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Preface( 11 )

January 10, 2012
Wisconsin, USA

I left China at age ten and only returned, for a two-week visit, at
age seventy-four. Won’t you think that I would find the country of my birth
exotic, and in no real sense a home? Yet, for all the changés in society
and landscape that have occurred in those decades, I still feel an inexpli-

cable bond with China. For example, I find it easy to use the expression

% ”

we,” as in “we Chinese. ” By Contrast, In America, where I have
lived for sixty years, I never say “we Americans. ” Place, especially the
place of one’s birth and childhood, matters greatly, even to one as cosmo-
politan and widely-traveled as 1. Do I regret my rootlessness? Not really,
for it has raised questions that I have spent a life time trying to answer,
questions that come down fundamentally to four: the potentialities of being
human, the role of culture and society in defining the human personality,
the degree to which that personality—individual and collective—is revealed
in the ways people treat their environment, and the good life—what virtues
are necessary to make it possible not only for oneself but also for one’s

hometown, countryside, nation, and—indeed—the world?
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I have published twenty-one books and some two hundred papers. If I
were to be tested in what I have written, my grade is not likely to be
better than a C+ orB-. Why? Because I have forgotten so much and, more
importantly, because I have never tried to put my thoughts together in one
book. I am therefore most grateful to Dr. Song Xiu-kui for performing this
‘Herculean task. Even though there may be points on which we differ, and
even though if I were to write the book myself I would put a little more
emphasis on what it means to be a human being, I am convinced that
Dr. Song’s exposition, by highlighting the cultural-ecological issues, makes
what I have to say more accessible to readers and more relevant to the

pressing problem of society.

Yi-fu Tuan
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