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Unit 1
As the Tree, So the Fruit

— School Life and Exams

® Functional Focus:
How to express sympathy and encouragement
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Partl| Warming-up

Work in groups and discuss the following questions.

1) What is your general impression of your university?

2) After entering the university, have you experienced anything different from your high
school life?

3) What are the words generally used to call college students in different grades?

4) What is your major? Why do you choose it?

5) If your friend fails in an exam, what would you say to him or her?

In most American public and private schools, education is
divided into three levels: elementary school, middle school,
and high school. When students finish high school, they
may continue their study at colleges or universities, which
offer either a two-year degree, called an associate degree
or a four-year degree also, called a bachelor’s degree, in
a specific course of study. Students who have obtained a

bachelor’s degree can continue their education by pursuing a

master’s degree and a doctorate degree, also called a PhD.

® associate degree: 3| & + {3
m bachelor’s degree: % -5 {3



Partll Functional FOCuUs

. Read the useful expressions and sentences in the data bank aloud and try to

recite them.

DataBank

Tips for expressing sympathy and encouragement:

A. expressing sympathy
1) expressions of sorrow
What a shame.
I'm sorry to hear that.
It must be tough for you.
I sympathize with you.
2) expressions of concern
What’s wrong/the problem? / Is anything wrong?
Is something bothering you?
What’s on your mind?
3) expressions of positive regard
1’1l be OK/all right.
Never mind./It’s nothing.
Come on!
You’ve done your best.

I'll back you up.

B. expressing encouragement
1) encourage one’s work
Excellent! /Extraordinary! /Fantastic!
Marvelous!/Outstanding!/Perfect!/Remarkable!
Well done!
That’s better. Keep trying.
2) encourage one'’s ability
You can do it!
I knew you could do it.
3) encourage one who fails
Cheer up!

Don'’t feel so bad about yourself. / Don’t be so down on yourself.

Nobody’s perfect.
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Il. Complete the conversation orally in pairs using the expressions and sentences

given below.
well done It must be tough for you I just failed
so glum You’ll find it’s interesting and not so difficult Never mind
Come on excellent
Conversation
James: Hi, Linda!
Linda: Hi, James! Why are you @ ?
James: @ the quiz again. [’m afraid I can never succeed in English.
Linda: © , but you shouldn’t lose your self-confidence.
James: You know I can’t remember all these new words.
Linda: @ . Recite and review the English words every day, and you
will remember them.
James: And I can’t follow the English news. It is so fast.
Linda: Listen to some English stories and songs first and then the news. @
I’11 help you with your listening.
James: Thank you. I really don’t want to bother you.
Linda: @ . Your reading and listening have been better recently. Keep

trying and you will succeed.

Part lll Take in and Try out

. Read aloud the following dialogue in pairs and then try to role-play it.

Dialogue: Keep Your Chin Up!

Anny: Hi, Charles! | heard that you've attended the university English Debate held by

m tough: g "R #
® glum: a. |9 975 R/ApAR &
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the Student Union. Are you busy preparing for it?
Charles: Yes. You know we have to read widely and recite some expressions and I've
got butterflies in my stomach.
Anny: Keep your chin up. My roommate watched your debate with the Chemistry
Department last night. She said you were doing a good job!
Charles: Really? | think | missed some opportunities to refute the opposite team.
Anny: It might be because you lack experience. Try to find more evidence to support
your opinion and that will make you convincing.
Charles: Thank you for your suggestion.
Anny: You're smart and excellent in logic. I'm proud of you.
Charles: I'm flattered and I'll work harder.

Il. Read the following monologue aloud and then try to retell it in your own words
in pairs.

Monologue: How Do You Get the Final Score?

Hi, everyone. Nice to meet you. I'm Paul Scott and you can just call me Paul. I'm very
glad to share with you the theory and knowledge about economics in this school year.
Hopefully you can learn something interesting and useful in the class.

Now first of all, I'd like to state my requirements about the course. Your attendance
and participation will add up to 20% of your final score. So be punctual and active in the
class! You're also required to prepare a five-minute class presentation about economic
theory, which accounts for another 10%. Another 10% of your final grade is devoted to your
weekly homework and essays. Your final examination will account for up to 60% of the final
score. Understand? If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me and this is my
email address. All questions and suggestions are warmly welcomed.

have butterflies in one’s stomach: & 7K
keep one’s chin up: & &5, FH RN
refute: v. & %

attendance: n. &

punctual: a. A& &)
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Part IV Communication Activities

. Work with your partner to create your own dialogues according to the given
situations. Refer to the words and sentences in the bubbles.

Situation One
Your friend, James, is wondering whether to take part in a mathematics contest. You believe
that he can win a prize as long as he makes good preparation. Please encourage him to take
part in the contest.

Just give it a try!
There’s a chance.

| am thinking of ...

B

Just go for it. I'll back
you up.

But the chance of
winning is slim.

Situation Two

Lucy is worrying about her literature exam next week as she failed last term. This term she
has been studying hard and made progress in this subject. Have a conversation with her and
try to encourage her.

That’s quite an
improvement.

N i & L

You seem...

I think you're ... ‘ Cheer up!
| knew you could do it! Keep working on it.
L TR

4

= back up: ¥ &
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Situation Three

Your classmate Smith fractured his leg while playing basketball and has to stay in hospital
for one month and a half. He is sad for he feels lonely and bored in hospital. You go to the

hospital and try to say something to express your sympathy for him.

I’'m most upset/sorry to hear it. © 7 Itmustbe ... for you.

4555

| really sympathize with you. That

s a pity./What a pity!

| do hope it’s nothing

Il. Read the dialogue with your partner and fill in the blanks according to the clues
given in the brackets.

Your partner:
You:
Your partner:
You:

Your partner:
\ You:
Your partner:
You:

Your partner:

Dialogue: On the Playground
What’s up? @ (RBE R el ] A AR ).

I tumbled in the relay in the sports meeting this morning and our team lost.
(2] CRIBHET).

Yes. You know, we could have won the first prize, but I fell over. I feel really
bad about it.

(5] (BIFEZA BT T). Itis just bad luck.
We’ve practiced a lot, but because of my fault...

(4) (F% T fRRAY L) You look tired and need a good rest.
Okay. I’ll go to the dorm and have a sleep.

You will attend other races. @ (FEHGFEHAEES, TRE
%% J1UE). Everything will be fine.

m fracture: v. 378
w relay: n. 3£ 7)
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lll. Describe pictures within your groups.

 Step 1. Brainstorm key words connected to the picture given to your group.
Step 2. Describe the picture with all sorts of associations.

L Step 3. Exchange the picture with other groups and repeat the activity.

L A: Ann! Fantastic hit!

: | can’t believe | really did it.

A: You've got your brain in gear today!

Super!

: I'm so glad to hear that.

- W&%;RI!

Picture 1

(Tips: campus activities)

Picture 2
(Tips: encouragement)

Picture 3
(Tips: achievements)

m all sorts of associations: X A} J£ A2
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PartV Follow-up Reinforcement

Try to reinforce what you’ve learned in this unit by playing the following game.

Sympathy or Encouragement?

Step 1

Work in groups and brainstorm the words, phrases, and sentences
about how to express sympathy and encouragement.

Step 2

Work in a group of three students and draw lots of A, B and C. A is
a judge student, B is the unlucky one who needs sympathy and C is
the one who expresses encouragement. For example, B loses his or
her wallet, C expresses sympathy.

Student A in each group reports their result.

You may begin with:

Student C: What's the matter? |s something on your mind?
Student B: Yeah. | wonder whether | can finish the homework in time.




