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Unit 1
East or West, Home Is Best

— Describing Your Family Members

® Functional Focus:
How to describe people
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Part| Warming-up

Work in groups and discuss the following questions.

1) Would you like to say something about your parents?

2) Do you have any brothers or sisters? If you do, what does he/she look like?

3) Does your family live together with your grandparents? How do you like them?
4) When talking about your aunts and uncles, what impresses you most?

5) If you have cousins, are you getting on well with each other? Why or why not?

| Culture Note

G ‘gﬁ;x,
; L

In the West, the idea of “family” may have two meanings.
One is the “nuclear family”; another is the “extended
family”. The nuclear family refers to a family which includes
father, mother, son and/or daughter. Besides the members
in the nuclear family, the extended family includes their
relatives, such as grandfather, grandmother, uncles, aunts,
cousins, and other relatives. When people ask, “How big is

your family?” they usually mean the “nuclear family”.

® nuclear family: /) £ &
m extended family: X K&



Part i

Read the useful expressions and sentences in the data bank aloud and try to

recite them.

DataBank«

Tips for describing people:

. personality

She is so kind and reliable.

He is a diligent student.

My parents are honest and hardworking people.
Miss Wood is a warm-hearted person to come and

g0 upon.

. appearance

Our teacher is of average height/build.
Some students are tall and strong, but others are

thin and small.

Look at her rosy cheeks. She has a lovely complexion.

Who'’s that girl with straight/curly hair?

. wear

He is wearing black pants and a white sport shirt.
She is wearing a purple dress.

He has a grey jacket on.

She has a pink sweater and blue jeans.

Unit 1

Functional FOCus
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East or West, Home Is Best
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Il. Complete the conversation orally in pairs using the expressions and sentences

Girl & father:

given below.

What do they look like Could you tell me a pretty girl and her young father

she’s wearing a pink sweater
and blue jeans

T

fairly thin with short hair | in Men’s Wear

|
|
|
|

a hard-working so kind to us he’s tall with curly brown hair

Conversation

Assistant A:  Oh, my gosh, where are they?

Assistant B:  Who are you looking for?

Assistant A: 1 went to get this pair of shoes for @ . Now I can’t find them.

Assistant B: @ ?

Assistant A:  Well, the girl is ©

Assistant B:  And her father?

Assistant A: Hmm, @ and in his late forties.

Assistant B:  Sorry, | haven’t seen anyone like that. What are they wearing?

Assistant A: [ remember, ah, @ . Her father is wearing a suit.

Assistant B: A pink sweater and blue jeans? Wait! I think I see them over there @

Assistant A:  Hey Sir! I’ve got the shoes for your daughter.

Thank you very much. You are @

Partlll Take in and Try out

Read aloud the following dialogue in pairs and then try to role-play it.

Teacher:
Sally:
Teacher:
Sally:

Dialogue: My Family

Tell me about your family, Sally.
My family is an extended family.
Do you have any brothers or sisters?

| don’t have any brothers or sisters.
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Teacher: But you said you have a big family.
Sally: Yes. | live with my parents and grandparents.
Teacher: You are the only child in the family.
Sally: No, Pat, my cousin, is also living together with us and she is a diligent and clever
young girl.
Teacher: Great! It's a wonderful thing to live with so many relatives around.
Sally: Besides, | have a new nephew, and he looks a lot like me. He does.
Teacher: Everyone in your family must be getting on very well with each other.

Sally: They sure do. My family’s motto — tender loving care is valued.

. Read the following monologue aloud and then try to retell it in your own words

in pairs.

Monologue: My Grandma

When | was a boy, my family used to live in the south of China and | used to travel to
the northeast of China in holidays, where my grandparents lived.

My grandma was a short, thin woman with grey hair. She had bright, smiling eyes.
Although she was small, she was very cheerful. She had four children and eleven grandchildren,
including me. She had been working hard for the big family and was always patient.

In fact, my grandparents were farmers near Changchun living a very hard life at that
time. But she had spent her whole life helping others whenever she was wanted. She died
two years ago and | miss her very much.

Part IV Communication Activities

Work with your partner to create your own dialogues according to the given
situations. Refer to the words and sentences in the bubbles.

Situation One

You are going to take part in an oral exam in your classroom this morning. Teachers

= motto: n. #43

05



KERBHHFOERE

06

may ask you several questions about your family during the exam. Please be ready to
answer and try to use as many expressions as possible to describe your family members.

How are you getting
on with...?

Whom do you live with?

grandmother, cousin, - ,
grandfather, aunt, be so kind to, adorable...
uncle, niece, nephew... ]

Situation Two

One day, a mother of your classmate came to see her child living in the same dormitory with
you. At the moment, your classmate was not in. You entertained her and you talked a lot with
each other.

young, old, in one’s
mid-forties. ..

How old is...?

fairly, tall, pretty thin, with
blond, black, grey hair...

What does she look like? J&

Situation Three

Recently, many old schoolmates came back to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the
university. At the dinner party, all of them were talking and singing. Imagine you are among them.

m adorable: a.7 £ ¢
m fairly: ad. — 2424 b
® anniversary: n. B %240



3 Who has impressed
you most? Why do you

say so?
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What do they do at the
present?

kind, warm-hearted, hard- engineer, interpreter,
working, diligent, open-minded, : reporter, businessman,
knowledgeable, learned... . ' ambassador, astronaut.
ST

Il. Read the dialogue with your partner and fill in the blanks according to the clues
given in the brackets.

Your partner:
You:
Your partner:

You:

Your partner:
You:

Your partner:
You:

Your partnef:

You:

Your partner:
You:
Your partner:
You:

Dialogue: In a Speaking Class

May I have a look at your family photo?
Of course. We took it before I came here.

o (P A — KBRS AR K 1Y
ZNRME)?

She is my grandma. @ N\ T2 2 TEREF).
Is that man with glasses next to her your father?

Yeah, isn’t he handsome? © GFF—14

ERHSHA, ELERER, MIL)?

He sure is. And this woman must be your mother. Is she of the same age?

No, she is two years younger. @ (1B
R RIRIY %),

What does your father do?

(5] (fth 2P B B

#, ERNKFHD).

How about your mother?

Oh,® (b 2 F AR ZETEE ).
You are so lucky to have such parents.
That’s right. Besides, @ (ffi Tk tg 23—

FERABATIRYEE).
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lll. Describe the pictures in your groups.

Step 1. Brainstorm key words connected to the picture given to your group.
Step 2. Describe the picture with all sorts of associations.

Step 3. Exchange the picture with other groups and repeat the activity.

. Is this your family photo?

. Yes, all are here except my grandma.

: Oh, let me see whom you look like.
Your father? No, you take more after

your mother.

: Yeah, most people say so. But you

know, I've got my father’s eyes.

Picture 1

(Tips: happy family; gather
together)

Picture 2
(Tips: next generations;
cute; handsome; clever)

Picture 3

(Tips: some housework)

m all sorts of associations: X 4 §£ 78
m take after: K48 & 3118
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Part V Follow-up Reinforcement

Try to reinforce what you’ve learned in this unit by playing the following game.

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4

Pick up Three Friends

Work in groups and brainstorm the words, phrases, and sentences
on how to describe people.

Each group prepares three pictures with a friend among a big crowd,
such as, at the railway station, in the crowded dining hall, or in a
fully-seated lecture hall.

One student from Group A presents the first picture to Group B.
Members from Group B can ask one yes-or-no question each time
for the descriptions of the friend until they get enough information
to find the right person. Then move on to the second and the third
picture.

Then the two groups switch roles. The group which can identify the
right persons with the least questions wins.

You may begin with:

Student from Group B: Is your friend a man?
Student from Group A: Yes.

m description: n. fi£; 40if
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