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Unit One

Why NASA Barred Women Astronauts

I. Language Points

1. as the US worked towards putting its first men in space (Line I,
Para.l)

The phrase “work towards” means to try to reach or achieve sth (52K BRiA %
HEWR) . eg

—We’re working towards common objectives. FAITiE7E ik FI3L A (1 B AR
M%7

—The government expressed hope that all the sides will work fowards raising
money for the orphans. B AKX IR S, AHILEZK.

2. The facts about this episode have been somewhat obscured (Lines
2-3, Para.l)

The word “somewhat” here means to some degree (fiky) . e.g.
—I was somewhat surprised to see him. W2 IR fns 5.
—We were somewhat tired after our long walk. FA'1E TRKMNS, 558

Note the usage of the words “somehow” and “someway”:

1) somehow—in some way (AR HH) eg.

—We must stop him from seeing her somehow. A1 FMFEARBELE At
BR#BSRAE o

—Somehow we must get to Glasgow. FAE LTI P BT EF 5,

Note: This word can also mean for a reason which is not clear ( B F %188k
HIRMIRED . eg.

—Somehow, I don’t feel I can trust him. RAHA %, BIEEBRALS A,

—T always knew I'd get the job, somehow. ARG HH 4, KHEERAL



BRI TAE.

2) someway—somehow ( AR 7770) It is the informal of “somehow”. e.g.

—Don’t worry. I’ll get there someway. B0, B GEARANIMNEZIL LK

—1I know what we’re doing is legal, but somehow it doesn’t feel right. FA1iE
WA IR AVER, EARMEARZE, REEFZIFALRN K.

3. asmall group of female pilots went through many of the same medical
tests (Line 1, Para. 2)

The phrase “go through” here means to have an experience, especially an
unpleasant or difficult one (£J7) . e.g.

—He was going through a very difficult time. fth1FE b T — B XRAER .

—South Africa was going through a period of great change. FAIFIEZ& i3 E
KA,

Note: “go through” also means to look at a lot of things such as papers or
clothes to search for a particular item (#3) . e.g.

—1It was evident that someone had gone through my possessions. 1REHE, &
NB T HHIARIE .

—He can’t find his maths book, so he is busy going through a pile of books.
MERAZHF BT, ECEE-HEDRK,

4. finding ways to cut the list of capable applicants down fto a
manageable length (Lines 3-4, Para. 6)

The phrase “cut (sth) down (to+n.)” means to reduce the size, amount or
number of sth (VH#K (F])) . e.g.

—We need to cut the article down to 1,000 words. FATEIH XL ESE T —T
Fo

—You have spend more than your income, can you try to cut down? YR{EFIEE
BHIEL, REEAREIREDIER?

5. The exclusion of women from the early space program (Lines 4-5,
Para. 6)

The collocation “exclusion of sb/sth from sth” means the act or an instance of
excluding sb or sth (HEJF) . e.g.

— Exclusion of air creates a vacuum in the bottle. ¥+ ) =S, WP S
TEEZE

—Her exclusion from the list of Oscar nominees surprises everyone. b4 HERR

FERETRARENZ S, A NEREREZ 1

4



Note the similar collocation: “to the exclusion of sb/sth” means so as to
exclude all other members of a group CHERRILAMIKI—4])) . e.g.

—He spent his spare time gardening, fo the exclusion of all other interests. 4,
EXERNEHHERE LT, BB ELT.

—Your essay should concentrate on one theme fo the exclusion of everything
else. IRIVIEICMAR P F—A X, A KIHt.

6. from the early space program was mostly an accidental side effect of
this (Lines 4-5, Para. 6)

The phrase “side effect” here means an unexpected or unplanned result of a
situation or event CEAARFMLER) | eg.

—Opponents of the policy fear that it could have unfortunate side effects on the
economy. ZBURM AT EAAYE, IX—BOR SR E5F =4 AR B R [ 45 5

—These policy changes will have beneficial side effects for the whole
economy. X LIS K 548 2 Xt AN 2R R A AR S B BT AM

Note: “side effect” also means an unpleasant effect of a drug that happens in
addition to the main effect (ZYIMEIEM) . eg.

—The drug has a few side effects. XFh254)4 — L VEH .

—TI will recommend you a natural remedy with no side effects. % ] PRHESF
—FOEEIE IR R T

7. They published a first draft of a public invitation to apply and then
had second thoughts (Lines 1-2, Para. 7)

The idiom “have second thoughts” means to change your opinion after
thinking about sth again (& X&) . e.g.

—We had second thoughts about buying the house when we discovered the
price. FAVHIE T W LU, X IXFT 5 F—H N BAEHET .

—Now I have second thoughts about my decision to leave the company. I7FE
XTI A/ —FHAHRET .

8. But test pilots in particular were already doing vaguely similar work
(Lines 2-3, Para. 8)

The word “vaguely” here is an adverb which means roughly; approximately
(KBLE; B . eg.

—He pointed vaguely in my direction. AW 81 (1) 77 1135 T 45

—Tltaly vaguely resembles a boot. 7 A E 1 F4R1% L L F .

But “vaguely” has got more meanings:



1) ina way one cannot specify (FHiH; AEFAHL) e.g.
— Her face is vaguely familiar. #thA £ 2.
—1 vaguely remember my first day at school. FXf 2258 —RABMIKIL

2) absent-mindedly COATERHL) e.g.

—She smiled at us vaguely. HOAERHBARNIE T X,

—_The student is drawing something vaguely. HZAN2EA2 IE/OANTEFS Hiu il 45 £1
Ao

9. This looked a lot easier than sorting through thousands of applications
(Lines 3-4, Para. 9)

The phrase “sort through (sth)” means to look through a number of things to
find sth or to put them in order (#F& (FELEEZHY) HNLArREH) | eg.

—Please sort through this pile of old photographs. THIXH#EH Ky #EH#—
T

—She sorted through her suitcase for something to wear. Mh7E AT 46 B
AR ZF

10. So a select group of military test pilots were called in, briefed on
Project Mercury (Lines 1-2, Para. 10)

The word “brief” means to give sb detailed information in advance (ZFF45¢45 K%
NN HEBFRR) . eg.

—The Prime Minister was fully briefed before the meeting. B AH7ES UHT
B TR TR

Note the phrase “brief sb on sth” which means to give sb detailed information
or instructions in advance (about sth) (FR5E[]+++++ RAFERE B BIE ) . eg.

—The Air Commodore briefed the bomber crew on their dangerous mission.
2R YL [ SR IENINLAL R AT FE AT 55 1 & TR 7

11. Not until the space shuttle started flying did NASA concede that
(Lines 2-3, Para. 12)

The word ““concede” here is a verb which means to admit that sth is true, valid,
proper, etc. CRINFEFESEL. A, 58HE) . eg.

—1 was forced to concede that she might be right. FAFA A AT G824t

—1It’s certainly big, I'll concede you that. HHiSIRK, 7EIX— i LI AIRIA



Note the other usages of ‘“‘concede”:

1) to give sth away; to allow sb else to have sth CEEYIikH; R irfb A8
FHEYD  eg.

—We cannot concede any of our territory. A 1~F + A1k,

2)  to admit that one has lost (a game, an election, etc.) (Z&iA [ i (—
Ja. —UGEEE)) eg.

—The chess-player conceded when he saw that his position was hopeless. 1t
F—FH B OBANLS, AT .

12. Women didn’t start showing up as shuttle pilots (Line 5, Para. 12)

The phrase “‘show up” here means to arrive where you have arranged to meet
sbordosth (H{FL) .e.g.

—I invited him for eight o’clock, but he didn’t show up until nine-thirty. i
fit )\ LT, B At 52 R

—We were expecting thirty people to come, but half of them never showed up.
BAWRESH=1TMAKR, H—L AHB L.

Note: “show up” also means sth can be clearly seen or noticed (G #F ) .
e.g.

—You may have some strange disease that may not show up for 10 or 15 years.
TRAT RSB SRR, + B+ HEZ AL BH k.

Note the following similar collocations:

1) “show sb up”—to embarrass sb ({5 A e.g.

—She says I showed her up in front of her friends. #1331k 7e & 11 i
AEHET .

2) “show sth up” — to make sth possible to see or notice which was not
clear before ({4 J[RAAEMI K FMIHEMI T W) e.g.

—The sunlight showed up the marks on the window. 7£FHY¢{MR T, %>
PR IR 5 7S AT T A

13. That idea never got very far (Line 3, Para. 1 5)

The phrase “get far”” means to make progress (HX/F#E/E) . e.g.

—TI haven’t got very far with the book I'm reading. F4< 5 3% B i £ /1

—He started to explain, but he didn’t ger Jar before Mary interrupted him. 4
TPURHARE, HESETHT Wit 15 2 77, A B R 2

14. when the Soviets bear NASA to it (Line 4, Para. 15)

The phrase “beat sb to it”” means to achieve, reach or take sth before sb else

7



(FELEEXT) . eg

—Scott aimed to get to the South Pole first, but Amundsen beat him to it. i}
FRIRITHE A BIA R, HER A CHELES

—1 was about to take the last cake, but he beat me to it. FIFEFEIE)G—
HRERE, MAhZEZET .

II. Translation
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