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Yi Bingshou (1754 AD-1815AD) styled himself Zusi, with the
alternative names of Moqing and Mo’an. From Ninghua, Tingzhou,
Fujian Province, he became a second class candidate in the highest
imperial examinations in the 54th year of Qianlong Reign period
(1789AD). Well-versed in regular script, grass script, official script,
and seal script of calligraphy, he made the highest accomplishment in
official script with unrestrained and imposing mien, and became one
of the representative figures of official script resurgence of inscription
in Qing dynasty. He carried forward the calligraphic style of Yan
Zhenqing, combined it with a variety of seal and official script styles
to create an imposing, sincere, harmonious, stretching and liberal
style.

These two letters were written in the late years of Yi Bingshou,
and possibly in the same year judged from the contents of the letters.
The second letter was clearly addressed to Mr. Qingfu. The first letter
was not clearly addressed to but mentioned Brother Wu (possibly
referring to Wu Qingfu). Mentioning the request of an essay for his
60th birthday, this letter should be written in 1814. The second letter
clearly addressed to Wu Qingfu was divided into the original letter and
a supplementary note, both written in his late years. Dated on the third
day of the eleventh month of the lunar year, the second letter seemed
to be written one month after the first letter dated on the third day of
the tenth month of the lunar year. However, the second letter was filled
with bold and open-minded contents instead of depressed maters in
the first letter. Therefore, the second letter might be written before
1814. Yet judged from the similar calligraphic styles, these two letters
seemed to be written in the same year. In general, the timeline of these
two letters is yet to be verified.

Qingfu should refer to Wu Qingfu who was a friend of Yi
Bingshou. With unknown date of birth and death, he once served as
the president in Fuzhou Aofeng Academy. It is recorded in the Poetry
of the Chess House written by Xie Zhangting in the Qing Dynasty
that “Mr. Qingfu serves as the president in Fuzhou Aofeng Academy.
Sincere to friends and respecting scholars, he enjoys equal reputation
to Moging. Best known for his Shendetang Collection, his writings are
severe, simple and unique. Being most friendly to Xie Tuigu who is a
teacher and Chen Tiyuan who is a first degree candidate in the national
civil service examination in feudal China, he has memoirs about these
two scholars. ”
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