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Preface

he 100 photos of the ethnic minority villages(evolved from
stockades in primitive, basic administration units now ), taken in Qiandongnan (southeast part of Guizhou Province) in this album are
carefully chosen from hundred thousands ones of mine, which are only amounts and perspectives of these villages I have ever seen , even
not a half though. I have no idea of how many these naturally made villages exist in this region, but the photos I took in my albums are too
many to be counted one by one, as much as the experiences | underwent there. | remember that I began to visit these ethnic minority villages
in Qiandongnan with a camera, recording the various local livelihood without any preparation in my mind for this book zhaizi (stockades
primitive, villages now) thirty years ago. It just seemed that these ethnic minority villages scattered everywhere in this region, unique and
exquisite enough to be taken by my camera at will without any professional angle, methods and equipments, resulting in that high-quality
photos of the ethnic minority villages were rare. To be honestly, no single photo was up to standard even twenty years ago because I showed
no zest in photograph initially. [ started to photograph for one purpose of ethnology and anthropology research, not for love but for need, as
[ was assigned to a scientific research institution after graduation from the university. As a result, there were plenty of photos full of study
value but less aesthetic value. | kept this idly attitude, which was a fault indeed, till I met an amateur photographer of Guangdong Province
and began to love taking photos in reality on his advice around ten years ago, from which I learned photographing in a more professional
way by myself and began to photograph more. Afterwards I published series of albums and books about the ethnic minority livelihood in
Qiandongnan, such as a series of “Village Customs of China”, including Baibei (an ethnic minority village of Qiandongnan), Cultures and
Images and The Original Pictures of Stockades of Qiandongnan, etc. It came to me one day that I might publish a large-scale album of all
these 100 selected photos when I browsed and began to sort out from substantial photos which reminded me of the hundred thousands of
ethnic minority villages I visited, hidden in the mountains and forests, in a mysterious, beautiful, specific and intriguing status.

Whereas, another trigger of this collected album was the opportunity when I was invited to write 24 essays of ethnic minority
villages with pictures concerned within one year for a column, named “Mingjiazoubi”(means master essays) by the edited from the
original“Tianyesuibi”(means essays of fields ) by myself, of the bimonthly magazine Guizhou Today , through which my old friends of
Guizhou Province knew that | was fond of photographing as well. It’s a pity that this column was suspended with unknown reasons. | was
wondering if I could publish a book, consisting of all the essays about the ethnic minority villages another day, published and unpublished,
with writing impulses, though without alternative for the time being, which I pondered of value. I even named the imaginary book as Villages
on the Edge of Heaven, inspired by the way that the 24 essays were written: one village, one story with one photo. I exchanged the idea with
friends in Press or Press Foundations with positive responses. One of them even applied for a Foundation of village cultures in Shenzhen city
in name of me, which failed however after a pleasant meeting with one of the persons in charge in the Foundation. Then came the turning
point. Shortly after, Tourism Administration of Qiandongnan offered a potential cooperation chance to publish one album, introducing ethnic
minority villages in Qiandongnan after my recommendation of the manuscripts of Villages on the Edge of Heaven , which attained their goal

of promoting Qiandongnan in accordance with their publishing projects.Finally, the imaginary book Villages on the Edge of Heaven comes



