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‘Born in a famous city, which is the prime condition of happiness."

In ancient times, the function of city is protection, sacrifice, and commercial exchanges. But along with the
development of civilization, city has been becoming large multi-functional comprehensive place which concludes
living, medical, commercial, security and public services, and has been playing an important role in human life.
The theme of 2010 Shanghai World Expo "Better City, Better Life" has been accepted in the world and become the
goal and future development direction by each city. As a city's calling card, public cultural buildings could show
the urban elegant demeanour, spread urban culture and construct harmonious city.

In general, public cultural building has two basic functions, "solid" and "virtual" . "Solid" refers to that public cultural
buildings are based on physical architecture, such as the buildings of schools, hospitals, libraries, museums
and so on, which require a fully functionality, convenience and artistry. As the spirit of city's soul, "virtual' refers
to that public cultural buildings could express and disseminate urban culture, whose spiritual core carries heavy
responsibility and expectation in cultural renaissance. Usually, a good public cultural building is an cultural symbol
and could promote development and progress of the city. The cultural significance is often beyond its function.
With the emergence of new structures, materials and technologies, the value of public cultural buildings has
been changed. In architectural design, designers emphasize eco—energy saving, sustainable development, and
the integration of public buildings and city life. In specific operation, designers pay more attention to the heat
preservation and temperature adjustment of buildings, they want to create a ecological inner environment and
reach the perfection of "Harmony" by using eco-friendly materials, natural lights or solar systems.

Now , there are many similar and machine-made public cultural buildings in many cities, which neither reflect
the city's unique culture nor represent urban grade. This book captures the lastest public cultural building works
from famous contemporary building institutions and architects all over the world. All of the works contain design
diagrams, renderings, floor plans and detail content descriptions, which display the presence of these well-
known buildings. Whether in the building skins, structures, facades, shapes, or in the cultural meanings, these
architectural designs are beyond previous works and have very important reference value to domestic public
cultural building design.
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Architects: CCDI

Area: 47,300 m?
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Location: Yancheng, Jiangsu, China
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Built in 2011, this complex is an iconic structure that will become undoubtedly one of the city's main attractions. Combining local styles
and infernational aesthetics, Yancheng Arts and Culture Center is a landmark that the public and those in the creative industries alike
will appreciate.

Famous for its harvest of sea salt, the area also has abundant rivers and lakes. Yancheng Arts and Culture Center uses the theme of
water to credte a siriking design which makes a contrast between organic curves and clean, straight lines. Along with the region's
economic ‘development, the city needs a new public building to hold many local cultural activities. With a site area of 47,300 m?, the
culture,complex contains a multifunctional art & exhibition hall, a movie theater, a shopping center and varied recreational spaces.
The désign respects the public use as guild concept to form a high-quailty and functional space. The spaces are designed to integrate
different functions into a complete "body". The shape was influenced by a traditional Chinese gourd from local culture. Using this shape
as the basic design element, the architects outfitted the culture complex with luxurious materials and innovative approachs. Complexly
patterned and inversely with smooth edges, the exterior is designed to reduce the building's scale, recalling the organic flow of water.
On the first floor, the facade also creates gray spaces along its perimeter. Inside the complex, the spaces are arranged in linear,
square-like formations, contrasting to the fluidity of the facade. Within the building, a man-made river runs through the center area with
tree-lined "water-streets" allowing leisurely walk and access to various sites. Combining traditional Chinese architecture with modern
aesthetics, the designers intersperse light wood detailings and eastern gardens between the airy, glass buildings. The exterior is meant
to be simple and concise, while the interior is mulit-functional and complex, resembling a modern Venice with its own labyrinthine
streets and raised walkways.
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