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MOdule 1 ) Culture and Life
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Module Objectives

After this module, you are expected to:

1

S

learn words and phrases about culture.

practise reading, listening, speaking: Asking and Giving Directions.
learn writing: a Note for Asking for Leave and Due Bill and Receipt.
learn grammar: Adverbial Clauses 1.

realize that today’s China can be regarded as a rich-culture country.

We need not only safe our own ordinary culture, but also we should share it to the

world and try to get the advantage from the other cultures.

Warming Up

Task 1 Look at the pictures below and talk about them.
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1. Work in groups and list three more Chinese festivals that you know.
@)) (2) (3

2. Discuss when they take place, how they are celebrated and what people do at that

time.

Task 2 China can be regarded as a rich-culture country, Do you know other Chinese

elements?

Reading Practice

Of Romance and Revolution

/ Pre-reading Questions

Before reading the passage, try to answer the following questions.

1. Look at the picture and the title of the reading passage and predict the content. Then
read it quickly to see if you are right.

2. What do people usually have when it is Mid-Autumn Festival?

1  Autumn. The air is light and summer’s humid heat is fa-| Words and Expressions
humid #IiEH)
fade ZHTHK
revolution #ifpy

around the corner. This is a time to celebrate both revolu-| = B

ding. Stars are finally struggling through the cool dusk,
and the moon will shine its brightest with Mid-Autumn

tion and romance.
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There are many legends linked to Zhongqgiujie or Mid-Au-
tumn Festival, but the most commonly quoted are about se-
cret messages that caused people to take action for a change
of government, and a romantic story of the archer, Hou Yi
and his wife Chang’e, the lady in the moon.

Let’s talk about revolution first. Although the festival is
long established in Chinese folklore, the eating of the com-
pulsory moon cakes did not start until late, relative to culi-
nary chronology,

In 1368, under the Mongolian rule after 88 years, an adviser
to rebel chief, Zhu Yuanzhang came up with a plot to send
out gathering messages that were hidden in sweet pastries—
much like fortune cookies. On the night of the Moon Festi-
val, the rebels successfully attacked and overthrew the gov-
ernment by the Yuan emperors and founded the Ming Dynas-
ty (1368—1644).

Today, moon cakes are eaten to commemorate this event.
Moon cakes are now sold in elaborate packaging that increase
the prices of the pastries to hundreds of yuan. All sorts of
pastries and fillings imaginable are available, even moon
cakes made from ice-cream and chocolate. In the south, the
favorite traditional filling is lotus seed paste, while northern-
ers like everything from red bean and date paste to ham and
nuts.

A much earlier myth associated with the festival is the rather
tragic romance between the archer Hou Yi and his wife,
Chang’e. There many versions but here are the most com-

mon threads.

In those times when gods and men had a less remote relation-

ship, 10 blazing suns shone relentlessly, scorching the
earth. Hou Yi was a fine archer, so he took his bow and ar-
rows and shot down nine, wisely leaving one to bless
the day.

For his great common sense, he was rewarded with an elixir
for immortality enough for him and his wife, whom he loved
dearly. He kept the elixir in a box while he went hunting
and told his wife not to open it. That was the last thing he

should have said.

Module 1 3

legend f%£i%

linkto HEKFR, HXER

quote 5|

take action FHUTHh
TRIE M

S5EF

romantic

archer

folklore E&[A]{&13
compulsory Sl 1 i
culinary ZAEHK
chronology KZHid
Mongolian 277 A1
came up with
pastry  {HERsLL
overthrow #f #

commemorate Z/&
elaborate ¥H.LHIERY

filling 1A

lotus seed paste FEFH

date paste HLJE

associate with & eeeeee B &R
kK

version ik

thread 2%

blaze % (58) ¥
relentlessly JoiFih
scorch fif}iZs

AERFFE
KA

elixir

immortality
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10 Just like Pandora, Chang'e was into the box as soon as

hubby was out of the door. Unfortunately, he came back

unexpectedly and surprised her holding the elixir. In her

panic {5
drink up &Y
11 The potion was so strong that she started floating and | potion Z57

didn’t stop until she reached the moon. And there she has | Permanent KAH)
accompany [
grab  4MfE

panic, Chang'e drank it all up.

remained since, looking down in permanent regret, ac-
companied only by a little rabbit she managed to grab on
the way up.

2 Both stories are often retold as people gather under the au-

tumn moon, feasting on moon cakes and sipping fine tea. | feast RAFHY
This is an occasion for the family to get together, second
only to the Lunar New Year reunion dinner that every Chi-
nese rushes home for,
/New Words and Expressions
humid/'hjumid/adj;. (RR) B#HRE, EER
fade/ferd/v. gradually disappear ZH#fIH%
revolution/ reva'lu:fon/n. Hfy; AE
romance/rov'maens/n. RE; ZEHE
legend/'ledzond/n. an old, well-known story &
quote/kwaut/v. 51 H; 51&; FHE
romantic/rov'meentik/adj. connected with feelings of love JRIEK)
archer/'a:tfa/n. 5% F
folklore/'faukilot/n. R a5

compulsory/kem'palseri/adj.
culinary/'kju:laineri/adj.
chronology/kra'nplad31/7.
Mongolian/mupn'gaulion/adj.
n.
pastry/'peistri/n.

overthrow/auva'0rau/vt.

commemorate/ka'memorert/vt.

SREIVER; R B

concerned with cooking BHER, FAERR
(Frt I HES B KEFid; FRF

FEH; FlAR

FhA; RhiE

e BRSO

remove a leader or government from a position of pow-

er M

remember an important event or person by means of a

special action, ceremony, or specially created object

a&
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elaborate/1'leborert/adj.
filling/'filig/n.
version/'vaifan/n.
thread/@red/n.
blaze/bleiz/vi.

relentlessly/r1'lentlisli/adv.

scorch/sko:tf/v.

elixir/1'liksa/n.

immortality/mmo:'teelot1/n.

panic/'paenik/n.
potion/'paufen/n.

permanent/'paimenent/adj.

accompany/a'kampani/vt.
grab/graeb/v.

feast/fiist/v.

link to

take action
culinary chronology
come up with
associate with
drink up

manage to do sth.

be second only to sth.

/ Proper Naormes

Zhonggiujie/Mid-Autumn Festival

Hou Yi
Chang’e
Zhu Yuanzhang

containing a lot of details or small parts ¥&.CoHIVER
CRESARD 1 R

a description of an event by people #iE:; Bias
S |

to shine very bright light BB#8, & G&) X%
ruthlessly,‘ cruelly JoiFis, FRESHD

i_fAs]:,rong heat scorches plants, it dries them and kills

them 8 CH#D ¥, e gz
Heh; AEKFY

the condition of living forever or being remembered

forever k4, KfF, KEAF

B, e

2455 i wlmadsi

something that is permanent lasts forever 7K A HJ,
AfER

to go to somewhere with someone [%fE, FE[E

to take hold of someone or something with sudden or

violent movement #lfE, HEL

to eat and drink a lot to celebrate something /R{F#h
Z, FRER

BEER, AXAR

FHATH

BRERRE

fa R CERL %
_% ...... ﬁ%\@;’e

Wk, BF

MR (EXERE , 5 A5ER

Rk
EHR
% 18K
ARICHE



Task 1 Decide whether the following statements are true(T) or false(F).

( ) 1. The Mid-Autumn Festival is a time to celebrate both revolution and romance.

( ) 2. Zhu Yuanzhang thought of a plot to send out gathering messages that were
hidden in sweet pastries.

( ) 3. The traditional fillings in the moon cakes in the south are similar in the
north. '

( ) 4. Hou Yi was a fine archer, but he was a bad husband.

( ) 5. Chang’e remained in the sky, looking down in lasting regret, accompa-

nied only by a little rabbit.
( ) 6. The Mid-Autumn Festival is second only to the Lunar New Year reunion

dinner that every Chinese rushes home for.

Task 2 Match the two columns below.

»

Task 3 Choose the best answer to each of the following sentences.

1. Autumn. The air is light and summer’s humid heat is
A. gradually disappearing B. appearing
C. approaching D. X
2. There are many legends linked to Zhonggqiujie or Mid-Autumn Festival, but the
most commonly quoted are about
A. a change of government
B. a romantic story of the archer, Hou Yi and his wife Chang’e
C. both A and B
D. X
3. Who came up with a plot to send out gathering messages that were hidden in sweet
pastries—much like fortune cookies?
A. The rebel chief, Zhu Yuanzhang.
A Mongolian.
An adviser to rebel chief, Zhu Yuanzhang.

ooE

A solider in the rebel army.
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In China, all sorts of pastries and fillings imaginable are available, moon cakes

made from

5.

shone

A. ice-cream and chocolate
B. lotus seed paste

C. red bean and date paste to ham and nuts

D. A, Band C

In those times when gods and men had a relationship, 10 blazing suns
relentlessly, scorching the earth.

A. distant B. friendly

C. closer D. A, Band C

In those times, how many suns shone relentlessly, scorching the earth?

A. One. B. Eleven.

C. Nine. D. Ten.

What was Hou Yi?

A. A good husband. B. A good archer.

C. A god. D. A doctor in old times.

For Hou Yi’s great common sense, what was he rewarded with?
A. A little rabbit.

B. A magic liquid that is supposed to make people younger etc.
C. A new lovely wife.

D. X.

Task 4 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words given in the brackets.,

1.
2
3.
4.
95
the he
6.

give a
7.

8.

Over the years her beauty (fade) a little.

The (romantic) of the sea beckoned ("t5|) the young sailors.

Many trees (overthrow) by the storm.

Mother’s day is a time of (commemorate) and celebration for mom.

The room was warm and cosy (JRBE. €Fi&HJ) with a fire (blaze) in
arth (BEJ), '

When confusions and troubles come (relentless), why not stand up and
fight?

Children under 14 must (accompany) by an adult.

Two men (grab) her and pushed her to the ground.

Task 5 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the phrases given in the box.

1.

scorch take action link to legend feast drink up revolution elaborate

This still spreads abroad among the people.

2. The police firm to deal with the riots (ZEHL).
3. The government’s new healthcare (T A{#{#) plan is yet.
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4, The walls had been blackened and by fire.

5. Some birth defects are smoking during pregnancy.

6. The king promised to hold a great for all his people.
7. Come on, your milk.

8. The epoch of creates great figures.

Task 6 Rewrite the sentences after the models.

Model A:. Because Hou Yi was a fine archer, he took his bow and arrows and shot
down nine, wisely leaving one to bless the day.

—Hou Yi was a fine archer, so he took his bow and arrows and shot down nine,
wisely leaving one to bless the day.

1. 1 didn’t come because I was ill.
2. Because it was raining, we stayed at home.

Model B. This is an occasion for the family to get together, next only to the Lunar
New Year reunion dinner that every Chinese rushes home for.

—This is an occasion for the family to get together, second only to the Lunar New
Year reunion dinner that every Chinese rushes home for.

3. Canada is one of the largest countries in the world, next only to Russia, and al-

ways been famous for its fantastic natural scenery.
4, Colin’s career was next only to his family.
Task 7 Translations.
A. Translate the following sentences into Chinese,
1. There are many legends linked to Zhongqiujie or Mid-Autumn Festival.

2. Today, moon cakes are eaten to commemorate this event.

3. And there she has remained since, looking down in permanent regret, accompa-

nied only by a little rabbit she managed to grab on the way up.

4. This is an occasion for the family to get together, second only to the Lunar New

Year reunion dinner that every Chinese rushes home for.

B. Translate the following sentences into English.

5. BdFA NBBR PR Ik . (come up with)



