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Foreword

The historical famous City of Changzhi ( K76 ) is situated in the south—eastern
part of the Shangdang Basin, Shanxi Province. It is surrounded by chains of mountains,
with Tathang Mountain at its east and Taiyue Mountain at its west. It was the substitutive
capital of the Han State during the period of the Warring States. At the time of the First
Emperor of Qin Dynasty, it was named Shangdang County ( |54, Shangdangjun). It’s
name was changed to Lu’an County (i§%Jff, Lu’anfu) in Ming Dynasty. Now the
name of this city is Changzhi (1:{f3), which means the county of “eternal stability and

prosperity” .

This region is rich of natural resources and beautiful sceneries. It has a long
historical civilization, with many ancient cultural sites in the whole region. Unknown
to all, there are still as many as 162 ancient temples constructed in different dynasties,
namely Tang Dynasty, Five Dynasties, Song Dynasty, Jin Dynasty, Yuan Dynasty. In
these temples, there are many precious colored Buddha sculptures, stone pagodas, stone
pillars with Buddhist scriptures, all of them having very high historical, cultural, artistic
and scientific values. Among them, the Buddhists architecture and colored sculptures
of Song Dynasty in the Faxing Temple (/:>*47F), the Buddhists hall and the sculptures
of the “Eighteen Arhats” and others of the Chongging Temple (52/K-F), both of
the above—mentioned temples being in Zhangzi County (I {-£1) of Changzhi city,
are highly appreciated by experts and scholars as the “Nation Treasures” . In order
to protect these precious historical cultural treasures, to inherit and promulgate these
Chinese civilization heritages, we in cooperation took pictures and edited them in a
series of albums entitled “Nation Treasures” . We enjoyed the support and guidance
of the Promotion Center for Cultural Relics and Tourism of Zhangzi County and
the National Heritages Center of Tsinghua University. The present one is the first
album of the series under the title of “Nation Treasure - the Faxing Temple and the

Chongging Temple in Zhangzi County” .
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