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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land: they are the cultural
crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in

successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again i d 10 historic | towns for the first time; now a great number of towns
are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic towns to a new
high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic towns
are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions
and nationalities. Quite a few famous towns have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special
features, which are indeed precious. Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and
rational development of historic and cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and
publishing of this Series Picture Albums of China’s Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing
the historical and cultural essence of these famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional

culture, to intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities



FEHRRPALE ;

A Planning Map for Protecting the Ancient Town of Lizhuang I )
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The Famous Town of Lizhuang

Reputed as “No. 1 ancient town of ten - thousand - li Yangtze River”, Lizhuang
is sited on the southern bank of the Yangtze River 19km east of Yibin City,
Sichuan Province; and leaning against a mountain and situated beside a river,
it is of a mild climate, rich produce and convenient traffic conditions of
highways, waterways and airlines. The town has long been famed as “Its river
leading from Mount Minshan, flowing to connect with Chu water - land;
while peaks superior to Guilin Hills and landscape as elegant as fairyland”.
3000 years ago, Lizhuang was a region where the people-of Bo ethnic
group lived; before the Qin Dynasty it belonged to Bo Dukedom; and in the
Han Dynasty it was included in Qian as a pr From the tenth year of
the Datong Period of the Liang Dynasty (544) on, the Liutong Prefe and

and cultural great development of Lizhuang, and accumulated a profound
cultural foundation. To date the ancient town still has preserved the then Hu -
Guang Guild (the Palace of King Yu), Fujian Guild (the Tianshang Palace),
Guangdong Guild (the Nanhua Palace) and other ancient buildings, as well as
Xizi Lane, Yang Street, Junmin Street and other historical streets and lanes
that are full of ancient flavors, and all these have left behind to the later
generations the evidences of the long - standing and glorious history of
Lizhuang.

What is especially pride - worthy for Lizhuang is that in 1940 the hardest
year for the Chinese people in the War of Resistance against Japanese Invad-
ers the Lizhuang people, with a view to enabling the Chinese Nation’s cul-
tural tradition not to be intermpted. determinedly decided to senl atelegram
of sixteen ch ing “’Li Tongji University to move
to Sichuan; all necessities wﬂl be supphed by the locality” to the Tongji Uni-
vcmty that was in plight far away in Kunming, so as to invite the cultural

Nanguang County were established in with there g 1
seat being set up in Lizhuang. In the Sui Dynasty, the Nanguang County was
renamed into Nanxi County due to the taboo on using the personal name of
an emperor. In the Tang Dynasty, the Rongzhou Prefecture (today’s Yibin
City) seat was twice moved to Lizhuang. In the early years of the Northern
Song Dynasty, the Nanxi County seat was moved from Lizhuang to

that moved inland to keep away from the enemy to Lizhuang. For
such a small inland town with a population of only 3,000 and with material
shortage at that time, to receive over 12,000 non - native intellectuals was
really a 12 and k ledgeable as well as righteous and capable brave
act. Along with the in-moving Tongji University, there were also Central
Research Institute, Central Museum and Institute for Researching Chinese

Xianyuanba for the first time. Since the Ming Dynasty when it was estab-
lished as a town till the Qing Dynasty and even up to the period of the Repub-
lic of China, Lizhuang had always been the first major organic town of Yibin
City. After the founding of the People’s Republic, Lizhuang was the govern-
mental seat of the Lizhuang District Office. In September 1983, Lizhuang
Town was assigned to Yibin City along with the Lizhuang District Office, and
in 1992 the district was cancelled by being established as a town. To date,
Lizhuang has got an organic history of 1,460-plus years. It was named as
town of historical and cultural fame of Sichuan Province in 1992, and was
named as town of historical and cultural fame of the State in 2005. Now there
are two cultural relic units under State-level key protection, the Ming Dy-
nasty Building of Spiral Palace and the former address of the Institute for
Researching Chinese Architecture; as well as two cultural relic units under
the Yibin City level protection, the Tianshang (Heavens) Palace and the Pal-
ace of King Yu.

Covering a territorial area of 71.52 km’, Lizhuang Town has 21 natural
administrative villages under its jurisdiction with a total population of
43,000, among which the urban permanent resident population
amounts to 12,000 people. By the end of 2005, the constructed
urban area is 2km? in total, among which the ancient town area is 0.5km?.

Since the Ming Dynasty, Lizhuang has become an important port along
the Yangtze River Sichuan Section, being the goods collecting and distribut-
ing center radiating to a number of counties in South Sichuan. In the late
Ming and early Qing dynasties, Lizhuang became one of the receiver ports
ford)e]arge scale immigration in history, i.e. the “Hu-Guang filling Sichuan”

The immi relying on the port ady of the golden
wuerwayofthe\'angtumvern&lﬂm" ible operati mode, bled
Lizhuang to develop soon into a well - known prosperous commercial and
trade important town of South Sichuan, thus promoted the first economic

Architecture and other State - level cultural organizations and institutions of
higher learning. A large group of master - grade intellectuals such as Fu Sinian,
Li Ji, Li Fanggui, Dong Zuobin, Tong Dizhou, Tao Menghe, Liang Sicheng,
Lin Huiyin, Liang Siyong, Lao Gan and others gathered in Lizhuang. By
offering generous receipt and care to the intellectuals in difficulty and distress,
Lizhuang took up the historic important task as a shelter for Chinese culture.
In this way, at the crucial moment of the nation’s life and death, a generation
of academic cream voluntarily guarded the foundation of the Chinese culture
in the depth of mountains and rivers, and incessantly explored new fields and
construct new t hes of learning, to inue the relay torch of China’s 5,
000-year civilization, to bring up the “cultural Lizhuang” and “China’s
Lizhuang”, and to enable the small town little known in history to rise up
suddenly as a place becoming equally famous as Chongqing, Chengdu and
Kunming, to enable it to enjoy the same popularity at home and abroad as
one of the four major cultural centers of China in Anti - Japanese War.

There are many ancient towns across the country; however, a town as
Lizhuang that integrates the ancient town multi - element culture and the
culture of Anti - Japanese War in its one organic whole is the only one of its
kind; Lizhuang has not only a long - standing history, but also a glorious page
in the contemporary Anti - Japanese War cultural history. In the new century,
the Lizhuang people has their reason for and confidence in constructing and
developing their homeland well, to enable it to become worthy of its name
of “No.1 ancient town of the ten - thousand - li Yangtze River”, so as for it
to its past splendor and del its bright future.
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Setting sun over riverside
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An early Qing Dynasty building, it is 60m long in total,
Constructed in 3 times. the eaves over its both sides are close
to each other, forming “a thread of sky” when one looks up
through in - between them; in the past it a place for process-
ing and selling straw mats, hence the name. Every house has

a unique - characteristic “side door”
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