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Preface
The Connotation of
Architecture

Half a month ago, I was invited to attend WWF's 50th Anniversary Conference,
and tried to make a speech in English. The speech was about the story of trees
and the community built by Vanke, and I introduced to foreign friends that
the housing industry promoted by Vanke would reduce the destruction to the
tropical rainforest. Feeling interested, the seniors of WWF immediately talked
over with the staff of Vanke about the strategic cooperation.

After the conference, an architectural survey was arranged in Zurich. As a
small country, Switzerland hardly comes into mind when people talk about
buildings, but its architectural education and thoughts play a decisive role. What
deserves to be mentioned is Eidgendssische Technische Hochschule Ziirich
(ETH Zirich), which was founded in 1855 and came out 22 winners of Nobel
Prize, and Chinese architectural education was profoundly influenced by its
achievements.

The most important schedule in the survey was to visit the botanic garden of

tropical rainforest in Masoala. Recreating the African rainforest ecology in
Madagascar, with 478 kinds of plants and nearly a hundred kinds of animals, the
huge green house keeps the temperature between 20—30 degree centigrade, the
humidity over 80% and the rainfall of 6 millimeters everyday.

I had come here two times previously, deeply impressed by its innovation,
complexity and diversity, but unfortunately had no chance to experience the
technology and management in backstage. Heard of Vanke's cooperation
in protection of the tropical rainforest with WWEF, the conservative director
excitedly introduced that there is no inductor to the temperature and humidity
used in the entire greenhouse. Because no inductor is used in the nature, it will
definitely be wrong if we make one. As for how to recreate the natural climate,
you have to see the underground of the construction.

The entire space underground is like a huge machine, continuously providing
abundant wind source with constant temperature and humidity for the
greenhouse. We walked in the main engine and tubes of a climate controller
rather than in a basement to experience how the Swiss to control precisely the
temperature, humidity, direction and outlet angle of the wind. Proudly the
director told us, all of these must be settled by considering the north — south
orientation.

All of the tubes are neat, clean and in perfect order. The rationality and
accuracy of the construction was amazing.

The following investigation showed another aspect of architecture.

We visited some parks in Oerlikon area of northern Zurich. MFO Park takes
up 0.7 hectare, originally a military factory, with three or four storeies office
building around. Now it is designed to be a 17 meters high corridor of 3 storeies
steel frame, encircling a central courtyard. The protruding platform on the
second and third floor of the corridor could function as a stage. People could
wander and rest in the hanging garden collaboratively planned by the architect
and landscape designer.

The Wahlen Park on the other end is grassland enclosed by five or six-storey

residential buildings and two rows of beech, with bulky football mast, lamp
posts, pavilion and pool scatter on it. The narrator explained that the designer
planned the park according to the tall and heavy style of the surrounding
construction, and his intention was to bring back the feeling of childhood.

What impressed me most during the investigation in Switzerland is the science
and humanity in the architecture. Moreover I felt that the scientific and human
temperament is infiltrated in the culture and daily life of Swiss people.

We were invited to a common civil servant's home. Enjoying the tea time at
the balcony, we were attracted by some appliances and asked what they are.
The host explained it's a cylinder measuring the rainfall, you could see it
rained 6 millimeter last night. Besides the rainfall measurer, there were also the
thermometer, hygrometer, barometer and a small windmill, though small but
functional. Gardening is a trifle but should be based on science.

We were curious why there were two faucets on the balcony. The staff of Vanke
exclaimed by the host's answer:"Drip irrigation!" Then we noticed the thin pipes
stretching to every pot of plants.

It was a little bit infrequent to build a framework for growing grape on the
balcony. The host told us he spent his childhood in a vineyard and his brother
is still engaged in grape planting. The grape on the balcony often recalls him of
the childhood and the happy time together with his parents and brother.

It is the warm humanity behind the preciseness. Science and humanity are
interweaving in the character of Swiss people.

Science and humanity are the most universal content in the civilization of
mankind. And the environmental protection is human's introspection and
reaction to the side effects brought by the progress of civilization. The three
factors in two aspects have deeply influenced the values in our era, and they
are the themes of architectures. With the sales area of 8.98 million square
meters in 2010, the construction and communities of Vanke have become
the most important organism in urban ecology — among them are more
and more good works like Vanke Center, Vanke Pavilion in Shanghai Expo,
the Commune, and Liangzhu Museum, etc. The works are the expression
of Vanke's values, and the concreted symphony of science, humanity and
green.

In the era of globalization, Vanke has cooperated with many international
master architects, including Steven Holl, Hadid, Libeskind, Rice and Tadao
Ando, etc. The participation of master will surely promote our work. However,
have we communicated the need of the market and clients efficienty with the
masters? Have we understood the master's design intent and implement it into
the construction? Have we established a scientific, human and green platform
that transmits the design concept and constructing technology of the most
advanced to all of the projects of Vanke? It is not only inviting the masters,
Vanke must internally set up a scientific, human and green work system, while
all of these request every one of us to foster the virtue and lifestyle that are
scientific, human and green value.
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Realizing the Vanke Center was one of the most pleasurable and inspiring
works of my life. In their belief and collaboration towards architecture,
Wang Shi and his staff are truly exceptional clients in China and the world.

S H R S L AT AT RS MR e . S R Each step of the process was a joy. From the first presentation of our radical

¢
s P = - concept for the competition, to the design's development in programmatic
NZ 7SN HARANTT, JIRHEATRA 157 S . . .
detail, Vanke was positively supportive.
Multiple sensory experiences are at the heart of our aim to realize
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architecture. While an idea may drive a design, it is in the expression of

overlapping perspectives, washes of light and reflections of color that is the

test of architecture.
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The Vanke program is different from most enterprise-park programs in
that it has work, living, and cultural aspects as part of a hybrid of different
functions. Our impulse to open the site to the public in a vast public tropical
garden was key to arriving at the "horizontal skyscraper" concept. Our
competition scheme provided three times the green area as the existing
master plan.

The formation of public spaces, rather than isolated objects was a primary

% aim. Vanke Center is an example of taking those aims further, forming a
S o B B B e v s g . . . i s 1AEGE ic tropical gar space wi king, living, recreational <
S AR AN L BORE 5 RN (eI A TE AT T 1 A LS & large public tropical garden space with working, living, recreational and
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cultural functions juxtaposed.
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The level of material and detail excellence shown in this project are like
AR

no others in China. Architecture is an incredibly fragile art, and Vanke is a
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very rare organization. Their aim for unique design and the highest level of

PESCL RN material and detail I will never forget.

With deep gratitude.
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VANKE CENTER SHENZHEN

T'he pile foundation of Vanke Center Shenzhen started running. Steven Holl displ
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teven Holl reported the design plan to the team of Vanke Tests for sun w

Center Project site bl
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Complete the construction of the main building, accomplist Vanke Center Shenzhen officially opene

the structure capping
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Invisible eawater’ quietly faded, remained construction quhEESEF M Exhibitior ur 15 on sh inhN A, Beijir Ma

overhead on the opéen site
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VANKE PAVILION, SHANGHAI EXPO 2010

2009975298, HHERERNZE Bt JSEE SLeRL 2 (Fs E =% 2009 8H11H, Btz i £
Vanke Pavilion held foundation 1 eremony on July 29 One of Vanke Expo serie The Possibility of Respect wa undation chamfering and foundatior nstruct or
009 held after the foundati 1gu 009. Photo: Xian
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THE COMMUNE

HX R he aterproof cylindrical part of buildir vas under The formwork engineering of courtyard floor roof wa
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Vanke Tangyue & Tim Yip Art Exhibition of Oriental started its

r hard construction, the first phase of Tangyue Shenzhen

I
Aesthetics’ opened in the Mixc on Apri riental flavor on August 31, 20¢

"A Walk Th&ough the
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vas successfully completed on August 20, 2009
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The architectural style is simple and elegant, delicately

Nature Night' of Tangyue w ) PR awards on Special Event scattered and holistic
Exhibition held in San Diego, south California, US, 2009,
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Vanke designers went to E wice to investigate
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5 ¥ lential pile foundation of The Village Shanghai was in

The old house w truction phase

s settled in The Village Shanghai, began to

assembly construct on January 15
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2010 New Product 3se of 1s held in the vith delicate white makes the keyno The Village Shanghai won the Award of the Second ‘First
ld house of The age Shanghai on September 12, 2010 while the calm wood color behind the v Finance and Economics, First Real Estate’, January 6, 2011
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NEW ORIENTAL MANSION
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5, izl The project started in April 2009 The concrete columns in former workshop were overall
T'he former Second Wuhan Cons n Components Factory . relocated
ending its mission, architects would reserve the concrete columns
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