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Anna lived on the side of a valley. One winter, there was a very big

flood, and a lot of houses 1 Anna’ s were washed away. Anna’s house

was high enough to escape the 2 , so when the water had disappeared and
the other houses were 3 there with no roof and now walls and all covered
with 4 |, her house was 5 quite all right.

Her house was quite 6 , her husband was dead, and she had four chil-
dren, but Anna 7 in one of the familles that had lost everything In the

flood and she 8 her home with them untli!l It was 9 for them to rebuild
their 10 .

Anna’s friends were 11 when they saw Anna do this. They could not
understand 12 Anna wanted to glve herself so much workand 13 when
she already had quite a few children to 14 .

“Wwell,” Anna 15 to her friends, “at the end of the First World war,
a woman |In the town where | 16 lived found herself very poor, because
her husband had been 17 In the war and she hada lotof 18 , as | have
now. The day 19 Christmas, this woman sald to her chlidren, ‘We won’t
be able to 20 much for Christmas this year, so |’m going to get only one

1]

21 for all of us. Now I’ll go and get It.’ She come back with a girl who
was even 22 than they, and who had no parents. ‘Here’s our present.’
she said to her children. The chlldren were excited and 23 to get such a
present. They 24 the little girl, and she grew up as their sister. 25

was that Christmas present.”
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| always enjoy the drive Into Marley. It is a good straight 1, with

some 2 views of the countryside on either side. There are woods and

hills, viilages and farms and about halfway, a large lake. And because there

is 3 much traffic on the road, | can usually enjoy the 4 as | drive a-

long.

| was. rather 5 the other morning, therefore, when a small green car

began to drive very close 6 me. | went a little 7 , hoping to leave the

car behind. 8 whenever | slowed down, the little car car 9 up with

me. The driver, a middle-aged man, was smiling and 10 to me. However,
1 did not 11 elther him or the car.

“Perhaps | am doing something 12 ,” | thought. ! 13 my lights and
my Indicator (3§ 7~ ) but they were both In 14 . And | certainly had not
got a puncture (X FE 3.). Theman 15 be mad, | thought. Feellng rather

16 , | drove off very fast leaving the small green car behind. | did not

17 untll | got to Marley.

There are some traflc lights Just 18 * .you cross the rallway bridge in-
to Marley and, as it happened, the lights turned 19 as | drove near. |
was still 20 there when the little green car caught up with me.

The driver got out and tapped on my window. | opened it, “Can | help
“p>

you?” | asked rather 21 . m trying to 22 you!” The man said. “You
L g __ =2

see, your number plate 23 about fifteen miles 24 . | tried to catch

your attention but you didn’t take any 25 !”

10
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Just after the last war, people were very 1 to give money to help

those who had 2 from it. 3 not everyone who collected money was

4 . The newspapers were full of stories of people who had been 5 by

men who went from house to house 6 that they were collecting for sol-

diers who had been 7 wounded in the 8 , or for people who had 9

their homes, or for some other noble 10 , yet all the 11 they were

12 the money they collected into their own 13 instead of using It for
the 14  they claimed to be collecting It 15 .

‘One day Mr Smith came back with another 16 of this kind. He told

his wife that a group of people had 17 thousands of dollars for the widow

(E43) of the Unknown Soldier. Then someone had 18 to the papers about

It, and, they had written articles to 19 other people. Mr Smith said that

he and his friends at the.office had had a good 20 over the story 21
they had read it in the newspaper.
“Can you imagine anyone being so 22 as to believe that story and
23 money for the widow of the Unknown Soldier?” he asked his wife.
She looked puzzled at frist, but then her face 24 . “Oh, yes! | see
now!” she answered. “Of course, the 25 pays the widow of the Unknown
Soldier!”. '

12
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