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Introduction: Regions and Cities in Classical

Taiwanese Poetry

LIAO Mei-yu SHIH Yi-lin  HSU Hui-wen
YU Mei-ling KO Bin-yau

Abstract

This Introduction divides into two parts: General Introduction and
Section Introduction. The former explains the underlying concepts and
theoretical framework (especially the concept of town /city) in setting up the
“Regions and Cities in Classical Taiwanese Poetry Issue” and the whole
structuring of this issue, while the latter delineates the characteristics and the
history of each region and city as well as the principles in choosing the poetic
works under each section. The guiding principles in our project have always
been to maintain the literariness of these poems while at the same time to
display the distinctive characteristics of various regions. According to our
plan, the whole collection is divided into five regions: Northern Taiwan,
Central Taiwan, Southern Taiwan, Eastern Taiwan and Mah-Kong region
(Magong, Penghu). The main concerns here are centered not only on major
cities in different regions but also their interactions with peripheral
towns/cities, as well as their ups and downs in history. The focus is not
exclusively on the official and elite side of the society, nor to glorify the
brighter side of life. Instead, this collection aims to underscore the nature and
characteristics of different cities, the transformation of city lives, and some
of the unique urban scene of food processing, product sales, distribution and
re-export business, highlighting the diversity and richness of classical

Taiwanese poetry.

Keywords: classical Taiwanese poetry; regions; cities
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