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Preface

According to my study, there has been no elaborate or systematic chronicle of
Model Opera in the world so far. Why do I want to write such a chronicle ? First,
Model Opera involves complicated historical imbroglio between literature and politics,
as well as several generations' extreme emotional experience and tanglesome feelings.
The valuation on its contents and achievements in terms of art has been widely
divided since the Cultural Revolution ended in 1976. While, with a view of academic
research, it is quite essential to excavate the basic historical facts. The evaluation of
Model Opera should be based on reliable first-hand historical data of which a lot of
researchers are in bad need when they debate unilaterally. Barely any researchers
have studied on it with a good consideration of comments in newspapers and
periodicals during the Cultural Revolution, not to mention with a review of Jiang
Qing's commands concerning Model Opera. Therefore, a chronicle with solid textual
research and exhaustive historical data has become an urgent need of related academic
research.

The research of Model Opera studies the motivation, methodology, literature
history significance and real-life impact of Chinese Opera of the Time. Compared to
literature study, opera research involves two particular elements:theatre and audience.
Through theatre, we can see its historical environment; through audience, we can
discover the close relationship between play writing and the society. In a word, by
taking Model Opera as a case study, we can review different patterns of modern
Chinese literature transformation: different values of the tradition and the modern
(especially the spiritual development of contemporary Chinese opera transformation

from opera transformation during Yan-an period to Model Opera in the Cultural

15



