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A Survey of the Buddha Images’ Proportions in the

Northern Dynasties’ Caves at Mogao, Dunhuang
Ma Shichang
( Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract; The Buddha images in the cave—temples have their own features of the time while they were
sculpted or painted in each period. The feature of the Buddha image consists of visual feature and propor-
tions of the image. The visual feature is very clearly visible, such as the image’ s contour, clothing, color
and technique, which can be visualized by the observation and comparison. The proportions of the image,
however, can not be easily found out. In order to know the measurements in the image—making of a certain
time, we have to make a precise survey of the whole images of the time. The changes of the features and e-
volution of the images can be well understood by calculating, counting up and comparing the data of the sur-
vey, which is more scientific in the study of the Buddha images. On the basis of the field work, the author
compares ratios of the survey of the Buddha images in the Northern Dynasties’ caves at Mogao with the Chi-
nese Pratimalaksana ( Defining the Image . Measurement in the Image — Making). As a result, some impor-
tant problems have been solved finally. This is the first paper on such a topic, which not only opens a new
vista, but also gives the deserved importance to the aspect of chronological study of the Buddha images.

Key words: Buddha image, survey, proportions, Chinese Pratimalaksana
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EBRAEAR . HINMEX LR, REZE
PUEE BB S0 EBEA X, BARMINA
XREPARGE, PR UG XA KB ERE A4
IR AR A9 I I A R — SR A BT a7 ik
R RRASE B YR 3 LA BCARAE [F] — iR
P B M I DT P [l — SR AR & 7 AR IR KB X
Blo BREEAARKEAX—TREHELR, &
g XFARFRAA BT RERBTE R, A1)
REIFER. WAEE AR R EA HARKZ
HESR, HMEBRER FUERRAR, XFA
[FIIRAS, tunl R ROk E BB A AU _E By 22501
HWYIRRERAERE T E. ik, BRITEERKR EX
K, BERIEEE, 254 REE EIBM0E R A1 259
HEE PBE R (B6), WR259 HRET
xS

254 FINBEHERIRKIE, XFRR S 254
DAL ROSBR LB b B R RG—t,

5.254 S 251 o A0 BE I O 1R, FEL LY
BT . PSRBT (%£5), LMEHE,

i 251 F15 257 54 B4R i Ho 1) X 4%
ML, W28 T (£6).

DABEE AR LU 2B, 251, 254, 257
SRR R, TRREMNZEE —TKEA,
X =RAEEAE—R, RERREY, YRBH
B, ATRERG—EHEE TR, XRE=AE
IHRAERE AT, RITAERLE E, K254,
251, 257 B = RHHEIRF4R E—ANRE.

6.260 1248 BIZESMY L, AL THS, HAT
EERHER R RER L LF, FEEE
ZHE, NEERZL., BEFHEHELEYE, BE
R, B ERIEREIE TS (KT,

W5 & K5 i B i 58 L3 B3
254 NE1 e 5.22 2.06 1.68 1.35 4.13
254 NE2 [EE 5.52 2.10 1.66 1.38 4.41
251 SE1 I 152 5 2.24 1.64 1.33 4
251 SE2 i1 5.47 1.93 1.53 1.33 4.10
251 NE1 IEi 1R 5.24 2.09 1.55 1.34 3.82
251 NE2 15 5.66 2.14 1.86 1.31 4.34
®6
5 & K5 i JA B R BE L2 BRI
251 HEWE BB | 469 (BR) 1.72 1.24 3.93
257 HEWTF BB 4.72 2.39 1.61 1.25 3.83
257 HEWE AR 5.48 2. 89 1.91 1.48 4.39
x7
5 (VA A5 i A% i e B3 BRI
260 SE1 [P 5.28 2.16 1.04 1.52 4
260 SE2 1% 5.25 1.79 1. 3% 1.67 3.75
260 NEI H 5.83 2.43 1. 65 2 4.52
260 NE2 I 4 5 2.10 1.20 1.6 3.80
248 S I 152 5.79 2.16 1.32 4.89
248 N H 5 5.79 2.37 1.26 4.74




