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His Task

Should anyone here not know the art of love, read this, and learn by
reading how to love. By art the boat’s set gliding, with oar and sail, by art
the chariot’s swift: love’s ruled by art. Automedon was skilled with
Achilles’s chariot reins, Tiphys in Thessaly was steersman of the Argo,
Venus appointed me as guide to gentle Love: I’ll be known as Love’s
Tiphys, and Automedon. It’s true Love’s wild, and one who often flouts
me: but he’s a child of tender years, fit to be ruled. Chiron made the
young Achilles perfect at the lyre, and tempered his wild spirits through
peaceful art. He, who so terrified his enemies and friends, they say he
greatly feared the aged Centaur. That hand that Hector was destined to

know, was held out, at his master’s orders, to be flogged; I am Love’s
teacher as Chiron was Achilles’s, both wild boys, both children of a
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