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PREFACE

Mr. Cheng Naifan has been keen on studying the ancient tile, and has compiled a book Pingyao Ancient Tile that is on
the basis of his collection of ancient tiles in his hometown-Pingyao city for many years, so as to introduce and propagandize
the ancient tiles to the society, and this is a very good matter.

Chinese ancient architecture is taken the wooden structure as its feature, and the tiles have been used as material cov-
ering on the top of the building. The eaves tile is installed on one end of pantile, or it is called as a head of pantile. The pan-
tile with eaves tile was placed on the bottom of eaves, and can protect rafter from rain and wind corrosion and prolong the
building life.On the eaves tile normally has some decorative patterns or letters for purpose of decorating and beautifying the
building, therefore it is either a liner or an artwork.

The decorative patterns and letters on eaves tile have rich meaning that are true recording for relative matters in all his-
toric periods and also reflect the people's concept and advocate at that time, and have a significant value for studies on arc-
haeology, history, painting, handwriting, thought and culture etc.

Eaves tile had occurred in the Western Zhou Dynasty, through development in the Spring and Autumn Period and War-
ring States, had reached its top period. After the Three Kingdoms, the Western Jin Dynasty, the Eastern Jin Dynasty, the
Northern and the Southern Dynasty, Chinese ancient eaves tile had entered a long period of decline. Certainly, socalled the
decline period does not indicate the eaves tile in this period have no value, and contrarily should concern and pay great att-
ention to it.

Pingyao city is a famous historic culture city well known at home and abroad, Pingyao city's quantity of ancient archite-
ctural structures and complete conservation are very few in China. It is necessary to collect and study the eaves tile existing

in Pingyao ancient city with abundant culture background.

I'm gladly noticed that with society development, the people's requirement for spiritual culture is imminent day by day.
Meanwhile,more and more intellectuals make great efforts for Chinese Nation's cultural development by their own hard work.
Their contribution should have an active significance for spreading spiritual civilization and push society making progress.
Mr. Cheng Naifan's love and persistence in traditional culture is a fact that is worthy to be praised.
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SUMMARY

When you enter the Pingyao city that was called as ancient pottery in history to see ancient city's culture and seek after the historic pa-
thway, you must look at the eaves tiles that are only palm size, most in gray color and are easy to be neglected by people.

Eaves tile covers on the bottom end of eaves tiles. It occurred in the Western Zhou Dynasty,flourished in the Qin Dynasty and the Han
Dynasty, and has been handed down to now. It integrates with painting, calligraphy, arts and carving together, and can shelter, beautify, ex-
plain meaning and place hope on it. It has been listed on the arts rank and has become a special pottery decoration on the ancient architec-
tures.

Eaves tile is different as in different places.Eaves tile produced and developed in Pingyao city that havs long history and abundant cu-
ltural accumulations has more lingering charm. Some researchers said that the eaves tile after Tang Dynasty was worthless, and all were in
definite type and broadly used. But from the actual situation in Pingyao city, we have a different opinion on this, and we cannot say "all the
eaves tile" because during historic succession, some aspects have been changed and developed.

Eaves tile has produced along with the buildings and its grade has been different as to the different buildings. Experts call the Pingyao
ancient city as a museum of architectural arts in which such group architectures as ancient architectural arts on the ancient city wall,ancient
temple,ancient shop and ancient civilian house have displayed its beauty and charm.The culture of over 2000years has been containedin it.
Main architectures are like this, the eaves tiles as auxiliary structure are same also.The architectures containing a mass of cultural arts con-
tents have brought the extraordinary splendor of eaves tile.

Look up, it is arranged as a regular line between eaves, as if a string of necklace, with great decorative result,and makes the architec-
tures more beautiful.

If say the architecture is a fixed movement, the eaves tiles are indispensable notes in the movement, without these notes, music is not
so fair-sounding, the architectures even the ancient city would lose its luster. This does not exaggerate,but an impression for this. Are those
weatherworn and desolated architectures as beautiful as original?

Furthermore, the ancient architectures without eaves tiles cannot be entitled as perfect Chinese national style's architectures,their due
functions no more exist, and would effect the completeness of ancient city's culture.

Pingyao ancient city's culture is complex, and the eaves tile's culture is one non-negligible aspect in architecture culture. It is a historic
cultural carrier, and its formation depended on many factors of the social development at that time,so it reflectes the developing situation of
politics, economy and culture in the different eras, the folk aesthetic interests, as well as the folk-custom. To study the ancient city's culture,
you have to know the architectural culture. To study the architectural culture, you have to know the eaves tile. The eaves tile integrated with
the shape and structure, decorative pattern and meaning has been looked as an object of decoration and aesthetic judgment, through hist-
oric succeeding, it has formed a cultural phenomenon related to people's consciousness and aesthetic interest.

The eaves tile has a deep and broad cultural meaning, and has important value in archaeology, history study, and art and crafts etc a-
spects. One drop of water reflects the sun, from one spot we can know whole leopard, from the historic culture carried by eaves tile, we can
know many aspects in Pingyao city's all historic stages, therefore, it is worth to collect and study.
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