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Introductory Notes

Since time immemorial, China has been founded on agriculture and emphasized
farming and weaving. During Emperor Kangxi’s (1654 — 1722) second inspection of
the south, a scholar there presented him with Poems on Agriculture and Sericulture
with Illustrations, a painting by Lou Shu in the Southern Song Dynasty (1127 -
1279). Greatly delighted, the emperor ordered the court painter Jiao Bingzhen to paint
Farming and Weaving Pictures on this basis, prefaced it himself, and furnished each
picture with a poem to chant the merits of the farmers and weavers. Zhu Gui and Mei
Yufeng, two well-known woodcarvers, engraved and printed the pictures under the
imperial decree. This book, not completed until in the 35" year of Emperor Kangxi,
was then granted to all the officials and officers. This conforms to what was in the
preface: “An order is given to engrave and print the pictures so as to pass them down
to the general populace and later generations. ”

Jiao Bingzhen was a renowned court painter in the early Qing Dynasty, whose
painting technique was influenced by western priests. He took Poems on Agriculture
and Sericulture with Illustrations as the prototype and kept all its poems in his own
work (excluding the poems for newly added pictures), except for some small adjust-
ments in the list and orders of pictures. For example, Lou’s painting contained 21 pic-
tures on farming while Jiao’s 23, with two more on seedling and making sacrifices; the
original order of grain winnowing, husking, pounding, and sifting was changed into
pounding, sifting, grain winnowing, and husking; Lou’s painting included 24 pictures
on weaving while Jiao’s 23; three pictures on incubation of silkworm eggs, feeding of
silkworms, and first dormancy of silkworms were deleted while two on finished clothes
and dyeing were added; the order of silk winding, warping, woofing, and weaving was
changed into woofing, weaving, silk winding, and warping. Though an imitation of
Lou’s painting, Jiao's work embodied the painter’s flexibility and innovation in con-
tent, layout and painting techniqu}es. As Xiang Da rightly observed in Western In flu-
ence on Chinese Fine Art during the Ming and Qing Dynasties: “Lou’s painting is

simple and unadorned while Jiao’s is elegant and beautiful” and “The biggest difference



between the two works is that Jiao has employed the western perspective drawing
technique in his painting. ” It is apparent that Jiao focused more on the appreciative
effect of his painting, but since some of his innovations were based on inspiration,
they were not close to reality instead. Another reason that might be taken into account
is that Lou Shu, a native of Yugian (today’s Qiantang) in Zhejiang province, might be
more familiar with the natural environment in the southern land than Jiao Bingzhen,
who was born, raised and took office in the north.

The Imperially-Made Farming and Weaving Pictures in the Reign of Emperor
Kangxi was composed to boost agricultural development. With vividly exquisite pic-
tures, it is representative of the engravings in the imperial court in the Qing Dynasty,
mirroring both the advanced painting techniques and the everyday life of the ordinary
people at that time. Though its imitations and reprinted copies are now found in Japan
and South Korea, this work has very few ink-printed colored copies left, except the
two different editions in National Library of China and the library of East China Nor-
mal University (ECNU) respectively. This photo-offset copy takes the ECNU edition
as the master copy. Its preface is sealed with “Peiwenzhai” in the front and “Kangxi
Chenhan” and “Jigu Youwen Zhi Zhang” at the end. Moreover, each of the poems by
Emperor Kangxi was sealed in the front with “Yuanjianzhai” and “Kangxi Chenhan”
and “Baohe Taihe” at the bottom. With graceful lines and bright colors, pictures in
this book present true-to-life figures of gentle expressions, which, together with the
fine poems, exquisite calligraphy and refined printing, have rendered the book distinc-

tive artistic and collection values.

The Library of East China Normal University
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