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The Call of the Wild

1. Into the Primitive

“Old longings nomadic® leap,
Chafing at* custom’s chain;
Again from its brumal sleep

Wakens the ferine® strain.”

Buck did not read the newspapers, or he would have known

that trouble was brewing®, not alone for himself, but for every
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nomadic /nau'maedik/ adj. #FHAY; FIRAY
chafe fifeiff at &%

ferine /'fierain/ adj. BF4EH)

brew /bru:/ v. Bxlii; PR R4



tide-water dog, strong of muscle and with warm, long hair, from
Puget Sound to San Diego. Because men, groping in the Arctic
darkness, had found a yellow metal, and because steamship and
transportation® companies were booming® the find, thousands of
men were rushing into the Northland. These men wanted dogs,
and the dogs they wanted were heavy dogs, with strong muscles by
which to toil, and furry coats to protect them from the frost.

Buck lived at a big house in the sun-kissed Santa Clara Valley.
Judge Miller’s place, it was called. It stood back from the road, half
hidden among the trees, through which glimpses could be caught of
the wide cool veranda” that ran around its four sides. The house was
approached by gravelled® driveways which wound about through
wide-spreading lawns and under the interlacing® boughs of tall
poplars. At the rear things were on even a more spacious'® scale than
at the front. There were great stables, where a dozen grooms and
boys held forth, rows of vine-clad servants’ cottages, an endless and
orderly array"" of outhouses, long grape arbors’? green pastures,
2 DA B 7 e ) 3t W R AR M A8 AR LR R A TR BB B A BRI RRATE
B AT s B P R, KRBT -FMRALRE, Lz AF
KEEHIK KRB, FL T EAANE AL A # X, X ANHES, i
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transportation /treensps:'teif on/ n. 2§
booming /'bu:min / adj. ZEEFEH

veranda fva'reends/ n. A& £

gravel /'greevel/ vt. EiEA T

9. interlace jinta(:)leis/ v 04E; A

10. spacious /'speifas/adj. I" KHI; KHAERY

11. array /a'reif n. HEF

12. arbor /’a:ba/n. BIBRAL; (WIS ) B
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orchards, and berry patches. Then there was the pumping plant for
the artesian well™®, and the big cement tank where Judge Miller’s
boys took their morning plunge and kept cool in the hot afternoon.
And over this great demesne™ Buck ruled. Here he was born,
and here he had lived the four years of his life. It was true, there
were other dogs. There could not but be other dogs on so vast a
place, but they did not count. They came and went, resided in the
populous kennels'®, or lived obscurely®® in the recesses'” of the
house after the fashion of'® Toots, the Japanese pug, or Ysabel, the
Mexican hairless—strange creatures that rarely put nose out of
doors or set foot to ground. On the other hand, there were the fox
terriers, a score' of them at least, who yelped®® fearful promises®! at
Toots and Ysabel looking out of the windows at them and protected

by a legion® of housemaids armed with brooms and mops.
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13. artesian well HifiH

14. demesne /di'mein/ n. T

15. kennel /'kenl/n. FI5; AR

16. obscurely /ob'skjuali/ adj. Bk
17. recess /ri'ses/n. (HFHE ) #EL
18. after the fashion of adv. E{)j

19. score /ska:, skoo/n. —_ 1

20. vyelp /jelp/ v. 18K

21. promise n. #iJK; B

22, legion /'lizdzen/n. (35) AK&; Kitt



But Buck was neither house-dog nor kennel-dog. The whole
realm®® was his. He plunged into the swimming tank or went
hunting with the Judge’s sons; he escorted®® Mollie and Alice, the
Judge’s daughters, on long twilight or early morning rambles®®; on
wintry nights he lay at the Judge’s feet before the roaring library
fire; he carried the Judge’s grandsons on his back, or rolled them
in the grass, and guarded their footsteps through wild adventures
down to the fountain in the stable yard, and even beyond, where
the paddocks®® were, and the berry patches. Among the terriers he
stalked imperiously®”, and Toots and Ysabel he utterly ignored, for
he was king—king over all creeping, crawling, flying things of Judge
Miller’s place, humans included.

His father, Elmo, a huge St. Bernard, had been the Judge’s
inseparable companion, and Buck bid fair to®® follow in the way of
his father. He was not so large—he weighed only one hundred and

forty pounds—for his mother, Shep, had been a Scotch shepherd

BE, BRBEARE M, EARR M, BT ETH, CREE
RULFA BB Bk SR ATHE; EREE N L)L MEm 478 K
RERAREEP; L8, EEMEEENZ, 5 BRREEY A, CEAKE
WEEH A, BARMITERE S EITR, R8N E R M2 DR
KA, BN R TR, EREREA i, Wixd
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23. realm jrelm/ n. 8%

24. escort/fisko:it/v 1 ; K&l

25. ramble /'reembl/ v. &%

26. paddock /'peedsk/n. ( BERERER) M
27. imperiously adv. I = HBEAH

28. bid fairto - HIHH
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dog. Nevertheless®?, one hundred and forty pounds, to which
was added the dignity that comes of good living and universal
respect, enabled him to carry himself in right royal fashion. During
the four years since his puppyhood® he had lived the life of a
sated aristocrat™; he had a fine pride in himself, was even a trifle
egotistical®®, as country gentlemen sometimes become because of
their insular®® situation. But he had saved himself by not becoming a
mere pampered® house-dog. Hunting and kindred outdoor delights
had kept down the fat and hardened his muscles; and to him, as to
the cold-tubbing races, the love of water had been a tonic® and a
health preserver.

And this was the manner of dog Buck was in the fall of 1897,
when the Klondike strike® dragged men from all the world into
the frozen North. But Buck did not read the newspapers, and he
did not know that Manuel, one of the gardener’s helpers, was an

undesirable acquaintance. Manuel had one besetting®” sin. He loved

FYLLRRAE MR Z W E R R G REE, FASAFTTERNEEX
. TEAFRK MG R, B H OWR RN SRR, EXACHEREE, #
FEALALBRBXR, REEA LS HEN S A1 ANEROIHE HE, ER
HRN—FZMUDUERABRE T, ITHRZXMPIMR Fs B 18R,
BAR T XTERU, RUERKB IR —H, ZEFIUKRED %5
PREfER

EHRIBITEMKRE LR IFE, Lt “w R AT RB IEHR5HEY
ANBS B TR RGBT (B, BRAFRE, BANESAR—FAT

29. nevertheless /neveda'les/ con/. :RT; At

30. puppyhood /papihud/ n. ( FJ%8g ) SHEERH

31. aristocrat /'seristokraet/ n. #ik

32. egotistical /i;ga'tistikel, eg-/ adj. HRALLAY; EHMN
33. insular /insjula/ adj. FRLE; HBRPIMY

34. pampered /'peempaed/ adj. IR &3 B

35. tonic /'tonik/ adj. #AMY

36. strike /straik/ w. HEit;; B2

37. besetting /bi'setin/ adj. AETHEH



to play Chinese lottery. Also, in his gambling, he had one besetting
weakness—faith in a system®®; and this made his damnation certain.
For to play a system requires money, while the wages of a gardener’s
helper do not lap over the needs of a wife and numerous progeny™®.

The Judge was at a meeting of the Raisin® Growers’ Association,
and the boys were busy organizing an athletic club, on the
memorable night of Manuel’s treachery®'. No one saw him and Buck
go off through the orchard on what Buck imagined was merely a
stroll. And with the exception of a solitary*® man, no one saw them
arrive at the little flag station®® known as College Park. This man
talked with Manuel, and money chinked* between them.

“You might wrap up the goods before you deliver *m,” the
stranger said gruffly*®, and Manuel doubled a piece of stout rope

around Buck’s neck under the collar.

H—NEIF—R—IMAZ R W BARAE RS hE
TPEM TH, B ENE N ARRER — XA L%
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38. system /'sistem/n. Ji#k

39. progeny /'pradzini/n. j5%; EE

40. raisin /'reizn/ n. HEHT

41. treachery ['tret[eri/n. ¥¥; HEHEXL

42. soiitary /*saliteri/ adj. PRI

43. flag station n. {(FE-EEL ( RAEITESIER KEAEHEL)
44. chink ftfink/v. () 1340

45. gruffly adv. ¥ 24 ; HEH

6



“Twist it, an’ you’ll choke *m plentee,” said Manuel, and the
stranger grunted a ready affirmative®®.

Buck had accepted the rope with quiet dignity. To be sure, it
was an unwonted*” performance: but he had learned to trust in men
he knew, and to give them credit for a wisdom that outreached*® his
own. But when the ends of the rope were placed in the stranger’s
hands, he growled menacingly®®. He had merely intimated®® his
displeasure, in his pride believing that to intimate was to command.
But to his surprise the rope tightened around his neck, shutting
off his breath. In quick rage he sprang at the man, who met him
halfway, grappled® him close by the throat, and with a deft®® twist
threw him over on his back. Then the rope tightened mercilessly,
while Buck struggled in a fury, his tongue lolling out®* of his mouth
and his great chest panting futilely®. Never in all his life had he been

so vilely®® treated, and never in all his life had he been so angry. But

T, RHSEHE, " SRR, BEAGE A, FEFRE.

BRAKEmRREZ TMERT. AR, XE—-MREFENIT
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SRR BR, YETFRMRBEIREATEREN, EAHT MK, &
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Ab . BAAKEAEE, RENET, HERGRT T—T, SHiLeM
R B, BES, BT AR, DR, TR, 5
KEWERGEST ol B & . ERRAK, WREHZ S LB, WA KERA

46. affirmative fo'fo:mativ/ adj. 15 EH

47. unwonted /an'wountid/ adj. R HH; REK
48. outreach faut'rizt[/ v ##f; Mt

49. menacingly /'menasinli/ adv. B ; i
50. intimate / ‘intimit/ v. E45; BlAFER

51. grapple /'greepl/ v. #% 3}

52. deft /deft/ adj. FEERLER; RIGH

53. lollout ffti

54. futile /'fjuztail, -til/ adj. TR ; THRK

55. vilely adv. i1Kih; BHH



his strength ebbed, his eyes glazed®®, and he knew nothing when the
train was flagged and the two men threw him into the baggage car®.

The next he knew, he was dimly aware that his tongue was
hurting and that he was being jolted®® along in some kind of a
conveyance®®. The hoarse shriek of a locomotive®® whistling a
crossing told him where he was. He had travelled too often with
the Judge not to know the sensation of riding in a baggage car. He
opened his eyes, and into them came the unbridled® anger of a
kidnapped king. The man sprang for his throat, but Buck was too
quick for him. His jaws closed on the hand, nor did they relax till
his senses were choked out of him once more.

“Yep, has fits,” the man said, hiding his mangled® hand from
the baggageman, who had been attracted by the sounds of struggle.
“I'm takin’ *m up for the boss to *Frisco. A crack® dog-doctor there

thinks that he can cure ’'m.”
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56. glazed /gleizd/ adj. JCIRHY; RILEEM

57. baggage car n. (%) 172=%H

58. jolt /dzault/v. 1%

59. conveyance /kon'veians/ n. B T &

60. locomotive /lauka'mautiv/n. ¥1%; Kk Hk
61. unbridled /an'braidld/ adj. 52K

62. mangle /'maengl/ vt. HR

63. crack /kreek/ adi. BUFHY; EUIK

8



Concerning that night’s ride, the man spoke most eloquently®*
for himself, in a little shed back of a saloon on the San Francisco
water front.

“All I get is fifty for it,” he grumbled®® “an’ I wouldn’t do it
over for a thousand, cold cash®.”

His hand was wrapped in a bloody handkerchief, and the right
trouser leg was ripped from knee to ankle.

“How much did the other mug get?” the saloon-keeper
demanded.

“A hundred,” was the reply. “Wouldn’t take a sou less, so help
me.”

“That makes a hundred and fifty,” the saloon-keeper calculated;
“and he’s worth it, or I'm a squarechead®”.”

The kidnapper undid the bloody wrappings and looked at his
lacerated®® hand. “If I don’t get the hydrophoby®*—”

“It’ll be because you was born to hang,” laughed the saloon-
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“RAKFES0H,, " HAE, “HEAR -THHEL, REUALHT
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64. eloquently / elokwantli/ adv. EH¥H

65. grumble /'grambl/ vi. H148; #EE

66. coldcash (O) H%: Bl

67. squarehead /skweahed/ n. {8/

68. lacerated /leesareitid/ adj. 15K

69. hydrophoby n. ( IEB#fHkhvdrophobia /haidrau'feubjo/) ERHK



