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Preface

Gong Hwang-cherng (1934-2010) was from southwestern Taiwan (Yunlin County).
He was awarded a Goethe Institute Fellowship in 1966 and admitted in the doctoral
program at the Ludwig-Maxmilians-Universitit under the supervision of Professor
Wolfang Bauer. He received his Ph.D. in 1974 and joined the Academia Sinica upon his
return to Taiwan in 1976 as an associate research fellow. He remained there for the rest
of his professional life, serving successively in the Institute of History and Philology
(1976-1997) and the Institute of Linguistics (1997-2005).

Prof. Gong’s dissertation focused on the phonology of Old Chinese. After his
return to Taiwan, he continued to work on this topic and published comparative studies
on Chinese, Old Tibetan, Written Burmese and later Tangut. He was soon recognized as
a leading figure in Chinese historical linguistics and Tangutology. Through the years, he
was invited as a visiting scholar to a number of prestigious academic institutions around
the world, and received numerous awards and honors both at home and abroad. Most
notably, he was awarded an honorary membership in the Linguistic Society of America
(LSA) in 2001 and elected Academician, Academia Sinica in 2002.

His works were published in two anthologies by the Institute of Linguistics,
Academia Sinica in 2002. The first volume deals with Collected Papers on Tangut
Philology and the second with Collected Papers on Sino-Tibetan Linguistics. Though he
retired formally from Academia Sinica on January 2005, he continued to pursue his
research actively and wrote a total of nine papers until his passing on September 11,
2010. The present re-edition of Sino-Tibetan Comparative Linguistics: Collection of
Papers by Professor Hwang-cherng Gong includes both his earlier works and an
addition of seven of his latest papers on comparative Sino-Tibetan. As a compliment to
Professor Gong’s lifelong achievements, the current volume also includes an introduction
by Academician Professor Dah-an Ho. Thus the current volume is a presentation of his
scholarship in a more comprehensive manner.

On the first anniversary of Professor Gong’s passing, the publication of this
volume is our tribute to the linguistics community at large and our homage and
commemoration to a beloved colleague.

Chiu-yu Tseng, Director
Institute of Linguistics
Academia Sinica
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