wren ﬁdgeting delicately
about the bands under the alder trees or a robin snnTng in ;
October afternoons across the water from the lslahﬁs, all
bird life is that of waterbirds. Rooks never seem té cqme he re
nor starlings, an occasional pigeon flaps across to th
even the seagulls belong to the ploughed land. But w1|d
come back to nest in the piles of fawn-coloureﬁt_

spring...

R

fotilla [fou'tila] n. AR, D RLAREA
poplar ['popla] n. ##t

lily ['lili] n. & &-76

porcelain ['paslin] n. &, £8

reed [rd] n. #%; FE

coot [kwt] n. B¥h; K&, BN

moorhen ['mothen] n. (3% ) BAB LT Y
bewilder [br'wilda] vi. &3 &, 1 R4piis
daintily ['demntli] adv. £ £ 3

bemuse [bi'mju:z] vt. 4 B %

majestic [mo'dzestik] adj. AR &, BT

squadron [sk i
shoal Ueul] n;_

ﬁdgct[ﬁdy,lt] vi, &'
alder ['a:lda] . *é'.)’i
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Lake of Fire

= Mrvana

Where do bad folks go when they die?

They don’t go to heaven where the angels fly
They go to the lake of fire and fry

Won't see them again till the fourth of July

I knew a lady who came from Duluth

She got bit by a dog with a rabid tooth

She went to her grave just a little too soon
And she few away howling on the yellow moon
Where do bad folks go when they die?

They don’t go to heaven where the angels fly
They go down to the lake of fire and fry
Won't see them again till the fourth of July
Now the people cry and the people moan

And they look for a dry place to call their home
And try to find some place to rest their bones
While the angels and the devils try to make them their own
Where do bad folks go when they die?

They don’t go to heaven where the angels fly
They go down to the lake of fire and fry
Won't see them again till the fourth of July

Stray birds of summer come to my window to sing and
fly away and yellow leaves of autumn, which have no
songs, flutter and fall there with a sign.

— Tagore
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