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Clouds Around the Mountains

Nanshan Ruji built a thatched cottage at the valley of South
Mountain, near which Ruji set up a tea pavilion, named as South
Mountain Pavilion. These simple and crude buildings made of clay and
grass, located in the south Mountain wound by white clouds, are where
Ruji live in seclusion and also the place where hermits and roamers can
stop on the way for a rest, just like the Peach Garden described by Tao
Yuanmin one thousand six hundred years ago. These hermits and roamers
made the fire and boiled tea, as they talked about the mysterious thing
and appreciated the beauty of it, with the time idling away.

For the hermits in the far south mountain, it adds to the pleasure in
their spiritual practice to have a place to dwell in and drink tea. Ruji
farmed here, read here, drank tea here, living a simple, poor yet happy
life. With the plain and tasteful words, Ruji recorded an alternative
existent state, totally different from modern urban life, offering his
personal experiences in helping people find an authentic road to their
spiritual world by returning to the remote mountains.

“Live a poor life, reshaping personal dignity” isanideareflectedin
Ruji's articles. It is not only a prescription to heal the ills of modern
civilization, but also the true portrayal of Ruji's secluded life. However,
can we accept it? So deeply lured and corroded by the urban civilization,
can we abandon the life we have been accustomed to? Perhaps, we can ask
the white cloud overhead, or the trickling brook underneath the gully for
advice.

Yet, silence! The peach blossoms drifted away silently with the
flowing water.

“I turn and see the waves moving as from heaven, and clouds above

the cliffs coming idly, one by one.” The clouds, the mountains, they also



keep silence.

To find the answer, Chan master Linyun (Tang dynasty) visited the
great masters everywhere. One day very accidentally he saw the peach
blossom come into bloom. At that moment, he was suddenly enlightened.
The answer just lies in our very heart. You can never find it elsewhere.
He wrote 2 poem to memorize the moment. “For thirty years, | have
wandered everywhere to find the truth. Flowers came out and withered
year after year. I still wandered. Until the moment I saw the peach
blossoms. [ knew I gotit.”

Hence, for the time being, shall we forget the worldly affairs. Open
the book in front of you, With a cup of tea in hand, read the words, feel
the words. In meditating Ruji's spiritual world, you will be able to find

the peach blossom of your own.
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