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~ Welcome to Beijing, the Magnificent City.

A truly impressive memento of a
~memorable visit — for the coffee table or
the bookshelf — or a reference book for a
trip yet to be taken, Magnificent City is a
pictorial record of one of the greatest and
most ancient cities on earth.

Indeed a magnificent city, Beijing offers a
wealth of history, fantastic activities and
heritage sites of outstanding cultural
significance. '

A city that m;
lasting memg¢

stmng impressions and

The combination of people-watching and
sightseeing offered by Tian’anmen Square,
Beihai Park and the Great Wall, as well as
the extraordinary grandeur and scale of
the Forbidden City make it an
invigorating place for long, meandering
strolls or short sightseeing trips at almost
any time of the year. Duck-shaped
paddleboats in the park will make you
smile and chances are you'll be tempted to
take to the water. Breathtaking serpentine
twists and turns of the Great Wall will
likely tempt you further a field.

Many a Beijing love affair began not with
grandiose palaces, temples or extravagant
architecture but with the first sight of the
humble hutong and the courtyards.
Temple-hoppers in seventh-heaven love
Yong He Gong, the Lama Temple and
the majestic pleasures of the Temple of
Heaven. And visitors encounter wide-
eyed tour guides with tales of ancient
trees in majestic temple compounds.

A modern metropolis, the city connects
with global counterparts anytime of the
day or night — London, Paris, Beijing,
Rome... .

Magnificent city: ancient, precious and
spectacular.

We hope you'll treasure this book as much
as we treasure our city!
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Tian’anmen Square — the world’s largest square
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Forbidden City — the world’s largest palatial complex
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The Temple of Heaven — a footstep to heaven
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Summer Palace — a place for all seasons

KIR — NSRRI ER R EE

The Great Wall — one of the world’s wonders
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Ming Tombs — the world’s largest concentration of imperial tombs
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Beihai Park — beautiful royal garden
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Shichahai — a metropolitan village
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Museums,Galleries and
Residences of Celebrities
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A Colourful Stage
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Peking Opera
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International Performance
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Acrobatics
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Modern Performance
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Ancient Arts
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Chinese Painting & Calligraphy
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Ming & Qing Furniture
By E

Jade & Porcelain
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Traditional Festivals
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Royal Cuisine
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Imperial Cuisine
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Hotpot

JE5TEY
Peking Roast Duck
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Peking Snacks
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Cantonese Cuisine
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Shanghai Cuisine
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Sichuan Cuisine
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Vegetarian Cuisine

HRER
World Cuisine
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Classical Style Restaurants

etk
China Tea Culture
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Venue Construction
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Infrastructure Construction
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A Passionate City
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Optimizing the Investment
Environment
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Protecting Beijing’s Historical
and Cultural Heritage
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Fitness Trend
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The Olympic Torch Relay
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Peking Man

On December 2,1929, Chinese anthro-
pologists discovered traces of life: a human
skull of a so-called Peking Man, who lived
on the south-
west outskirts
of Beijing
about 500,000
to 700,000
years ago.
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Stone sculpture
of Peking Man.
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Emergence of the City

In 1986, an ancient city ruin was excavated
at Dongjialin
Village at
Liulihe,
Fangshan
District. It is
the earliest
city in history
of Beijing.

ot
Bronze ke he
(wine jar).
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Insciptions on
the inside of the
lid of a ke he.

ZHONGDU DURING THE JIN DYNASTY
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The bronze pixie —
meaning avert evil - was a
divine legendary animal
widely used as a talisman.
This sculpture was
originally among
decorations on Zhongdu
Royal Palace throne.
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851 Yearsasa National Capital

In 1153, Beijing was first designated
China'’s capital by the Jin Dynasty (1115-1234),
founded by the Nuchen ethnic group from
Northeast China. The city was called Zhong
Du, or the Central
Capital, at that time.
Since then, for all but a
few decades, Beijing has
remained the capital
intermittently under
successive dynasties and
gradually grown into a major city.

On September 20, 2003, a grand ceremony
was held in downtown Beijing to mark the
850th anniversary of the year when Beijing
first became China’s political centre.
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Originally created in 1192, Marco Polo Bridge is
acknowledged as an engineering marvel, spanning
266.5 metres and with 250 marble balustrades
supporting 492 carved stone lions.

DADU - CAPITAL OF THE YUAN DYNASTY
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Rise of an Imperial City
In 1260, when the Mongolian Kublai Khan
(1215-1294), grandson of the great Genghis
Khan, was founding the Yuan Dynasty (1271-
1368), he decided to build a new capital city
in what is today’s Beijing. Historical records
revealed that Dadu city was built up in strict
accordance with a pre-set construction plan,
which introduced a
conspicuous south-north
central axis and a chessboard
layout for the entire city. The
building of Dadu is now
regarded as one of the
masterpieces in capital
design and construction of all
ancient Chinese dynasties.

it 22 (1215-
1294),
Kublai Khan(1215-
1294), a towering
historical figure, laid
out Dadu, the Great
Capital which was
. V45 also known as

71t Khanbalik - the City
) of the Khan on the
site of today’s
Beijing.
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Probably the most
famous westerner to
travel the Silk Road, Italian Marco Polo (1254-
1324) spent 24 years exploring Asia, China in
particular.




DURING THE MING DYNASTY

HHSIN AR, B — BEE ¥R AL, TR RO
JFF - 1403 4, B AR R ARECIE P AR, F5T 1421
FEERT I

B AR AL SRR TE TR EERE ESOETI R 1553
S, TERSEFIOME, TER 0" FIRARTTEE R
AL TIRAY H LR BER, Sb
RS 5. P sb
B, BEME. SRTTEE .
B[ i1 7 E B
In, MUz, HIZ AR, B
IRFHILES S T SR A B
HARAEAL st b 2 2 T
W, MAEHIIN R

fLittr=" s

The ensuing Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)
spent 15 years in renovating and upgrading
Beijing as a capital city. The size and layout of
the “old city proper” of Beijing in modern times
were actually fixed during the Ming Dynasty,
as was the city’s 7.8-km-long central axis which
extended from Yongdingmen (Gate of Eternal
Stability) in the south to the Bell and Drum
Tower in the north. The Ming emperors also
ordered the Great Wall be built to protect their
capital from nomad invasions from the north.
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Beijing had 20 gates, each for a different use. The
remains of the City Wall at Dongbianmen Gate,
after a long period of maintenance work, are again
open to the public.
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Palace and temple construction were major
exercises during Ming Beijing.

DURING THE QING DYNASTY
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The rulers of the
Qing Dynasty (1644-
1911), founded by the
Manchu ethnic group,
or the descendants of
the Nuzhens, added to
the charm of Beijing by
constructing several large royal gardens in the
city’s northwestern suburbs. These include
the famous Yuanmingyuan Garden and the
Summer Palace.
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The construction of royal gl
gardens reached its peak iz

during the Qing Dynasty.
Most gardens disappeared
over time, but the

Summer Palace survived.
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Along with Yuan Opera,
one novel was
representative of Ming
and Qing literature. is
still considered China’s
greatest novel.

SINCE FOUNDING OF PRC IN 1949

2003 £ 8 A 3 Bt T RAEXIZRK 2008 FLRE
ESSMER.

Celebrating the launching of the emblem of the
2008 Beijing Olympic Games.
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A City under State Protection

Since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China in 1949, many changes
have taken place in Beijing’s appearance
during its modernization. Yet the city’s
traditional architectural style and
characteristics have been well preserved.

Currently, there are six world cultural
heritage sites, 40 historical and cultural
protection zones. After Beijing won its bid for
the 2008 Olympics in 2001, the Beijing
municipal government formulated a “cultural
heritage protection plan” as part of its vow
to host a “People’s Olympiad”. On the basis
of regular maintenance funds, this plan

would guarantee an extra
financial input of 120 :_
million dollars) a year % E

million yuan (14.46
for cultural heritage
protection efforts
between 2003 and 2008.
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Tian’anmen Square stands at the symbolic heart
of the Chinese cosmos.
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Chairman Mao Zedong declared “China has
stood up” from this rostrum on October 1, 1949.

There’s truly so much to see in China’s dazzling,
vibrant capital city that the first-time visitor can sometimes
feel overawed.

In a city so deeply steeped in history and culture, it
perhaps seems hard to know just where to start. Where
better, though, than Tian’anmen Square, the heart beating
at the centre not just of Beijing but the nation as a whole?
After all, it makes sense that the place that saw the birth of
New China should also be the start of any exploration of
the city.

The Tian’anmen Rostrum here was the place where
Chairman Mao Zedong declared the foundation of the
People’s Republic of China on October 1, 1949. More than
50 years after that, it was where hundreds of thousands of
city residents and visitors alike gathered to hear of news of
Beijing’s successful 2008 Olympics bid. Tian’anmen’s magic
was almost tangible that unforgettable night.

Since those two events, it has remained a mecca for
visitors from around the world. The magic is felt by every
Chinese man, woman and child who make the pilgrimage
here from across the nation to share in the majesty of the
world’s largest public square.

Tian’anmen, or Gate of Heavenly Peace, is a symbol of
the nation. This is where millions flock to have souvenir
snapshots taken against the backdrop of a gigantic portrait
of Mao. It's also a gateway to the breathtaking Forbidden
City. As well as being the venue for the National People’s
Congress, the Great Hall of the People here is another
must-see for visitors along with Qianmen (Front Gate), the
Monument to the People’s Heroes and the Mao Zedong
Mausoleum.

As well as taking in the sheer spectacle of a square
capable of holding a million people, many visitors are
equally charmed by the chance to observe ordinary
Chinese at play. Here you'll see locals and out-of-towners
flying kites, checking out souvenirs or — like you — simply
taking in the splendor of that first glimpse of one of the
most famous places on Earth.

As well as taking in the dawn and dusk flag-raising and
lowering ceremonies, which are a must for any Chinese
visitor to Beijing, you will also find it illuminating — quite
literally so at night — to take a stroll down the splendid
Chang/’an Jie (the Avenue of Eternal Peace), which leads to
the square. If Tian’anmen is the heart, this bustling
thoroughfare is one of its main arteries, a vital link between
old and new in this city of contrasts. Take a trip along the
city’s longest street and you'll get a firm orientation and a
glimpse of the remarkable pace of development here.

Studded by modern developments such as Xidan
Culture Square in the west and the shopper’s paradise that
is Wangfujing further east, the broad, majestic avenue
spirits you through history, taking in everything from
centuries-old attractions like Tian’anmen to very
contemporary entertainment, accommodation and dining
opportunities aplenty. This is where you'll get your first
memorable experience of that famous Beijing buzz.
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Tian'anmen Square
covers 440,000 square
metres and the biggest
square in the world.
Every day, tens of
thousands of Chinese
people and overseas
visitors come here.
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Since Chairman Mao
Zedong's declaration
of the founding of the
People’s Republic of
China on October 1,
1949, the square has
attracted many
Chinese people as a
venue for major
national occasions.
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