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Introduction

Welcome to New Vision College English and the
world of English language learning in the 21st

century!

So what is New Vision College
English?

New Vision College English is a course of English
which is designed to take you and your fellow
students in colleges around China from what you
learnt at senior high school to the level required

by College English Curriculum Requirements
(CECR).

While we've been preparing New Vision College
English, we've been aware that you need English for
two important purposes. The first is that English,
as you know, is a language used all over the world
for communication, most often between people
who are not native speakers. The second is that a
good knowledge of English is essential for success
in CET-4.

Other factors are important as well. Using English
can be great fun, and allows you the opportunity
to make friends and get to know people from
other cultures and countries. But it’s not just the
worldwide community of English speakers which
is huge, it's the worldwide community of English
learners which is so important. And they’re

all people like you, with similar interests and
tastes in movies, music, books, as well as all the
information and social networking made available

on the Internet.

So we've tried to make the material in New Vision
College English interesting and motivating, and to
ensure that you not only learn and think but talk
about it as well. Remember! Learning a language is

learning to communicate.

But language learning requires a thorough

foundation in language knowledge and language

use. This means we need to cover:

» the grammar and sentence patterns which are
appropriate for your level

« the vocabulary which is covered by the
recommended wordlist in CECR

« pronunciation, stress and intonation of individual
words and in sentences, with special attention

« practice in listening, reading, writing and
speaking of natural, everyday English

« intercultural skills to allow you to use your
English with speakers from different cultures,
and focusing on a wide variety of international
issues

» development of critical thinking

We need to be sure you possess this language
knowledge and have had extensive practice in
language use before you take the CET-4 exam.
We also want to help you acquire the language
knowledge and language skills which will be most

useful to you in your future professional life.

Trying to achieve a balance between English as a
means of communication and English for an exam
has been a challenge for me and for every member
of our Chinese and international team. I sincerely

hope you agree that we’ve managed to achieve this.

What are the components of the
course?
There are four levels of New Vision College English,
to be used over your two years of English learning
at college. In each level you have:
+ An Integrated Course Student’s Book
» Listening and Speaking Student’s Book
«  Workbook

An Integrated Course Teacher’s Book

» Listening and Speaking Teacher’s Book



You'll also see videos and audio passages of
natural, everyday English in the CD-ROMs which
accompany the Listening and Speaking Course.
There is also an online version with both the

textbook version and extra material.

How is An Integrated Course
organized?

Every unit follows the same basic pattern.

You’ll begin with a Starting point which
introduces the theme of the unit by a variety

of reading, listening and speaking activities,
including questionnaires, famous quotations and

discussion points.

In Active reading you'll find the first of the three
reading passages in the unit, accompanied by
activities to prepare you for reading. The Language
and culture box contains information about
cultural reference which may be unfamiliar to you.
Then there are some Reading and understanding
activities to help you grasp the passage’s main ideas
and detailed meaning. Dealing with unfamiliar
words explores the usage of words to be found in
the passage. We highlight the words which you
need to learn for CET-4 in the vocabulary boxes.
We also focus on other difficult words to help you
develop the skills for working out their meaning.
Under Reading and interpreting you’ll find some
information and activities about more literary
aspects of the passage, such as inference, style or
the writer’s purpose. Finally, we include a series

of questions in Developing critical thinking to
encourage independent thinking about some of
the issues raised in the passage. The step-by-step
approach of this section is designed to help you
read carefully, develop your reading skills, explore
new vocabulary, and acquire more complex skills

required for close analysis of the passage.

In Talking point you'll find an opportunity for less
intensive discussion and interaction, to provide a

change of pace in your learning.

In Language in use we explore aspects of
grammar and sentence patterns which you have
seen in the Active reading passage. We also include
some extra information about particular words
and expressions, especially on collocations. At the
end of this section there’s some translation to and
from Chinese. The aim of the activities is to help
you use the new grammatical and lexical patterns

which you've read in the Active reading passage.

Further reading contains a second passage which
you may have time to do during unsupervised
study. It explores the unit theme from a different
point of view and is written in a different genre
from the passage in Active reading. As you go
through this section, you should remember to
review the reading skills you explored in the
Active reading section and in earlier units, develop
further vocabulary related to the unit theme, and
think about applying this knowledge and these

skills to your own reading beyond the coursebook.

Reading across cultures contains a passage
which shows an aspect of cultural life, the customs,
traditions or behaviour in a country or culture
other than China, and with which you may not be
familiar. There are some comprehension questions
as well as questions to encourage you to think about

similarities and differences with Chinese culture.

Guided writing uses the passage in Reading across
cultures as a model for writing practice. We also
focus on aspects of language which you often see
in written English. A final activity asks you to write
a new passage containing your own experiences
and views, but using the features of language we've

already explored earlier in this section.



Unit task encourages you to review all the
language skills you have covered in the unit.
They’re all designed to be real-life tasks and can
help you in your use of English for communication

in other future situations.

Unit file is a summary of all the language points
and skills presented in the unit. When you

look back over the work you've done, check the
language points, and try to remember the passages
or activities in the unit where you first came across
them. When you’ve completed your review, use

Unit file to check what you've learnt.

We chose the passages according to several criteria.
We wanted them to provide you with interest and
new information, and to be relevant to Chinese
students in the 21st century. The ideas they contain
needed to be challenging and thought-provoking.
They also needed to be of a suitable length, to have
a suitable number of new words, and to provide
you with a wide variety of text types. Above all, we
wanted to ensure that our activities didn’t simply
test your understanding, but helped give you
access to the very best styles of writing in English
today. We want you to enjoy and celebrate with us

the pleasure of well-written English!

And what about Listening and
Speaking?

Each unit also follows the same basic pattern.

Starting point provides you with a pair-work or
group-work activity which introduces the unit

theme.

Inside view is a video story of three students,
Mark (English), Kate (American) and Janet
(Chinese) at the University of Oxford in England.
It was filmed on location in Oxford and shows

their typical lives, interests and concerns, and

provides an insight into the university and the city.
There are comprehension activities and a Language
and culture box which contains information about
aspects of culture in the video which may not be
familiar to you. Everyday English focuses on some
words and expressions which are very common

in spoken, everyday English, and which you may
find difficult to understand. The section ends with
a guided functional dialogue with a box of useful

functional expressions taken from the video story.

These video conversations are closely related to
everyoness life at college, which should allow you
to understand and learn how to communicate in

everyday situations as students.

Talking point is a pair- or group-work activity
related to the unit theme, and is designed to

change the pace of the lesson.

Outside view contains short extracts from video
material in which the level of English is roughly
graded to your own. We designed the activities
to help you understand the main ideas, and to
encourage you not to worry too much when

you hear authentic English but don’t understand

everything. At the end of this section, there are

some questions for Developing critical thinking.
The video clips we have chosen are of different
genres, which will help you acquire the skills
necessary to listen to real-life English wherever

you may hear it.

Listening in contains three parts. The first part
has five short conversations with comprehension
questions. The second and third parts contain
passages to provide listening practice to roughly
graded material. The listening passages are of
various types, including conversations, discussions,
adverts, radio quizzes, news bulletins and lectures,

all chosen to help you develop your listening skills.



In Books 1 and 2 there’s a Pronunciation section
which helps you with the pronunciation, stress and
intonation of English sounds which you may find
difficult, and includes a focus on aspects such as

linking sounds, stressed words and sense groups.

In Books 3 and 4 theres a Presentation skills
section which helps you think about the ideas
you'll need for presentations and the phrases and
skills you need to put these ideas across to your
audience as effectively as possible. Gradually, each
section over these two levels will help you develop

your speaking skills in English.

The pair or group work in Unit task allows you
to review all the new language and skills you have

covered in the unit.

Unit file is a summary of all the language points

and skills presented in the unit.

English in the 21st century

It’s been estimated that English is spoken by

about 375 million native speakers, and more than

a billion people around the world as a second or
foreign language. It's a language which allows you
to join an international community where English
is used both as a language of commerce, economics,
entertainment, culture, politics and the Internet, and
as a means to promote international understanding
and peace. So English is often referred to as the

global language of the 21st century.

In New Vision College English we want to reflect not
just the need to learn English to pass your exams,
but to give you the language knowledge and skills
to communicate in the world beyond your college,

beyond your region and beyond China.

We've taken great care to choose themes, passages
and activities which will interest you and motivate

you to learn. We've used the latest teaching

methodology and the most up-to-date expertise in
design and publishing. We've also been careful to
ensure that you'll be extremely well prepared for

your CET-4 exam.

Above all, we've hoped to introduce something
of the enjoyment and fun of speaking a foreign
language. Speaking English is your passport to
communicate with people from different cultures
and countries. It has been our responsibility and
our privilege to help you acquire and enjoy this

precious skill.

There’s an Irish saying, “Strangers are only friends
you have yet to make.” We hope English will help
you make friends with strangers from all over the

world.

Simon Greenall
Co-editor in chief

New Vision College English
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Vocabulary and structure

Kl Complete the table with the correct form of the words. Sometimes more than one

answer is correct.

Verb Noun Adjective

assumption XXX

create

critical

establish

interaction

interpret

judge

observe

suspect

Complete the sentences with the correct form of the words in Activity 1.

1

If youarean _____ kind of person, you will notice that when people are thinking,
they often look down.

A college or universityisan _______ that offers higher education.

Teachers who ___alot with their students usually get better results.

Professor Robert Kaplan received a lot of ______ for his idea that different cultures
have different thought patterns, as many people did not agree with him.

When the artist completed his picture, he liked his ___ so much that he decided

not to sell it.

People that teachers know their subject well or they would not be teaching it.
The student’s essay was so good that the tutor she had had help writing it.
The translated the Chinese speaker’s words into English as soon as he

finished speaking.



Unit 1 Live and learn

Read the definitions of the following words.

(a) an angry disagreement between people (a) to go behind someone, when you are

(b)a reason or set of reasons that you going in the same direction as them
use for persuading other people to (b)to understand something, especially
support your views, opinion etc something long or complicated

e

(a)an idea or opinion; the thing that (a) your personal opinion, belief or
you are trying to say attitude about a particular situation

(b) the sharp end of something or subject

(c) a particular moment in time (b) the things that you can see from a

(d) a particular place particular place

Now complete the sentences with the correct word.

O 0 NN oA~ W~

—
o

Should children start reading before four years old? What's your ?

He talked very fast and I was unable to what he was saying.

I picked up the pencil and noticed thatthe __ was broken.

The book puts forward the __ that the writing styles of different cultures are different.
It wasatthat _ that we decided to go home.

The from the top of the hill was absolutely wonderful.

Look at the on the map where the road leaves the town.
My best friend and I had a terrible and didn't speak to each other for two months.
The main of the argument is that people think differently.

Just Jamie, she knows the way.

3 Complete the sentences with the correct adverb formed from the adjectives in the box.

critical encouraging frequent logical occasional particular rational true

1

The teacher spoke to the child about her work and praised her for working
so hard.

To be good at mathematics you need to be able to think

Luke missed lectures but not often as he found them a good way of taking

in information.



Live and learn Unit 1

4 When I've written an essay [ always reread itvery ___, and if I think it isn’t good
enough I spend more time on it.

5 The lecturer always spoke very fast and her students __ asked her to speak
more slowly.

6 In my school, the teachers, _the history teacher, always encouraged us to
think for ourselves.
I___ didn’t think that I would pass the exam and do as well as I did.

Try not to be emotional, and instead think about the subject

Read the information.

Collocations = !

Nouns which often go after:

to face achallenge a problem facts

personal opinion reason problem assistant life
belongings view relationship

cultural background conversation identity life origin
tradition

Adjectives which often go before:

concept basic interesting  important ~ simple

Verbs which often go before:

astatement give make prepare

an argument avoid follow getinto have lose
present win

a/the point have make miss prove return to

the point go straight to stray from

Now complete the sentences with suitable words from the collocation box.
Sometimes more than one word is possible.

1 My personal is that if you are able to think for yourself, you will be much
more successful at what you do.

2 Itissucha concept that anyone can understand it.



