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About IELTS Reading

Orientation

General Training Reading

The IELTS General Training Reading test takes 60 minutes. It is divided
into three sections of increasing difficulty.

» Section 1 has short texts which come from advertisements, timetables,
instruction manuals and the like.

+ Section 2 has longer texts (usually two texts of about 500 words each)
which give information and advice about education and training.

» Section 3 has one linger text (about 700 words) with more complex lan-
guage and structure. The text will be about a general topic and will come
from sources like general interest magazines.

There are about 40 questions to answer. The questions may come before or
after the reading texts. There is a variety of questions. Often there are exam-
ples of how to answer the questions.

You may mark or write on the question paper, but all answers must be

written on the answer sheet,

Academic Reading

The IELTS Academic Reading test also takes 60 minutes. There are three
reading passages on topics of general interest and 40 questions to answer. The
passages are taken from magazines, journals, books and newspapers. At least
one text contains detailed logical argument.

Each reading passage is between 700 and 1000 words long.

Remember you must write your answers on the answer sheet as you go.
Unlike in the Listening test there is no time to transfer them at the end of the
test.

Although there are something different between the formats of General
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Training and Academic Reading tests, candidates usually apply the same read-

ing strategies and skills to cope with them because they are with same types of
questions.

Common question types

Matching headings to paragraphs

Summary completion

True/False/Not Given or Yes/No/Not Given
Matching of details

Sentence completion

Completing an illustration

Multiple choices

Classification

Short answer

Study Program

People learn and study in different ways. No one plan best suits all candi-
dates. So, every participant should make his or her own study plan. Remem-
ber, if you follow a comprehensive program to prepare yourself for IELTS read-
ing, you are building yourself up to peak performance on the day of the exam.

We make several suggestions as references to your study plan, but they
need to be interpreted flexibly.

* Decide what you need.
» Choose appropriate passages for your reading practice.
» Practise the reading skills needed for IEL.TS reading.

Decide what you need

Prior to devising a study program, you have to check what you need. You

can ask yourself the following questions to find out more.

About reading module
Do you know how long the reading test lasts?
- 2 L]



how long the reading passages are?
how many questions there are?

the formats of the questions?

About reading skills

Do you need to improve your vocabulary?
your skimming skills?
your scanning skills?

guessing the meaning of unknown words?

About reading habits

Do you read English every day?

Are you learning new vocabulary every day?

Can you state ten new words that you have learned last week?

Do you review the key steps in coping with different tasks when trying dif-

ferent exercises?
Choose appropriate passages to read for practice

As an independent English reader, especially when you aim to improve
reading ability in a comparatively short period of time, it is very important for
you to select appropriate passages as your reading materials. If you can not find
something interesting in your materials, you may get distracted by other things
while reading. And if there are so many new words or sentences with complex
structures, you may feel frustrated. So, if your reading is enjoyable and the
reading materials are not so difficult, you will probably read more often, and e-
ven get a good habit of reading. '

Remember, the ability to read a foreign language requires a lot of regular
practice, especially your aim is to read for IELTS which demands you to read
accurately and quickly. So, try your best to read a large amount of materials ev-
ery day.

You can choose reading passages from the sources listed below:

+ Textbooks from English speaking country, either textbooks of high
school or university, Check and make sure that the passages in text-
books suit your current reading ability, The textbooks can be on any dis-
ciplines, for example, nature science, history, geography, accounting or
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social science.

* Popular magazines like Economists, Science, National Geographic, Nature,
etc.

* Encyclopedias such as The Encyclopedias of Great Britain. Skim
through the list of contents or index and select some parts that you find
interesting to read.

* English-language newspapers. Read articles that you find interesting,
whether sport, current events or even the comic strips.

» English language textbooks. Books for extensive reading will be the first

choice.
Practise the reading skills needed for IELTS

To improve your reading ability, you should have good reading habits, To
be an efficient reader, you can do the following activities before you read a pas-

sage, while you read it and after you read it.

Before reading

» Anticipate what you are going to read as much as you can.

For example, if you are going to read First Degree Courses, you may want
to know what courses are in the first degree. It is reasonable to expect that the
article may contain introductions to those courses, teaching methods involved

with them, even some approaches to assess students’ work.

While reading

» Underline pronouns and decide what they refer to.

Select a short reading passage and underline every pronoun you can see.
Then decide what these pronouns refer to.

» Ask yourself what the writer is doing.

As you read, ask yourself what the writer is doing. Is the writer giving a
definition? Is the writer providing examples, describing cause and effect, or
classifying something? Decide what headings you should give to those para-
graphs.

» Guess the meaning of words.

Select a short reading passage and underline every word you don’t know.
Guess the meaning of the words and then check your guesses in a dictionary.

« 4.



Remember, any passage which contains new words more than 4 per cent of the
total number of words will be out of your control.

» Predict what comes next.

When reading a passage, occasionally stop and predict what might come

next, .

After reading

+ Anticipate questions.

After you have read a passage, think of the questions that might be asked
about it, For example, if you read Esperanto, you might anticipate questions
like: when was Esperanto created? How many people use Esperanto? Where
does Esperanto vocabulary come from?

» Write a short summary.

After you read a passage, write a short summary. This is a good way of
checking how much you understand when you read. It helps you to focus on the

main points of the passage.



Contents

WE
About IELTS Reading

What is Skimming? 8e 8essss et tecnat s ees st aedsescstonsset s asacsen basaaanas sar 002

Topics and Functions of SENtenCES *++sstestserastttasasetutiorcnstaenoranessas 002
Organization of a Paragraph T 10 1
InformationMatching vesmreriiansaviiersenatsseteassiansesaressosnsesssanisssnsns (015

Skimming a Passage T D T R R T TR TR ¢} V4

What is Scanning?  creereserceerssetenetcneiiiiieiiiittiniecsienneeetensnennens 020
Special Prints or Numbers :ceeeerceereririiciaiiiiiiciieniisisansscsniseicses 020
Words Expressing Relationships — ««++s+essseesserarernionirmnereunnnnnnians 023
Normal Words trrseserersscsercsancncassisersorsarensossesssssssssassrcssscesenses ()24

What are Tested Means What are Scanned for seesreeerercaiinicnianias 032
What is being Tested R R R R R R R Ty R R R T P N TR 032
Understanding Details -...-.....-...-.........-........j..... . 034

Matching Headings with Paragraphs B2U S0P B0 008 PN TR SE NRLBLGBEBORSCIEBEG LSS 054
Tags S UL 0 E BER G0 BN SR GSS ARS RS IS SRS A0S EPB IS DS OPD OIS PN RO REL PR LELLIB NS BB BIN S 075
True/False/Not Given & Yes/No/Not Given c::=:ceerereeenseneecieneaeess 083



Summary Completion «teeeerereeceretniiiiniiiiiniiiiiieiiiiiieiieneeee 101
Sentence COmPpletion +++++«s«sssetessrnresternrersiseeiriinnaeneriiaessesseesenes 112
Flowing Chart  seeeeeveevmemeieiiniiniiictiiiactiisianssssansrissassrscassacisene 124
Matiching of Details «+----=severereemmnrencnmiiniiiiini i 129

Multiple—choice S e e B A8 GBE SE L LS LB A0 BN BSOS BEL BEE PG EGE BEEEEN AL ABEEELEELEEBbabeb b 137

Academic Reading Test 1 Sesetsusessrstsasentsetsescavsesstsnavassscovasscsaces |44

Academic Reading TeSt 2 tessssecesussesesesrirervsvetnsasasansncncacansnssaces |58
Academic Reading Test 3 P R R R T R N P R T T 172
Academic Reading Test 4 ctesseesetssstscsasessnstacasssescsnnsascsascasnsoncse |87






Cha ter-

Sklmming

Skimming means reading very quickly. It involves selective reading of
the most important parts of the text in order to:
« identify the topic of sentences or their functions.
» find out how the paragraphs and text are organized—that is, the way
in which the writer organized all those pieces of information together
in one passage.

» get a general idea of what the paragraph or the text is about.

(aTFHEERE)

Skimming Sentences( W%l;&ﬁ?)
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When you are looking at sentences to understand the main points, try to
find the main words in the sentence, namely the subject, the verb and the
object of the main clause. Try to identify what the sentence is about and

recognize the function of the sentence in a paragraph.

Examples of sentences

RETHNAFRTHENERNEE, BXAFRHEEMINEE,

1. Whale oil, rendered from the blubber, was used originally for lamp
fuel and later as a principal ingredient of soaps, margarine, paint
oils, and lubricants.

2. All museums should be free of charge to the public.

3. Tea plants are grown on tea plantations, called gardens or estates, in

areas that have a great amount of rainfall and rich loamy soil.

ERFIF e EEMIIEEIT

Topics: 1. usages of whale oil
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2. charges for museums
3. where tea plants are grown
Functions; 1. a fact
2. a suggestion or an opinion

3. a fact_

Examples of paragraphs ( Bt 3% ) FAITh &)
1. @ Drivers often have an over-inflated opinion of their own driving

abilities and think that most other people on the road fall well below their

own high standards. @ Some even take it upon themselves to show their
fellow road users how to drive. @ Car drivers commonly treat the road as a
stage where they show other motorists how skillful they are by out-
manoeuvring them. @ Another frequent sight on the road is an irrate rr;an
hanging out of the window of his car instructing another driver on the art of

road-craft. ® A similar situation is the football stadium full of referees,

yelling instructions at the man in black.

FHEH NORHEHQ.O.OH  BRENAEMEFAN LT NOH W
similar situation T Pl X B, 4EH 2 drivers W R 5 B R L W F L 3
TR, L ZBREFENTFHRENALRTUFALT.

Functions of sentences: (Dgeneral statement

@An example
®An example
@®An example
®A comparison

2.DLet us use a tree as a vehicle for our explanation, where the tree

represents the way of thinking. (@ Some thinkers, content to stick to the

mainstream, stay on the trunk of the tree, while others with a bit more

daring move out onto the sturdier boughs. @ The reckless few, not satisfied

with sitting complacently on the branches, have to move out to the flimsier
twigs and hranches. @ These are the radical thinkers, the iconoclasts the

people who do not fit in. ® However, they are not the dangerous ones.

®Beware the truly menacing type of thinker, the predator who sits like a




Chapter il

Skimming

baboon on the stronger branches, waiting for the twigs to thicken and

become strong. (@ Once the way has been prepared, it is the baboons who

move in, taking credit for and stealing the ideas of those who dare,

b X B I B P S AR R A, B B T R £k 1A ) B B AR, i BE K
EHN &N FEREPRITIEE.
Functions of sentences: (DTopic sentence
@ An example
@ An example
@Further explanation of the previous example
®A contrast
® A warning/ an example
@A conclusion
From the previous examples we can see that it is possible to summarize a
sentence by giving it a topic name or function name. These summaries then
help you to read more efficiently as you are learning automatically to

summarize sentences, and then larger chunks of text,
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Activity=t=

In IELTS reading, students usually find it difficult to grasp the meaning
of those sentences with so many words and with complex structures. The key

is to find out the main words in the sentences, and work out the functions

which they serve in the paragraph.
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This activity is divided into several sections, every one of which is with
dif ferent aim. So when you get practices on it, you should pay attention to
the same structural characteristics among all the sentences in one group.

Remember . 1. underline the main words in every sentence ;

2. work out the function the sentence may serve;
3. pay attention to the different forms of the subjects

between the sections.

Section one (/&AM EIR)

1. If such traits help to camouflage plant, for example, the plant is
likely to have a survival advantage over other plants that are less well
camouflaged.

2. For as long as merchants have set out their wares at daybreak and
communal festivities have been celebrated , people have been in rough
agreement with their neighbors as to the time of day.

3. Inan age without radio or recordings, an age dominated by print,
fiction gained its greatest ascendancy.

4, The Kealvvinists , basing their conclusions on the assumption that the
sun was an incandescent liquid mass rapidly radiating heat, calculated that

the age of the earth was between twenty and forty million years.

Section two (#E AR A AEEFBSHNZAMEIFHRIF)

1. A commonly of fered explanation is that those who shocked the victim
at the most severe level were monsters , the sadistic fringe of society.

2. To test such theories, a parapsychological institute called the Isis
Center for Research and Study of the Esoteric Arts, based in silver
Springs, Md. , is planning to take 300 psychics and scientists in a cruise




