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Example 1 (Cambridge IELTS 8 Test 1 READING PASSAGE 1 Questions 1 and 2)
[ & E R ]
READING PASSAGE 1
A Chronicle of Timekeeping
Our conception of time depends on the way we measure it
A According to archaeological evidence, at least 5,000 years ago, and long before the
advent of the Roman Empire, the Babylonians began to measure time, introducing
calendars to co-ordinate communal activities, to plan the shipment of goods and, in

particular, to regulate planting and harvesting. They based their calendars on three
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natural cycles: the solar day, marked by the successive periods of light and darkness as
the earth rotates on its axis; the lunar month, following the phases of the moon as it
orbits the earth; and the solar year, defined by the changing seasons that accompany

our planet’s revolution around the sun.

Before the invention of artificial light, the moon had greater social impact. And,
for those living near the equator in particular, its waxing and waning was more
conspicuous than the passing of the seasons. Hence, the calendars that were
developed at the lower latitudes were influenced more by the lunar cycle than by
the solar year. In more northern climes, however, where seasonal agriculture was
practised, the solar year became more crucial. As the Roman Empire expanded

northward, it organised its activity chart for the most part around the solar year.

Centuries before the Roman Empire, the Egyptians had formulated a municipal
calendar having 12 months of 30 days, with five days added to approximate the solar
year. Each period of ten days was marked by the appearance of special groups of stars
called decans. At the rise of the star Sirius just before sunrise, which occurred around
the all-important annual flooding of the Nile, 12 decans could be seen spanning the
heavens. The cosmic significance the Egyptians placed in the 12 decans led them
to develop a system in which each interval of darkness (and later, each interval of
daylight) was divided into a dozen equal parts. These periods became known as
temporal hours because their duration varied according to the changing length of
days and nights with the passing of the seasons. Summer hours were long, winter
ones short; only at the spring and autumn equinoxes were the hours of daylight and
darkness equal. Temporal hours, which were first adopted by the Greeks and then
the Romans, who disseminated them through Europe, remained in use for more than
2,500 years.

In order to track temporal hours during the day, inventors created sundials,
which indicate time by the length or direction of the sun’s shadow. The sundial’s
counterpart, the water clock, was designed to measure temporal hours at night. One
of the first water clocks was a basin with a small hole near the bottom through which
the water dripped out. The falling water level denoted the passing hour as it dipped
below hour lines inscribed on the inner surface. Although these devices performed
satisfactorily around the Mediterranean, they could not always be depended on in the

cloudy and often freezing weather of northern Europe.
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Questions 1 and 2
Reading Passage 1 has four paragraphs, A-D.

Which paragraph contains the following information?
Write the correct letter, A-D, in boxes 1 and 2 on your answer sheet.
1 a description of an early timekeeping invention affected by cold temperatures

2 an explanation of the importance of geography in the development of the calendar

in farming communities

vt
1 adescription of an early timekeeping invention affected by cold temperatures
EE: D

X$: early timekeeping invention. cold temperatures

ELLA): WRIECEIFRENF] D BHEIEE =17 Although these devices performed satisfactorily
around the Mediterranean, they could not always be depended on in the cloudy
and often freezing weather of northern Europe. 5 #RX 6% & 78 b ifg & Bl b [X.
EHHFH, BERENEZ S BLERKGEX WML AE—EFEH,

R ENFH these devices F8 LM H H Y early timekeeping invention, Efi
£] ] freezing weather F17 H # /Y cold temperatures 2 [7] X B, & (7%) H

 BE D Bt, BEEBEZ D,
Z m: [FXFEH, freezing weather = cold temperatures,
2 an explanation of the importance of geography in the development of the calendar

in farming communities
EE: B

X$7: importance, geography. farming communities

ELLA): B EC#i7 E 1 2] B Bt % L47: In more northern climes, however, where
seasonal agriculture was practised, the solar year became more crucial, #Rfj,
FENFEF TR BRI RN, KIAENERENEE,

& #r: EALAIH ) northern climes (fR1L A& ) & H # A9 geography ( #iFH )
=R SUFH, EIA]H ) agriculture FE H H ) farming 2] X, ENiA]H
i) crucial F& H H#) importance &R SCE# . Ef0AHIFE B B, ZRE Bo

% m&: [Al X # #. northern climes = geography; agriculture = farming; crucial =
importance,

Example 2 (Cambridge IELTS 8 Test 1 READING PASSAGE 2 Questions 20 and 21)

[ EREE ) )

READING PASSAGE 2

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL IN THE USA

A An accident that occurred in the skies over the Grand Canyon in 1956 resulted in the
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establishment of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to regulate and oversee
the operation of aircraft in the skies over the United States, which were becoming
quite congested. The resulting structure of air traffic control has greatly increased the
safety of flight in the United States, and similar air traffic control procedures are also
in place over much of the rest of the world.

Rudimentary air traffic control (ATC) existed well before the Grand Canyon disaster.
As early as the 1920s, the earliest air traffic controllers manually guided aircraft in
the vicinity of the airports, using lights and flags, while beacons and flashing lights
were placed along cross-country routes to establish the earliest airways. However,
this purely visual system was useless in bad weather, and, by the 1930s, radio
communication was coming into use for ATC. The first region to have something
approximating today’s ATC was New York City, with other major metropolitan areas
following soon after.

Questions 20 and 21
Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 2?

In boxes 20 and 21 on your answer sheet, write

20 The FAA was created as a result of the introduction of the jet engine.
21 Air Traffic Control started after the Grand Canyon crash in 1956.

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

[Emmik ]

20 The FAA was created as a result of the introduction of the jet engine.

/%2 . FALSE

X$i7: FAA. asaresult of, jet engine
ELLA): MIELIEEN B A Bt35—1T: An accident that occurred in the skies over the

f#

%

Grand Canyon in 1956 resulted in the establishment of the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA). 1956 “F & A7E (£E ) KA |25 19—t B i T8
Hiiz= B8R (FAA) BIBOL.

#r: B H UL JE FAA ... as a result of ... jet engine, T & 1 A) i}t # & accident ...
resulted in ... FAA; & H flE A X FAA B BLEE MR A —B, ZEEME
FALSE,

M= [F] e, resulted in = as a result of,

21 Air Traffic Control started after the Grand Canyon crash in 1956.

K92 . FALSE

X#i7: Air Traffic Control, after. Grand Canyon crash



i3V R gl

M (%4%)

ELLA): RAE LW E (% B BE% —17: Rudimentary air traffic control (ATC) existed

i

x

well before the Grand Canyon disaster. F7E KA KM R A Z R, FEAMAZE
EEH (ATC) MEAFTET .

#r: & H A E 8 1F Air Traffic Control 75 A H HE B, J5 M LAY & before the
Grand Canyon disaster, i@ H i}if¥) /& after the Grand Canyon crash, & 1{i /]
Wi disaster FIEE H " #Y crash & [F] &R, & B FE LA B e [l AH R, 2
Z /& FALSE,

/& [F & #t, disaster = crash,

b1 R

2 A

FHEEE A R4 ARYE DR AR P B Y AT HH L E B E N A SRR, K&

BRI R B — R RN A A A R, DRUE B TR A LB AR HEE A REH
WrHH &R

. SUERBY

Example 1 ( Cambridge IELTS 8 Test 1 READING PASSAGE 2 Questions 24 and 25 )
[ HAEF ]
READING PASSAGE 2

E

F

10

AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL IN THE USA
To meet this challenge, the following elements were put into effect. First, ATC extends
over virtually the entire United States. In general, from 365m above the ground and
higher, the entire country is blanketed by controlled airspace. In certain areas, mainly
near airports, controlled airspace extends down to 215m above the ground, and,
in the immediate vicinity of an airport, all the way down to the surface. Controlled
airspace is that airspace in which FAA regulations apply. Elsewhere, in uncontrolled
airspace, pilots are bound by fewer regulations. In this way, the recreational pilot who
simply wishes to go flying for a while without all the restrictions imposed by the FAA
has only to stay in uncontrolled airspace, below 365m, while the pilot who does want

the protection afforded by ATC can easily enter the controlled airspace.

The FAA then recognised two types of operating environments. In good meteo-

rological conditions, flying would be permitted under Visual Flight Rules (VFR),



