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Preface

Occupying a total area of 55.47 km’, Putuo District, northwest of Shanghai, is contiguous to Jingan,
Changning, Zhabei, Jiading and Baoshan District. As the gateway to Zhejiang Province and Jiangsu
Province, it is known as “Shanghai’s West Lobby”.

Soochow Creek is the mother river not only for Shanghai but for Putuo District as well. Passing through

Putuo with a length of 14 km, Soochow Creek creates 21 km scenic waterfront with abundant
historical cultural resources. As one spawning ground for our national industry in modern time,
Putuo Section of Soochow Creek sees the start of industry such as textile, flour, matchmaking and
chemical. After the trials and hardships of our national industry development, here stand out many
valuable historical heritages such as warehouses and factories, ruins of labor movement, residence for
capitalists, workers’ villages and so on. As the gathering place for modern industrial culture and
industrial heritage, Putuo Section of Soochow Creek becomes the epitome for the city and Putuo
area’s development and changes.

Aiming at forging the Cultural Gallery along Soochow Creek as well as maneuvering the comprehensive
development of Soochow Creek, the Committee and government of Putuo District have promulgated
2008-2015 Cultural Development Planning of Putuo District and The Opinions on Facilitating Cultural
Creation Industry of Putuo District to make a grand blueprint for the cultural activities and industry
development especially for the centralized area of Soochow Creek’s Cultural Creation industry.
Nowadays, Putuo District is pushing the implementation of the program for the development of
Soochow Creek Cultural Gallery and tries to build up a cultural highland in northwest Shanghai as
well as a public center serving for Yangtze River region’ social activities.

During the course of comprehensive Soochow Creek development and the third national survey of
cultural relics, we comprehensively combed all the cultural heritages over Putuo District, and
paid special attention to areas along the Soochow Creek. After paperwork and practical research,
we completed Cultural Heritages of Soochow Creek, in Putuo, Shanghai. We hope this high quality
book with illustrations and explanations could give readers a brief introduction to the cultural
heritages in Putuo District. With historicai and present photos and detailed historic material, this
book reconstructs the historic relics along the Soochow Creek such as industrial plants, residence
for workers and capitalists, ruins of labor movements, dwellings and residences, cultural and
educational buildings, public buildings as well as other significant relics and ancient buildings.

The purpose of compiling this book is to provide basic data for further protecting and utilizing the
cultural heritages in Putuo District as well as building the Soochow Creek Cultural Gallery. Taking
those local historic cultural heritages into account, the committee and government of Putuo District
will spare no efforts to protect all the cultural heritages including industrial heritages in modern
time and find out diversified ways for reasonable reutilization and protective exploitation of cultural and
historic space in the hope of reviving these heritages and thus preserve and pass down our culture.
This task will also play greater role’in the construction of a harmonious new Putuo.

Cultural Affairs Bureau of Putuo, Shanghai
September, 2009
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Site of Foo Feng Flour Mill
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