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On Children’s Pictures
—by Liu Hai-su

I hope that we will educate pupils in aesthetics from a lower
level to a higher one.

The first step should be the training of observational abilities.
Once in Shanghai, I saw a teacher brought a group of children
to Xiaxing Park, where he would teach them how to sketch. He
raised his arms and said, “The body of a person is just like the
trunk of a tree, while the arms are like the bigger branches and
the stretching fingers are like the smaller branches.” He pointed
to the weeping willows, then let his arms fell down, “The bran-
ches of willows are very soft. They look like the Chinese charac-
ter ‘W%, Soon the children got the concept of shapes and began
to observe the nature with their own eyes. They naively painted
the flower terrace on a building with varying colours. The teacher
didn’t set demands on them to paint in a rigid uniformity. What
Isaw enlightened me. The teacher know the correct way to teach
art! A teacher who strictly demands the children to paint with
regular colours as he himself dose must have neglected the perso-
nal sensations of them. Thus the pictures are painted in a rigid
way that can not express their feelings. Consequently the chil-
dren would take art as an encumbrance without any entertain-
ment. Even if they have good artistic qualities, they can’t make
any progress.

We must value the individualities of the children while putting
emphasis on their basic skill training, so that they can learn art
through entertainment, and their artistic creation will appear to
be varying, vivid, with rules but not overcautious. That’s the con-
dition we ought to provide for the success of the young artists.

Children should be taught that lines and colours are langua-
ges of are and symboles expressing feelings. Fine are is the
expression of emotion. Aesthetic education will progress when
art is influenced by the nature. Of course, children don’t unders-
tand abstruse theories. Even some adults themselves don’t unders-
tnad the theories, or, saying understand but forget when doing.
So we must know how to guide the children instead of teaching
them the theories rigidly. Teachers ought to master the law, other-
wise they’ll probably hurt the children’s literary talent, and can’t
do a good job as gardeners.

All children don’t learn fine art for the purpose to be artists.

In fact, it’s impossible for everyone to be an artist in any era,
but in a society with highly developed culture, it will surely help
us a lot in embellishing ourselves if all the people can paint and
draw. Life with art is so wonderful in which people respect and
love each other and value themselves. As art brings happiness into
our lives, Let’s fully enjoy it.

Children enjoy painting and drawing which are good for their
spirits and health. We mustn’t imbue the children with the ideas
of finance and fames. We must prevent them from showing
favouritism to fine art only. Good children should develop in an
all-round way.

There have been many children artists with talent in Guangxi.
Some of them went abroad to hold exhibitions and perform pain-
ting and calligraphy on the spot. All these have brought great
honour to the country and themselves. As they are growing up,
some of them make no progress in fine art, they ture to learn
other knowledges and develop in more promising fields. We value
the achievements they have made, and also encourage them to
do still better in their new and hopeful fields.

People who have experienced the bitterness of life have rights
to enjoy the warm of the society in which we are friends with
equality. We all have the duty to take care of the young genera-
tion and help them to succeed. Parents, teachers and children
themselves should be told that the purpose to learn art is to
develop intelligence, there mustn’t be any pressure. Most of the
artists have been good at art when they were children, but most
of the children good at art will not become artists. There remains
95 percent of brain potentiality of human beings to be exploited.
It’s an attractive subject which needs research by patient and
intelligent people. We have the largest population in the world,
so our successful experience will surely possess international
significance. We hope to find out new methods for children to
develop in an all-round way ——morally, intellectually, physically
and aesthetically.

Let’s do our best for the children.
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Wang Ya-ni Zhuang)
The youngest artist of personal
art exhibitions and an album of
paintings, the youngest postage
stamp designer.
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Tan Wen-xi (Maonan)

He is f

o1 painting

vivid action and miracul

His works a

Mountains, River and Boat
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