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Forword

Shan Jixiang

Hubei Province is located along the
middle Yangtze River; it is a Chu culture
center and an important revolutionary
cradle in contemporary China. The culture
of the Yangtze River valley and the Yellow
River valley converges here. And through
thousands of years, local people has
made innumberable milestones and left
profound cultural heritage including the
Ancient Architectural Complexes of Wudang
Mountain and Xianling (the Mausoleum
of Emperor Shizongd's Parents of the Ming
Dynasty) which have been listed as world
heritages by the UNESCO.

The cultural relics under protection
are the individual or complex fixed cultural
relics that have been approved and
confirmed by the people's government at
all levels, including ancient sites, ancient
tombs, ancient buildings, grotto temples
and stone inscriptions, important historical
sites in modern and contemporary times
and representative buildings under the
national, provincial, municipal and/or
prefectural protection. Wherein, the
Historical Monuments and Cultural Relics
under State Protection are listed and
approved by the State Council; and these

fixed cultural relics can represent the
essence of the top declared cultural relics
of great historical, artistic and scientific
significance. Since 1961 when the first
group of Historical Monuments and Cultural
Relics under State Protection was declared
to 2006, the State Council has approved and
declared 2,351 such cultural relics in total
by six times including 91 (comprised of 94
items) in Hubei Province, a rich in cultural
relics.

Hubei is rich in highly-valued cultural
relics, which displays the status of the
Yangtze valley as a Chinese culture cradle
and the historical development of China.
Under the support of party committees
and governmental departments at all
levels here, the required protection
domain has been defined according
to the Law of the Peoples Republic of
China on Protection of Cultural Relics
with labels and record archives under the
meticulous protection and administration
of specialized agency and/or people. As
promoted by its provincial committees
and governmental departments, Hubei
Province strives to be a big cultural relics
power and its Administration of Cultural



Relics has complied this book “Hubei
Cultural Relics: Historical Monuments and
Cultural Relics under State Protection”
to describe the essential information
of its 91 such cultural relics in detailed
content, simple introductions and delicate

pictures from the scientific, educational
and popular terms. As | know, it will be
popular among wide professionals and
even nonprofessionals and it will play an
important role in protecting cultural relics
here.
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Preface

Du Jianguo

Hubei Province, cuddled by mother China
in the center, is an important cultural cradle
with rich resources, talented people and
prosperity. Through its long history, emperors,
oracles and literates come and go, leaving it
with profound cultural wealth.

As early as one million years ago, human
civilization began to appear in the well-known
Yun County here. After wars and combination
of peoples in China, Yan Emperor Shennong
led his tribe to this blessed place, followed by
the carts and horses in Xia, Shang and Zhou
Dynasties, iron shields and crossbows from
Qin, Han and Sui Dynasties as well as Tang
poems, Song lyrics, Yuan songs and Ming
and Qing firearms and machines, all having
witnessed the cultural development in the
Yangtze valley. Profound culture richens cultural
resources; and during the 3rd National Census
of Cultural Relics in Hubei Province, it has
found about 40,000 fixed cultural relics of all
kinds including 91 key cultural relics under the
protection of the state, 825 under the provincial
protection and 4,155 under the prefectural
protection as well as 5 national and 5 provincial
historical and cultural towns and 11 historical
and cultural villages. All enhances its status as
a rich province in cultural resources.

Cultural relics are rare and not renewable,
implying the special moral values, thinking
ways and creativity of local people. Like, those
key cultural relics under the protection of the

state, which are essential to Hubei Province, are
reflecting the talent and creative spirit of Hubei
people vividly; wherein, such Paleolithic relics
as Jianshi Man Site and Xuetangliangzi Site in
Yun County are important clues for researching
human origin, proving the significance of
Hubei Province as a cultural cradle of ancient
Chinese nation; such important Chu cultural
survivals as Chujinan Town Site, Leigudun
Tomb Complex and Jiuliandun Tomb Complex
show Hubei is a core center of Chu culture;
such historical sites of the Three Kingdoms
as the City Wall of Jingzhou, the City Wall and
Old Longzhong in Xiangyang, and Guanling
(Mausoleum of Guan Yu) in Dangyang speak
volumes for its status on Three Kingdoms’
culture; and such revolutionary relics as
Wuchang Uprising Army's Government
Residence, China's General Labor Union Site,
Wuhan Congress Government Residence
Site, Site of August 7th Meeting, West Hubei
Revolutionary Base Site, the Headquarter Site
of the New Forth Army's Fifth Division and
the Headquarter Site of Central China Military
District are all representative to show Hubei
Province is an important revolutionary origin in
modern and contemporary China.

To develop and expand excellent
national culture and to build Hubei Province
into a big cultural power from being rich,
Hubei Administration of Cultural Relics has
complied “Hubei Cultural Relics: Key Cultural
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Relics under the Protection of the State” to
exhibit and promote the whole society to
cherish the excellent cultural relics during
economic globalization and world cultural
exchanges and, to protect Chinese culture,
spiritual tradition and cultural status safe. This
book can be divided into five parts, covering
ancient sites, ancient tomb complexes, antique
buildings, grotto temples and stone inscription,
modern and contemporary historical sites and
representative buildings. It describes the 91 key
cultural relics (including 94 items) under the
protection of the state in Hubei Province on
name, construction period, location, general
situation, connotation and value in words and

pictures simply according to the group order
(1-6) issued by the State Council. The selected
pictures can vividly reflect their actual state,
educating and feasting people.

This book has supplied a platform to
propagandize Hubei cultural status, promote
cultural development and protection, and
popularize Hubei culture as well as to create
conditions for developing cultural tourism.
And it also has significance in taking over and
developing excellent traditional culture of
Hubei Province, following out the scientific
development concept and promoting
cultural and socioeconomic coordination and
sustainable development here.
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