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Exactly forty years ago, Vere Gordon Childe - one of this century’s
foremost prehistorians as well as one of the subject’s greatest
eccentrics - published a book called A Short Introduction to Archaeology.
The present volume has no pretensions to equal its predecessor except

in brevity.

Indeed, this little book is merely intended to whet the appetite by
presenting some rudiments of the subject of archaeology in the hope
that the reader may be stimulated to delve more deeply into its rich
literature, to carry out some research or fieldwork, or, in the case of
students, decide to take it up as a university course. You may not find
employment at the end of such a course, or even at the end of a Ph.D.;
but in these days when even the ‘safe’ areas like banking no longer
guarantee a job for life, you might as well enjoy yourself while you can,
and - as the late Glyn Daniel often emphasized - archaeology is nothing
if it is not about pleasure. Inevitably you may need to shift and sieve a
lot of earth, memorize some boring dates, wrap your tongue round
meaningless jargon, and try to grapple with the Sumo wrestlers of
theory, but at the same time you will be transported into a world of art
and artefacts, temples and tools, tombs and treasures, lost cities and
mysterious scripts, mummies and mammoths . . . And although such
things are scorned or dismissed by purists as vulgar and

unrepresentative of modern archaeology, it would be a strange



youngster indeed who was not first turned on to the subject by its
exciting or spectacular aspects.

If you were to ask members of the educated public, in any country in the
world today, to name a living archaeologist, it is a safe bet that hardly
any of them would come up with a single example other than the
fictional Indiana Jones. Such is the power of Hollywood, and such is the
anonymity of present-day archaeology. The great characters of the past
are all gone - we shall probably not see their like again - but an army of
mildly eccentric and dedicated professionals and amateurs are hard at
work around the globe, trying to make sense of the past. You too could
join their ranks, and this book may help you decide whether you’re cut
out for the job. If you want to became a professional, there are three
basic routes: do a university course in archaeology, do a course in
museum studies, or find employment in a regional unit or (in America)
in Cultural Resource Management to gain practical experience. You may
never become a great archaeologist, but if you can’t do something well,
just learn to enjoy doing it badly.

Oh, and don’t expect to get rich.
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